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1:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 22, 2008

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon. Welcome back.

Let us pray. Grant that we the members of our province’s
Legislature fulfill our office with honesty and integrity. May our
first concern be for the good of all our people. Let us be guided by
these principles in our deliberations this day. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice and Attorney General.

Ms Redford: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have two introductions this
afternoon. First, I am pleased to introduce to you and through you
to members of this Assembly 18 grade 9 students from Clear Water
Academy. This is actually one of my first opportunities to introduce
a school group from the constituency of Calgary-Elbow in this
House, and I’'m very pleased to do so. They’re here only for today.
They drove up this morning, and they’ll be visiting the Legislature
and driving back tonight, so they understand the arduous travel
schedule of people who come to visit the Leg. They’re accompanied
by teachers Miss Janley Grant and Mr. Paul D’ Angelo. I’d ask that
they please rise and receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

I have another introduction as well, Mr. Speaker. Itis also a great
pleasure of mine today to introduce to you and through you to
members of this Assembly seven dedicated members of Alberta
Justice who are joining us from the Public Trustee’s office. These
staff members are joining us today as part of a public service
orientation tour. They’re seated in the members’ gallery. I’d ask
them to stand as I introduce them: Cindy Lang, Megan Rosborough,
Kim Villella, Vinnie Purba, Susan Wright, Tony Flores, and Michele
Tajah. I’d request all members to join me in extending a warm
welcome from this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On your behalfI’d like
to introduce to you and through you 20 grade 6 students from the
Swan Hills school, which is located in the Barrhead-Morinville-
Westlock constituency, which is located right beside Whitecourt-Ste.
Anne. They are accompanied this afternoon by teacher Chrissie
Epp, teacher’s aide Alicia Dyck, and parent helpers Heidi Lawton,
Leslee Steinecke, and Robyn Marriott. They are seated in the
members’ gallery this afternoon. I’d ask them to please rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Official Opposition.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a real pleasure today
to rise and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly a grade 6 class from one of the wonderful elementary
schools in the constituency of Edmonton-Riverview, Lansdowne
elementary. We have about 30 students here from Lansdowne today
plus their teacher, who is Beth McCormick, and a number of parent
volunteers, including Gail Commandant, Tetsu Nakashima, Bill
French, and Olga Ochoa. Lansdowne elementary is a terrific school
in a wonderful neighbourhood right on the banks of the Whitemud

ravine. I’m really delighted to have this class here. I’d have them
rise and ask everyone, please, to give them a warm welcome.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Montrose.

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour for me today
to rise and introduce some Calgarians here today to hear the Minister
of Environment’s announcements with respect to bottle depots. 1’d
first of all like to introduce Parminder and Indra Bhullar, who are
constituents of my hon. colleague from Calgary-Egmont; in addition,
Jasdeep Johal and Charanjit Johal. They are wonderful supporters,
extremely involved individuals that take a passionate interest in the
Calgary community. I’d ask them to stand and receive the tradi-
tional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Aboriginal Relations.

Mr. ZwozdesKky: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s indeed
a great pleasure to introduce to you and through you to all the
members here some very special guests who are here today in
relation to Edmonton’s potential bid to become the host city for the
World’s Fair in 2017 and also with respect to the Canada pavilion
that will be featured at the largest ever World Expo in Shanghai in
2010, where we sincerely hope that Alberta might possibly become
a feature story. I would ask them to rise and remain standing as I
call their names. They are Nicole Bourget, who’s the assistant
deputy minister of public and regional affairs with Canadian
Heritage in the federal government; M. Frangois Macerola, the
executive producer of Canada’s largest cultural tourism export,
Cirque du Soleil, bienvenue; and also Candice Stasynec, who’s the
executive director from the office of the city manager in Edmonton;
and Barb Ireland, the world exposition project co-ordinator for the
city of Edmonton, Alberta. Welcome, and good luck with every-
thing. Thank you for being here.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Mr. Speaker, it’s a pleasure to rise today and
introduce to you and through you to all members of this Assembly
some very hard-working staff from my department. I would like to
ask them to stand as I introduce them from the members’ gallery.
They are on a tour of the Leg. as well. Barb Spires, Betty Herd, Bibi
Khan, Colette Chieco, Doris Raimundo, Lori Bly, Rada Elladan,
Susan Hickling, Melissa Humeniuk, and Saba Bokhari, who had to
leave earlier. These fine employees are part of the electronic
interface transaction team managing the EPS and ExClaim applica-
tions within Service Alberta. They have proven to be very valuable
employees. 1 ask all members to join me in giving them the
traditional warm welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. Solicitor General and Minister of Public
Security.

Mr. Lindsay: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my privilege to rise
today to introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly a few members of the Responsible Gambling Awareness
Week organizing committee. An initiative of the government and
the gambling industry, Responsible Gambling Awareness Week
strives to educate Albertans on the need to keep a healthy perspec-
tive on gambling and how to get help if gambling becomes a
problem. With us today are Kent Verlik, the executive director of
social responsibility with the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commis-
sion; Richard Wallington, the manager of the problem gambling unit
with Alberta health services, Alberta Alcohol and Drug Abuse
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Commission; Jim Dau, executive director of the Alberta charitable
casino operators; Dave Kaiser, the president and chief executive
officer with the Alberta Hotel & Lodging Association; and Vanda
Killeen, communications officer with the Alberta Gaming and
Liquor Commission. We welcome these guests here today and thank
them for their efforts to promote Responsible Gambling Awareness
Week. I would ask them to rise — they’re seated in the members’
gallery — and receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assem-
bly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today it gives me great
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to the members of this
Assembly some of the great people who joined the hon. Minister of
Environment and myself this morning to announce changes to the
beverage container recycling program and to celebrate the grand
opening of the Summerside Bottle Depot in southwest Edmonton.
I am pleased to welcome Harjinder and Randhi Johal, owners of the
Summerside Bottle Depot; Christina Seidel, executive director of the
Recycling Council of Alberta; John Bachinski, managing director of
the Beverage Container Management Board; Gord Boyes, manager
of the Summerside Bottle Depot; Gurnam Sandhu, a friend of the
Johals who is visiting from England; and Pat Kane, the person
involved in this as well with us, section head, pollution prevention
and conservation, Alberta Environment. These individuals are
seated in the public gallery. I would ask, as they have risen, for us
to give the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mackay.

