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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

1:30 p.m. Monday, April 20, 2009

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Welcome back. Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Renew us with Your strength. Focus us in our
deliberations. Challenge us in our service to the people of this great
province. Amen.

Hon. members, | am now going to invite Colleen VVogel of the
Legislative Assembly Office of Alberta to lead us in the singing of
our national anthem. | would invite all, those who are present in our
galleries as well, to participate in the language of one’s choice.

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

The Speaker: Thank you. Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Tourism, Parks and Recreation.

Mrs. Ady: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s such a privilege today to
be able to stand before you and introduce a school that has made the
trek from my constituency to the Legislature every year for the last
eight years. It’s the Trinity Christian school. They have with them
today their teacher, Miss Cheryl Barnard, and 13 parents, who drove
these kids up and shepherded them so that they could come and learn
what happens in the Legislature. 1’d ask if they would all rise and
if we could give a warm welcome to this group.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lacombe-Ponoka.

Mr. Prins: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a real honour for me to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly
today a group of people from the Rimbey elementary school.
They’re spending a few days learning about the workings of
government at School at the Legislature. There are 24 students, two
teachers, and seven parent helpers. 1’d like to introduce to you the
teachers, Mrs. Vanessa Howey and Mrs. Fiona Martel, and parent
helpers Mrs. Connie Fonstad, Mrs. Emily Breton, Mrs. Kim
Woodliffe, Mrs. Dana Franklin, Mrs. Rae Ann Rallison, Mrs. Tresa
Lowe, and Mr. Dallas Mannix. They are seated in the members’
gallery, and | would ask them to rise and receive the warm welcome
of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Culture and Community Spirit.

Mr. Blackett: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to rise today
to introduce to you and through you to all members of this Assembly
some hard-working staff members from my department’s commu-
nity spirit program. Program director Pam Boutilier is a familiar

face and friend to many in this Assembly. Joining her today are Erin
Collins, Lynn Ziegler, Darlene Christopher, along with Tom
Thackeray, the assistant deputy minister responsible for the commu-
nity and voluntary services division. Missing is Julie MacLean, who
couldn’t be with us today. These individuals are the heart and soul
behind the community spirit program, have worked hard day and
night to ensure that over 1,496 organizations were recipients of some
$19 million.
Thank you, sir.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Battle River-Wainwright.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a distinct pleasure
today to introduce someone to you whom | have often called a hero,
afriend, and adad. My dad, Keith Griffiths, seated in your gallery,
is the man that raised me and made me who | am, so he often gets
credit for a lot of things | do, but he often gets a lot of blame for
when | act like an idiot. On the balance, however, | think he’s fairly
proud of me. 1’d ask him to rise in your gallery and receive the
traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-South.

Mr. Dallas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a privilege to introduce
to you and through you to all members of the Assembly a group of
15 fine people from Red Deer and surrounding area that are here
today. I’ll begin with my constituency assistant, Brenda Johnson,
and her husband, Ken. If you could rise. They have brought along
with them brothers