Calgary Board of Education Initiatives

Ms Woo-Paw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to rise today
to report two pieces of great news from the Calgary board of
education. First, the Calgary board of education is kicking off Waste
Reduction Week, which is this week, in style by announcing its bold
targets of reducing waste to landfill by 50 per cent by 2012. This
will be achieved by reducing overall consumption and increasing
recycling programs at all of the CBE’s more than 215 schools and
administrative locations. This waste reduction initiative is being
organized by the CBE’s energy and environmental services, the
EcoTeam, which is devoted to encouraging ecological stewardship
and promoting environmental literacy throughout this entire school
system. This program is part of a larger CBE environmental
initiative to become a model of local and global environmental
stewardship.

1:40

The CBE’s demonstration of leadership doesn’t stop there, Mr.
Speaker. Secondly, but equally exciting, the Calgary board of
education and Chevron Canada are this year’s recipients of the
global best award for an educational partnership from the interna-
tional partnership network. This prestigious award honours the
collaboration in creating and maintaining Campus Calgary’s open
minds program, which promotes lifelong learning for children and
adults of all backgrounds and nationalities through the concerted
commitment of educational, business, and community partners.
Chevron Canada has supported the program at the Calgary Zoo,
Glenbow Museum, Telus World of Science, and Cross conservation
area. The presentation occurred during the ninth International
Partnership Conference, held in Helsinki, Finland.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Montrose.

Blake Bothwell

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise today to remember the
life of Blake Bothwell, who was an integral part of the Monterey
Park community. Blake passed away on October 15 at the age of 66,
leaving to mourn his wife of 36 years, two daughters, and five
grandchildren. His kindness and dedication made him very popular
with the residents of Monterey Park, and I know that many there are
mourning the loss. As the building attendant Blake could always be
counted on to lend a helping hand at the community centre whenever
it was needed, often with his wife at his side.

A lifelong Calgarian, Blake was very involved with his commu-
nity and spent much of his time helping at the Mustard Seed and
Samaritan’s Purse as well as working at a prison ministry at the
youth corrections centre and the Bowden Institution. Through his
service Blake demonstrated his compassion and dedication to
helping people from so many walks of life. He was a devout man
who loved to attend church, which, I am sure, was a large part of his
reason for devoting so much of his life to community service. As I
know he touched the lives of many through his good deeds, I know
he will be missed by many.

My thoughts are with Blake’s family at this time. I hope they can
cherish the memory of his life of giving and know that his impact on
others around him will live on. I also wish the Monterey Park
Community Association and residents well at this time, when they
have lost a valuable member of their community.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

50th Anniversary of Capilano School

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Capilano school is one
of the many great public schools in the constituency of Edmonton-
Gold Bar. Irise today to congratulate everyone connected with the
school on the occasion of its 50th anniversary. It is an innovative
school with a proud history. The name Capilano was given to the
school and the neighbourhood to honour the aboriginal people who
used the area as a campsite when visiting Fort Edmonton.

Capilano school was built in 1958 to accommodate 360 students.
It’s located on a high point above the North Saskatchewan, provid-
ing students and teachers with a panoramic view of the river valley,
the same view that those First Nations traders would have enjoyed
in centuries past.

Capilano has a well-deserved reputation for reaching out to
students of all needs and abilities. In 1978 Capilano became the first
public school in the Edmonton region to offer educational program-
ming for special-needs children from five and a half'to 18 years old.
It is also home to the Capilano jubilee playground, officially opened
by Premier Lougheed in the summer of 1981. Maintaining the
school’s inclusive tradition, the playground accommodates children
with or without disabilities, an innovation that has drawn visitors
from as far away as Japan.

Capilano school has served as an important focal point for the
community for halfa century. They’ve been blessed with visionary
leadership, very active parent groups, dedicated staff, and enthusias-
tic students. On behalf of all members of this Assembly it is my
honour and privilege to offer congratulations to the Capilano school
and the Capilano Community League, and all the best in the next 50
years.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.



October 22, 2008

Alberta Hansard

1469

Beverage Container Recycling Program

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Earlier today I was
pleased to announce changes to the beverage container recycling
regulations to ensure that we will continue to make great strides in
an already successful program. This program is one of the longest
running recycling programs in the province and diverted 1.5 billion
beverage containers from landfills last year alone. However,
beverage container waste remains an issue for our landfills as 2
billion containers were sold in Alberta last year, but approximately
500 million containers were not returned to a bottle depot.

It’s been 20 years since deposit rates have changed in Alberta.
Research shows that higher deposits will increase return rates for
beverage containers, in turn reducing the amount of containers
disposed of in landfills and littered across the province. Deposit
rates will move to 10 cents for one litre and under and to 25 cents for
over one litre effective November 1, 2008.

Mr. Speaker, to further combat beverage container waste, the
province will now incorporate all milk containers in the beverage
container deposit refund system as of June 1, 2009. This is a first for
North America. This is an excellent opportunity for our province to
demonstrate our environmental leadership on the waste front.

I am very proud to have been given the lead on this by our hon.
Premier and by the hon. Minister of Environment, who is a great
mentor and leader. Mr. Speaker, with these changes Alberta will
have the most encompassing beverage container recycling program
in North America.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Heritage Savings Trust Fund Public Meeting

Mr. Elniski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This past Thursday, October
16, the Standing Committee on the Alberta Heritage Savings Trust
Fund held their annual public meeting at the Calder seniors’ drop-in
centre. As deputy chair of the committee I would like to thank all
those who attended and participated in the meeting. In addition to
the committee members, the Hon. Iris Evans, Minister of Finance
and Enterprise, was also in attendance that evening. I was proud to
be the host MLA for this year’s public meeting and was happy with
the members of the public that came out to participate in the
discussion.

After a presentation from the committee there was a question-and-
answer session set up to encourage public participation and discus-
sion. Next year I hope to see even more participants at the meeting
voicing their concerns in comments and questions. Mr. Speaker, |
was extremely impressed with the questions that the committee was
asked and was confident that we were able to instill confidence in
the Alberta heritage savings trust fund even during a period of
tumultuous market fluctuations.

Our meeting has reinforced the fact that the Alberta economy is
in a state of solid long-term growth and is fully capable of riding out
the current financial storm. The heritage fund is a safety net
designed for Albertans by Albertans. I am confident that the fund
will continue to grow due to our prosperous economy and take
solace in the fact that it is there.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Hon. members, not to be repetitious, but we know
that we do not use the names of hon. members in this Assembly.
The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks.

Excellence in Teaching Awards

Mr. Doerksen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Teachers across our
province dedicate countless hours to ensuring that Alberta’s students
are engaged in and successful at learning. Teachers not only spend
time in the classroom teaching but also grade our children’s
assignments and tests before and after work, coach sports teams,
serve as advisors to clubs and student organizations, participate in
professional development opportunities away from their schools, and
seek excellence in the practice of their profession every day.

The hard work and dedication of teachers often goes unrecog-
nized. In fact, they are the mentors, motivators, and facilitators who
inspire our students to develop the knowledge, skills, and attributes
needed to thrive in today’s world. Nominations for the 2009
excellence in teaching awards open this week, and I encourage
students, parents, and teacher colleagues to nominate a worthy
teacher or principal for their invaluable commitment to education in
our province. Now is a good time to recognize a special teacher for
his or her contribution to student growth through innovative and
creative teaching. Many of our students’ successes can be attributed
to the tremendous work of our teachers.

The excellence in teaching awards have been celebrated since
1989, with more than 8,200 teachers nominated and more than 400
who have received awards. Last year 334 teachers were nominated,
and 23 received awards. I am pleased to rise today to recognize all
of'the extraordinary teachers and principals and educators across this
province and encourage our colleagues to nominate a deserving
teacher this year.

Thank you.

1:50 Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Managed Growth in the Oil Sands

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In recent weeks the BA
upgrader was halted in mid-construction, OPTI/Nexen suspended
expansion plans at Long Lake, and Statoil put its upgrader on hold.
Now reports are circulating that other major oil sands firms may be
abruptly curtailing their developments. This is what happens to a
province whose government has no strategy to manage oil sands
development at a sensible pace. My question is to the Premier. Can
the Premier report to this Assembly how many oil sands projects are
in jeopardy?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, boy, that from someone that was going
to shut down everything in the province during the election cam-
paign. Now he’s on the other side.

During the federal election this Premier talked about predictability
in terms of our long-term greenhouse gas policy and predictability
in our investment policy. We’re going to work with the federal
government now that we got past the election, work collectively with
other Premiers and the federal government to put this issue to bed so
that we can invite investment from other countries. Right now we
don’t have a set policy. Do you think people are going to be
investing billions of dollars in a country where we still can’t agree
on a long-term environmental policy?

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This government can’t control
the price of oil, but it could have controlled the rampant increases in
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costs by simply managing growth. Will the Premier admit that by
ignoring industry requests, requests from former Premier Lougheed,
and just about everyone else to manage growth, this government has
made a serious mistake?

Mr. Stelmach: Obviously, now we see the true colour of the Leader
of the Opposition. He sure as heck isn’t a capitalist, talking about
managing growth through the government. Sounds more like what
they were doing in the former Soviet Russia.

Dr. Taft: All right. Well, that was remarkable.

Mr. Speaker, again to the Premier. Given the looming slowdown,
what is this government’s strategy for the many thousands of
workers whose jobs are at stake?

Mr. Stelmach: Well, that’s a much better question, Mr. Speaker.
I’ve communicated and all members of caucus have communicated
with Albertans. I also had the opportunity to communicate this
information with all of the Premiers in Montreal. Essentially, this is
the situation in Alberta. We have a debt-free province, the only
jurisdiction in North America. We also have set aside $7.7 billion
in a sustainability fund for two reasons: because prices in natural
resources are very volatile, and the other thing is that I asked
Treasury to be careful, to set this money aside because I wasn’t quite
sure who was going to win the election, and I didn’t want some
government elected that was going to assault Alberta like they did
in the 1980s. So we’re very well prepared to overcome the next
fiscal . . .

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Protection of Children in Care

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In annual reports the Child and
Youth Advocate has indicated unacceptable actions being used on
children in this government’s care. These are situations where
children are physically restrained and locked in rooms. The minister
has responded to these concerns by offering the same cut and paste
nonresponses to tabled documents to this Legislature. To the
Minister of Children and Youth Services: how can this minister
claim that she is doing her job when for at least five consecutive
years this government has given the same boilerplate responses,
sometimes word for word, to the abuse revealed by the child
advocate?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Ms Tarchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think I spoke several times
yesterday about how as soon as it was brought to my attention that
the annual reports were late, I did ask for them and asked for them
to be brought up to date and also asked for them to be tabled in a
timely fashion in the future, and I have that agreement.

I just want to comment on all of this. This week I’ve seen for the
first time in this position annual reports. For the very first time in
history we have some internal documents, quarterly reports, that
have been released publicly, and a couple of days later I can tell you
that in terms of actions we have commitments from the advocate to
table in a more timely fashion.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Taft: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The fact is that not for the

first time in history but year after year after year for five years the
children’s advocate has raised the same concerns, and this minister
has given the same word-for-word responses. How long will it take
before this government stops cut and paste responses and, instead,
takes real and effective action to protect the children in her care?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Ms Tarchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To continue, I think [ am
taking strong action. First ofall, just to refer to the quarterly reports,
I will say again that every single issue has been followed up, and I'm
not interested in hiding anything.

In terms of actions, the first thing that I’'m going to do is follow up
on the interest that the Premier indicated yesterday, that he would be
interested in taking a look at what other jurisdictions do in terms of
how their advocates’ offices operate and also the reporting relation-
ship.

With respect to the quarterly reports, what we have out there in
the public right now are reports that have half the story. Yesterday
I did endeavour to come back to this House with examples of some
of those stories and how it is that we’re dealing with it.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you. Again to the same minister. Given that
Standing Order 52.07(2) reads that a policy field committee of this
Assembly may “at the request of a Minister, inquire into any matter
concerned with the structure, organization, operation, efficiency or
service delivery of any sector of public policy within its mandate”
and the Child and Youth Advocate has stated that he is willing to
appear before that committee, will this minister, who says she has
nothing to hide, ask the Child and Youth Advocate to appear before
the appropriate standing policy committee?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Ms Tarchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Like I said yesterday, [ am
looking into that, but let me tell you what we are going to do. First
of all, I would like to see the advocate make himself available to the
public and walk through that quarterly report. Secondly — and I
think this is important — I was trying to think in terms of being more
accountable. What [ would like to offer, if the opposition critics are
willing to do this — the one thing that’s very difficult about this topic
is that I’m guided by some privacy issues in terms of our legislation,
as you know. I would be willing to arrange a meeting with the
advocate and myself, based on the condition that you sign a
confidentiality agreement, and we will walk through those quarterly
reports, and we’ll walk through every last action.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question, the hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Police Officer Funding

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. While this government has
resisted calls from places like Calgary and Edmonton for more
police officers, it has massively expanded its own police force.
From a modest beginning as a pilot program three years ago the
ranks of sheriffs have swollen to something like 500 members. To
the Premier: why the double standard in which big cities are left
crying for help to increase police numbers while this government
dramatically ratchets up its own police force?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, we did promise to put more sheriffs on
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provincial highways. Provincial sheriffs are assisting police forces
like the RCMP, the Calgary Police Service, and the Edmonton
Police Service. We’ve also put together a warrant apprehension
unit. These are officers, sheriffs, that are supporting police services
in Alberta in chasing those that are out on warrant, that haven’t
appeared in court. We’re assisting them there. We’re also assisting
the RCMP and the city police officers in catching impaired drivers.
We hold them until the police officers get there. That’s just part of
the story. The other expenditures will come in the next question,
I’'m sure.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you. Again to the Premier. In reality, if not in
name, the sheriffs are becoming a government police force. Will
this Premier admit the obvious, which is that this government plans
to replace the RCMP in rural Alberta with sheriffs when the RCMP
contract expires in 2012?

2:00

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, during the leadership campaign I made
three commitments. One of them was always to keep our budgets
balanced. The second is to not sell the assets of the ATB. The third,
and very important, is to ensure that the RCMP remains the provin-
cial police force of this province forever.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: instead of
creating a new layer of police in the form of sheriffs, why doesn’t
this government just channel the $61 million it spends on sheriffs to
already established municipal police forces and the RCMP? Just do
the simple, straightforward thing.

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I guess the Leader of the Opposition in
this public venue just shows his lack of confidence in the provincial
sheriffs, and that is very, very embarrassing. We have very, very
well-trained sheriffs, that are assisting police forces. We also
assigned a drug enforcement unit in helping our municipal police
forces. We’ve come a long way over the last number of years, and
we are soon going to hear about more police officers hired, more
RCMP. We’re increasing the number of police officers. But we’re
also doing other things to make sure that there are additional beds
for addiction, the reason why people are committing the crimes, and
we’re also hiring more Crown prosecutors.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for Bonnyville-Cold Lake.

Protection of Children in Care
(continued)

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. While children were
exposed to dangerous situations in government care, the Minister of
Children and Youth Services repeatedly assured this House that all
was well. On May 7 she told this House that she would “never put
the health or safety of a child at risk,” but she had already in her
possession a report of a youth in care who had told his worker that
he was being abused and that three weeks passed without a response.
The government has ignored the cries for help of Alberta’s children
and has been dishonest with Albertans about what’s really going on.
To the Premier: given that the minister has neglected a responsibility
to protect Alberta children, all the while assuring us that things were
fine. ..

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the hon. minister laid out a very
responsible program of what she’s going to do and made a signifi-
cant offer, I believe, to the opposition. Unfortunately, one of the
members thought it was a big joke, when we’re dealing with
children. But we want to get together on both sides of the House to
look at the issues before us because these are very confidential
matters. There are over 8,000 children in our care. We want to
ensure that every child is safe and secure.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, one thing is clear, and that’s that the
government wants to gag the opposition. The minister stood in this
House and said that she would “never put the health or safety of a
child at risk . . . we will find other options.” We know that’s not
true, and so did the minister when she said it. In a quarterly report
she’d received nearly six months prior, she read that two young
children who had been sexually abused by their parents were
returned to the care of a parent who was ambivalent about whether
the abuse actually occurred. Albertans can’t believe this minister;
neither should the Premier. When will the Premier do the right thing
and fire this minister?

Mr. Stelmach: The offer made earlier by the minister was to allow
an opportunity for the opposition to have the information to at least
make an informed opinion. We’ll wait to see their decision. I'm
sure that they’ll shortly get a hold of the minister and take her up on
her offer. If they don’t, well, that’s their decision. But we will
continue to do whatever we can to ensure that our children, again,
those in the custody of this government, are safe and secure.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, the Premier has neatly avoided answering
the question as to whether or not he has confidence in the veracity
of his own minister. The minister said that she would never put the
health or safety of children at risk. In the same month a child was
forced to file a third complaint that she was being repeatedly abused
by a foster parent and a caregiver. To the Premier: do you not think
that this minister should have told the House that there were in fact
problems in child welfare in this province, in this government,
instead of assuring us that everything was fine, and don’t you think
that’s a reason to fire her?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, I would hope that the leader of the
New Democratic Party is familiar with the kind of legislation that
the minister has to work under. These are very confidential issues,
not dissimilar to health information about individual Albertans. We
don’t talk about that in this House. Again, all these allegations that
the opposition is making: the minister made an offer; they can
approach the minister; she can go through each and every issue that
has been raised as long as they sign the confidentiality agreement so
that they don’t run out there and start talking about the individual
child that’s in the care of this government.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Bonnyville-Cold Lake,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Beverage Container Recycling Program

Mrs. Leskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There has been much
discussion in my constituency about beverage container recycling.
Today Alberta Environment has announced changes to the beverage
container regulation. Deposit rates are going to increase. My
question is to the Minister of Environment. It has taken 20 years to
change the deposit rates of Alberta’s program. Why has it taken this
length of time, and what can Albertans now expect to pay in deposits
for these beverage containers?
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The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Renner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1’1l answer the second
half of the question first. It’s very simple. The new rate for deposits
is 10 cents for containers that are one litre and under and 25 cents for
containers that are over one litre.

The first part of the question is an interesting one. It has taken 20
years for this to change. I think a substantial issue and a substantial
reason for the change coming as it did now is that this was one of the
very first projects that was referred to the standing field committees
in this House. I think we actually brought forward some nonpartisan
approaches to problem solving in this House for a change, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Leskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplementary to
the same minister. It has also been announced that milk containers
will be incorporated into the program. Why is it necessary to add
milk containers to the beverage container deposit system if they
already have been recyclable?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, the public, generally, has been quite
vociferous in comments to the government that the system that we
have in place for beverage containers where there’s a refundable
deposit works. That’s why we’ve seen the success that we have,
albeit somewhat diminished in recent years. The same cannot be
said for the voluntary program in milk containers. In fact, we’ve
seen only about a 60 per cent return rate for plastic and only 23 per
cent for the paper containers. We expect that we’ll get the same
kind of returns from milk and dairy products that we see with the
rest of the containers, and our goal on that is to have an overall
return rate of 85 per cent.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Leskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second supplemental is
to the same minister. As a former teacher who recycled in her
school, how will my former students and all Albertans, for that
matter, benefit from the increased deposit rates?

Mr. Renner: Well, if I can be a little crass, Mr. Speaker, for a
moment, one of the best ways that they’ll benefit is that they’ve just
doubled the income from bottle drives. More importantly, we all
benefit by removing a significant amount of recyclable material from
our landfills. That will benefit all, not just students in this member’s
classroom but all Albertans. We keep things out of landfills that
shouldn’t be there, we recycle, and we reuse valuable products that
are in this material in the first place, so it’s a win-win all the way
around.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Mackay.

Calgary Asphalt Plant

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday I raised
health concerns with the Transportation minister about the volatile
organic compounds and heavy metals from burning used oil in an
asphalt plant in northwest Calgary. His answer has offended many
of the 28,000 men, women, and children in northwest Calgary, and
I want to ask him again: with people’s health, both physical and

mental, at stake will you suspend operations at the asphalt plant until
a planned natural gas pipeline is through there or alternate sources
of diesel are found?

Mr. Ouellette: Well, Mr. Speaker, in the House yesterday the hon.
member seemed to be saying that he did not think roads should be
built in the city of Calgary. I’'m sure there are thousands of Calgari-
ans that would disagree with him. Yesterday the hon. member
indicated that he is demanding action. Well, I’'m happy to report to
the hon. member that, as usual, we are way ahead of him on this file.
The fact is that my department worked with Alberta Environment,
with the city of Calgary, with the Calgary health region to ensure
that the public health is being protected, and . . .

The Speaker: We’ll get more the next time.
2:10

Dr. Swann: Well, I guess we see why this is called question period,
Mr. Speaker.

To the Minister of Environment: has an environmental impact
assessment been completed for the northwest Calgary asphalt plant,
and if so will he table it in the House for all to see?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, an environmental impact assessment
would not be required for a project like this. There are codes of
practice that apply to the operation of asphalt plants, and the
responsibility of the operator would be to operate these plants in
accordance with appropriate codes of practice.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s exactly that code of
practice that we’re raising today. Back to the same minister: will he
follow the lead of the federal government in 2007 with the Sarcee
asphalt plant on Tsuu T’ina? It was shut down until it could use a
cleaner burning fuel as per the code of practice for asphalt plants.

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, my understanding is that every
attempt is currently being made to find a source of low sulphur
diesel. We expect the operator and my colleague in Transportation
to make all best efforts to find that source. I also understand that the
intention is that future contracts in this area would require the use of
natural gas, and I think that’s a bold step forward.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mackay, followed by
the hon. Member for Lethbridge-East.

Graduate Student Scholarships

Ms Woo-Paw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For the past few years
people have suggested that there is a brain drain in Alberta and that
many of our province’s best and brightest are leaving the province.
My first question is for the Minister of Advanced Education and
Technology. What is the government doing to keep these students
in Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Horner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a very good question.
There has been some discussion around the number of graduate
students that we’re attracting to the province and whether we’re
being able to keep them. I can assure this House and all Albertans
that by expanding our research capabilities, expanding the opportu-



October 22, 2008

Alberta Hansard 1473

nities for those graduate students, we’re ensuring that they’re going
to have more opportunities to keep learning and more job opportuni-
ties in the province, things like our new tech comm strategy, which
we announced this year, as well as the new research framework that
we’re working on that is coming very close to fruition right now, and
the investments that we’ve made in our scholarships for graduates
and students.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Woo-Paw: Thank you. My second question is to the same
minister. Could you tell us if this funding is going to benefit all
graduate students, or would the number of eligible students remain
the same?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m very, very pleased
to say that the investments that we’re putting out there for awards
and for scholarships to recipients have nearly doubled this year,
which I think is a wonderful thing to put forward for our graduate
students. Last year we awarded almost $12 million to something in
the range of 1,600 graduate students. This year we’re going to
award somewhere in the range of $23 million to approximately
3,600 students.

Ms Woo-Paw: My last supplemental is to the same minister about
the graduate citizenship scholarship. When eligibility is based on
volunteerism and community service instead of academic perfor-
mance, how do you determine this eligibility and select that one
recipient over all the others?

Mr. Horner: Mr. Speaker, what we’re using is a tried-and-true
method of partnership with the student associations and student
bodies, in this case the graduate student councils as well as the
faculty of graduate studies. We’re working with them to develop
that criteria because it is sometimes difficult to evaluate based on
volunteerism or citizenship or community sponsorship. That’s why
we utilize the groups that are most involved with the students to help
us do that evaluation. As I said, we have similar partnerships in
other scholarship agreements, and it’s a tried-and-true method.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Egmont.

Long-term Care Facilities

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Health and
Wellness stated on May 20 of 08 in this Legislature that “obviously,
we need more long-term care facilities,” which gave me great hope.
However, two days ago in Lethbridge families were told that the
long-term care facility operated by Extendicare would be closed by
July 1 0f2009. To the Minister of Health and Wellness: why is the
minister allowing this situation in Lethbridge, where Extendicare is
closing 120 long-term care facility beds in spite of his statement that
long-term care facilities are needed in the province?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, the member is correct that the
facility in Lethbridge, which is quite aged, is going to close.
However, what the hon. member did not mention is the fact that
there is a replacement centre going up. It’s a designated assisted
living centre. As a matter of fact, the former Chinook health region
has one of the leading models on how we can have seniors live in
facilities that are not always long-term care.

Ms Pastoor: Definitions are clearly needed to be understood in this
province. DAL is not long-term care. Is this what the minister was
referring to on May 20 in *08, when he said that “we need to look at
removing barriers that exist today for private operators to also
participate in the delivery of long-term care?” Does the minister
want to shut down the pre-existing facilities in order to create more
demand for profit long-term care?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, I know where this member is coming
from. This member believes in a philosophy that as soon as you can,
you stick a senior citizen into long-term care in an area that they
don’t necessary feel the most comfortable in. It’s a philosophical
difference. What we are going to do in this province is provide
facilities, a variety of facilities, where our seniors can live in dignity
where they want to live, not where the opposition wants them to be.

Ms Pastoor: Absolutely, totally wrong. You’re not getting it.

When long-term care was deregulated — housing and care are two
different things. I’'m talking about care. What is the minister’s
response to the residents of the current long-term care facility who
were assessed as needing care beyond the level that can be delivered
by a designated assisted living facility that won’t even be completed
by the time the long-term care facility closes?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, this member can get all worked up into
a sweat about it, but there are other long-term care facilities in
Lethbridge, so the health region has said that they will ensure that
these particular patients are looked after. There are many facilities
in southern Alberta that can accommodate the needs of these
citizens.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Egmont, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Carbon Capture and Storage

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. In July the Premier
announced plans for a $2 billion investment for carbon capture and
storage projects in Alberta. Some people say that this is a corporate
handout and that the industry should be made to pay all the costs
associated, and others say we shouldn’t do this at all. My first
question is to the Minister of Energy. Is this a good use of the
taxpayers’ dollars?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Knight: Well, Mr. Speaker, thank you very much. First of all,
I will recognize that in the start-up phase carbon capture and storage
will be a costly but necessary technology that will help Alberta
lower greenhouse gas emissions. As time goes on, of course, these
costs will come down. But we need to ensure that projects that
capture large volumes of CO, get built now and that Alberta takes a
leadership role in developing this new technology.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Denis: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. My next question is to
the same minister. Why don’t we just tax large emitters instead?

Mr. Knight: Mr. Speaker, as a matter of fact, Alberta actually does
charge large industrial emitters who don’t reduce their intensities
according to the legislation and regulation we have. The money
collected would be used to develop technologies such as CCS that
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will lead to absolute emission reduction. What carbon capture and
storage will do is help industry to move to the next level while
allowing for continued economic growth and job development in the
province of Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Denis: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same
minister: what impact will the Carbon Capture and Storage Develop-
ment Council have to help progress in Alberta’s efforts in carbon
capture and storage?

Mr. Knight: Well, Mr. Speaker, because we believe in taking action
here in Alberta, we established the Alberta Carbon Capture and
Storage Development Council to develop a blueprint for implemen-
tation of large-scale CCS projects. They have provided me with an
interim report, including their preliminary findings and outlining the
work they have yet to complete. That report was tabled in the
Assembly earlier and is posted on my department’s website. The
panel is also using the report in their ongoing discussions with
industry and environmental stakeholders.

2:20 Student Learning Assessments

Mr. Chase: Mr. Speaker, 40 per cent of Albertans are functionally
illiterate, and 32 per cent of employers polled noted growing
concerns about recent graduates’ work ethic, literacy, and math
skills. Whether the minister accepts the StatsCan figures of an
Alberta dropout rate of a third or his own rate of closer to a quarter,
the government is not making the grade. To the Minister of
Education: given the increased number of dropouts, business
dissatisfaction, and the alarming degree of illiteracy, will the
minister immediately review the government’s continuous progress
philosophy, which forces elementary and junior high school teachers
to promote students regardless of their level of achievement?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, the preamble
to that question would suggest that the education system in Alberta
is not among the best in the world, when every member of this
House knows that it is, and every Albertan should know that it is.
Does that mean that we don’t have any issues with respect to
literacy? Obviously not. But to suggest that 40 per cent of Alber-
tans are functionally illiterate without giving a definition of what
that means suggests that 40 per cent of Albertans can’t read or write,
which is also incorrect. In fact, we do have issues with literacy,
which we need to pursue. It’s very important to make sure that
every Albertan can live and work in their community and have the
literacy and numeracy skills to do so.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you. Since catching and keeping students
positive when they’re young can avoid premature negative depar-
ture, will the minister finally commit to funding optional full-day
kindergarten and half-day junior kindergarten, which the Learning
Commission recommended seven years ago?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Very clearly, what the
accountability pillar has shown, I think, is that 95 per cent of Alberta

students are enjoying early childhood education, which is very
important. The take-up rate for kindergarten in this province is at a
very satisfactory level. There is a case to be made for junior
kindergarten in certain circumstances, at least. We’re constantly
looking at how we can ensure that students who need an early start
get an early start and that barriers to success are removed. I’ve been
working with the minister of health and the minister of children’s
services to make sure that all barriers for children can be removed.

Mr. Chase: School boards across Alberta are scrambling to find
millions of dollars to provide full-day kindergarten in this province
because the government will only fund half days. Rather than have
students take standardized tests leaving a division, as is the case in
grades 3, 6, 9, and 12, will the minister commit to testing students
diagnostically at the beginning, thereby allowing time for interven-
tion to occur?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, diagnostic testing is very
important at appropriate times in the students’ academic progress.
Diagnostic testing certainly is one of the tools that’s necessary.
Assessment for learning is very important, and every teacher knows
that they need to be assessing the progress that their students make
from time to time to ensure that the knowledge, skills, and attributes
that they’re teaching are actually being learned and that progress is
being made. It’s also important to do assessment of learning so that
we can account to the public and the province for the investment
that’s been made and assure the public and the province that their
children are learning what they need to learn.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Protection of Children in Care
(continued)

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On March 22, 2007, the
minister of children’s services told this Assembly that she has “a
rigorous screening process that continues today, including home
studies” and “record checks.” As she spoke, the child advocate was
preparing a report describing, among other things, a three-year-old
child being placed with a caregiver with a record without a back-
ground check. To the minister. You clearly have no idea what’s
going on inside your ministry. You failed your staff. You failed
Albertans. You failed these children. Why won’t you resign?

Ms Tarchuk: Well, Mr. Speaker, I have to say that I'm a little
disappointed. The opposition knows what we’re talking about here.
They keep going back — you know, yesterday I stated over and over
what is unfortunate about these quarterly reports: they were never
prepared; they’re incomplete stories. The opposition knows this.
What they have and what they’re using as examples are allegations
that have come forward. Actions have taken place, and they have
been addressed. I’ve assured the House of that. Anyway, I’d just go
back to my earlier offer, and I’ll stick with that.

Ms Notley: Well, these so-called allegations are coming from your
own staff.

Again, in March 2007 you assured this House that there was a
rigorous screening process in place, but just a few months later you
received a quarterly report saying that children were, and I quote,
placed in homes that had not completed the appropriate screening.
So Albertans have no reason to have any faith in your assurances.
You’ve lost all credibility. Why won’t you resign?
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Ms Tarchuk: Mr. Speaker, I think I’ll switch topics and move on to
foster care and just remind the opposition that around the same time
we had a very extensive foster care review with internal and external
specialists. They determined that our system was very good. They
did have a couple of recommendations, which we adopted. We have
implemented them. In fact, they also commented on our screening
process, found it quite good.

Ms Notley: Well, your child advocate didn’t think it was quite good.

Now, at the time that you were telling the House about your great
screening process, you actually had in your possession a quarterly
report describing nonaggressive youth being placed with aggressive
youth and nonsexually inappropriate youth being placed with youth
acting out with sexual behaviour. Simply put, you told the House
that kids’ placements were appropriately screened when you knew
or ought to have known that they were not. Albertans cannot trust
you any further on this. Why won’t you resign?

Ms Tarchuk: Mr. Speaker, we have talked about this lots in the
House. In fact, we have a campaign under way right now. We are
always looking for more placements. The more placements we
have, the easier we can align and meet children’s needs.

Just to use a couple of examples that were raised yesterday and
just to give you the kind of investigation that would occur and the
kind of follow-up. Yesterday there was a comment about, for
example, face-down restraints. This was tabled in the House. “Face
Down Restraints continue to be reported despite legislative prohibi-
tions. Other inappropriate restraints,” it looks like, “were discovered
during the investigation process.” Just to let you know that it was
investigated. There were two instances of inappropriate restraints
verified in one facility. One was too much . . .

The Speaker: I think we have to move on.

Alberta Initiative for School Improvement

Mr. Elniski: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Education often cites the
Alberta initiative for school improvement, or AISI, as an example of
success for his department. For more than nine years the govern-
ment has been providing funding to support projects that are
intended to improve the education system and address student
learning needs. My first question is to the Minister of Education.
Do we have any proof that AISI is having an impact on school
authorities and students?

Mr. Hancock: Yes, Mr. Speaker, there’s definitely proof that AISI
is making a difference. Every school authority submits a results
report each year and a final report at the end of the AISI cycle, the
three-year cycle, indicating the project’s successes and challenges,
and these results reports are both quantitative and qualitative.

Just one of the many examples of AISI’s success is the healthy
hearts project, for example, in the Black Gold school division, which
encourages enhanced daily physical activity for students and staff.
As a result of its success the project has become known worldwide
as the Black Gold protocol and involves a cutting-edge partnership
between the school district and the University of Alberta’s Faculty
of Medicine. There are many other success stories.

Mr. Elniski: My first supplemental to the same minister. Cycle 3
of AISI is finished this year, and the government has said nothing
about renewing funding for another three years. How does the
government expect school boards to plan projects with the thought
they deserve without adequate notice of another AISI cycle?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A very timely question.
That’s feedback that we have had from school districts over the last
couple of cycles. I'm pleased to indicate to the House that I was
honoured to open the fall AISI colloquium earlier this week, an
event which is designed to engage AISI partners in a discussion on
the future strategic direction and as part of my remarks to indicate
that we will be proceeding to cycle 4 and that they can begin to plan
now for cycle 4 of the AISI project. It’s a big deal because it
indicates that we understand their concerns about planning, we
understand their concerns about getting it right, and we do believe
in the results.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Elniski: Thank you. My second supplemental to the same
minister. The Alberta Teachers’ Association has stated that there are
far too few professional development opportunities available for
teachers. As our teachers are called on to do so much in and out of
the classroom, can the minister assure this House that the AISI
program will provide teachers with the opportunities that they
deserve to enhance their knowledge, skills, and abilities to teach
creatively?

2:30
The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, indeed, the
opportunity for professional development is very important to keep
our teachers up to date, alive and motivated, and professionally
excited. This is part and parcel of AISI as well. Whether it’s
focused on learning with individual projects or on the sharing of
AISI success stories, the opportunity to engage in professional
development for teachers to learn new practices, to learn how to use
technology better in the classroom, to learn how to excite students’
passions, it’s part and parcel of AISI and part and parcel of profes-
sional development.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill.

Treasury Branches Board of Directors

Ms Blakeman: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. While the minister of finance
talks about Russia and Brazil, I’d like to concentrate on talking
about Alberta and how the financial market disruption has impacted
Albertans who have a stake in the financial decisions made by ATB
and its directors. My question is to the minister of finance. What
specific qualifications are required for individuals who are appointed
to ATB’s board of directors?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, there’s a very rigorous screening process
that’s undertaken on behalf of the board for recruiting new members
to the board. As a matter of fact, the deputy minister of finance also
sits on that recruitment and selection group, looking at their financial
knowledge and expertise.

Mr. Speaker, I would guess and venture to say that the hon.
member’s shot about my expanding to look at global issues on a
financial basis would really be very hard pressed to find more than
one or two references to countries other than Canada, and I
resent . . .
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The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. To the same minister: can the minister
explain the terms on which ATB provides banking services to its
directors and whether they receive the preferential rate for mort-
gages, credit cards, and other loans that employees receive?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, I will forward that question to ATB. 1
understand they already want to refute some of the claims the hon.
member made in her questions yesterday. 1’1l see that they respond
to her question.

Ms Blakeman: I am so looking forward to that.

Again I ask the minister: what oversight or direction was provided
to the directors of ATB by the department of finance or the minister
regarding its exposure to asset-backed commercial paper before and
after the market disruption?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, on the asset-backed commercial paper |
think that in this House on other occasions I’ve given a fairly
thorough briefing, acknowledging that not only ATB but the Alberta
Investment Management Corporation itself had some involvement
with that. We have provided information of that nature on the
heritage trust fund. Several of the other chartered Canadian banks
have provided information.

In terms of oversight we’ll be providing her some comments
directly from the AIMCo board.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Nose Hill, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Métis Hunting Rights

Dr. Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions are all for the
Minister of Sustainable Resource Development. It has been over a
year since the interim Métis harvesting agreements expired. With no
formal agreements in place with the Métis organizations can the
minister tell the House what is happening to Métis who live a
traditional lifestyle and wish to harvest game animals in the province
of Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Morton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The government of Alberta
does and always has recognized Métis harvesting rights set out in the
Supreme Court’s Powley decision. With the lapsing of the interim
agreement in 2007 the fish and wildlife division of Sustainable
Resource Development has developed a protocol that allows an
individual still to qualify for Métis harvesting. If a person self-
identifies as a Métis, can trace his or her ancestry to an historic
Meétis community, and is a member of a contemporary community
that evolved from the historic community, if you meet those three
conditions, you qualify to be a Métis harvester in Alberta.

Dr. Brown: Given the new requirements for a Métis hunting card,
how can the minister ensure that the Métis who are hunting are
complying with the new rules and that they are indeed entitled to
hunt within the provisions of the Powley decision?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
Dr. Morton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to report to the

Assembly that there’s been a very positive response to the new Métis
harvesting protocol. Since 2007 there have been 403 applications

for Métis harvesting status. Two hundred and fifty-two of these
have been approved, and 37 are still pending; in other words, a 70
per cent acceptance rate. Albertans of Métis ancestry can and do
exercise their Powley rights in the province of Alberta.

Dr. Brown: Can the minister advise the Assembly whether there has
been any opposition to the application of this new Métis hunting
policy?

Dr. Morton: Mr. Speaker, there has indeed. There is a small group
of hard-liners who have sponsored five incidents of civil disobedi-
ence. [ hasten to add that these have all been peaceful incidents. Of
course, Albertans have the right to disagree with the laws of the
province, but they don’t have the right to disobey the laws, so these
have all been charged and will come to trial next year. But I submit
that this is a small minority of the Métis community. The majority,
I think, are satisfied with the process. Over 250 are hunting and
fishing today under Métis harvesting status, so I suggest that we
have succeeded in balancing respect for the Powley rights with
effective and sustainable management of Alberta’s fishery and
wildlife.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, followed
by the hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Hospital Funding

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The public health care
system is under attack again by this Conservative government.
Yesterday in this House the Minister of Health and Wellness stated,
“What we want to ensure is that we have a patient-focused, accessi-
ble, sustainable health care system.” A patient-focused scheme links
the number and the type of illness to the amount of funding given to
the hospital. My first question is to the Minister of Health and
Wellness. How will linking the number of patients and the type of
illness to hospital funding make health care more accessible here in
Alberta?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, under the one health board we will
be ensuring that services are delivered where it makes the most
sense, and the funding will follow where the services are delivered.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you very much. Again to the same
minister: why are you developing a patient-focused scheme that will
make rural hospitals, with lower utilization rates, compete with
urban hospitals, who already have many medical specialists on-site?

Mr. Liepert: I’'m not sure what the member is talking about when
he’s talking about competition. What we have said we are going to
do is ensure that if services can be provided wherever it is in
Alberta, they should be provided in that facility, and shortly we’ll be
releasing a document which will try to put a little more clarity
around it for the member, who seems to want to try and do a little
fearmongering here.

Mr. MacDonald: Again, Mr. Speaker, to the same minister. Rural
patients will be the big losers in this scheme, and the hon. minister
knows it. How will this system be more sustainable given that
money follows the patient to the facility that provides the service?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, the member has been reading the
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Edmonton Journal too much lately. What we’re going to ensure is
that the service, wherever one resides in Alberta, is designed to meet
the needs of the resident of that area.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Education System Accountability Framework

Mr. Prins: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Department of Education
recently released the results from the 2007-2008 accountability pillar
survey, which, I understand, includes the provincial achievement
tests and diploma exams. A question to the Minister of Education.
We’ve been hearing for years that Alberta’s education system is
among the world’s finest, maybe in the top two or three or four. Do
these survey results prove that this point of pride for the Alberta
government is accurate, or do they reveal something entirely
different?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, the trends are clear that Alberta
students are continuing to perform among the best in the world in a
number of areas. While testing helps us to identify concerns, we
shouldn’t pass up the opportunity to celebrate our successes, the
significant important success in these results. Provincial achieve-
ment tests and diploma exams do embody our commitment to
maintaining Alberta’s place among the best in the world. The
performance measures are key indicators of success of the education
system, reflecting our commitment to continuous improvement, and
provincial achievement test results in 2007-08 are consistent with the
high level of results in 2005-06 and in the standard of excellence
have actually gone up.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Prins: Thank you. To the same minister. It seems Alberta is
still doing fairly well on the academic side of things, but what about
the other aspects of the school system that affect our students? Are
children learning in safe school environments, and what does the
community think of our system?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, the accountability pillar is
actually a holistic system of assessment that takes into account
diverse factors that affect and measure student success. An increas-
ing high school completion rate is one of the highlights captured in
the latest accountability report. The report also shows an increase
in eligibility for Rutherford scholarships, for example, at the grade
12 level and higher postsecondary transition rates, which are also
important. We have a 95 per cent participation rate in early
childhood education, as I mentioned earlier. The results also
indicate high levels of community satisfaction with the school
system, and the schools are definitely safe and caring. They receive
strong ratings when it comes to providing safe learning environ-
ments for our students.

2:40
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Prins: Thank you. My last question to the same minister. I
think we should be very pleased in this House with these survey
rates. My question is: would the minister agree that the results also
show some decline in some important areas, and how can he explain
this?

Mr. Hancock: Absolutely, Mr. Speaker. It wouldn’t be a worth-

while set of measures if it only showed our successes. It’s got to
show the areas where we need to improve. There were a few
decreases. Results in dropout rates, employer satisfaction with skills
and quality of high school graduates, and overall provincial achieve-
ment tests have declined slightly over time. There was a dramatic
drop in employer satisfaction, which bears looking into immediately,
but not a trend in that area yet.

On the whole we’re performing very well, but the accountability
pillar has pointed out areas where we need to improve, and that, of
course, is one of the reasons why we need to have these measures.

The Speaker: Hon. members, that was 96 questions and responses
today, and in 30 seconds from now we’ll continue the Routine.

Presenting Reports by
Standing and Special Committees

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek.

Mrs. Forsyth: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Pursuant to the require-
ments of the Alberta Heritage Savings Trust Fund Act it is my
pleasure to rise today and table the required number of copies of the
2008 annual report of the Standing Committee on the Alberta
Heritage Savings Trust Fund. This report will be available on the
committee’s website, and [ have arranged to have copies distributed
to each hon. member. I’d like to thank the minister and her staff
from Alberta Finance and the Alberta Investment Management
Corporation as well as the office of the Auditor General and the
Legislative Assembly Office for the dedicated support they provide
to the committee throughout the year.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Lougheed.

Mr. Rodney: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. As chair of the
Standing Committee on Community Services it is my honour today
to table the appropriate number of five requisite copies of the
committee’s report on Bill 18, Film and Video Classification Act,
introduced by the hon. Minister of Culture and Community Spirit
and referred to the Standing Committee on Community Services on
May 21, 2008.

I’d like to acknowledge the support provided by the staff of the
Legislative Assembly Office, and I would like to thank ministry
officials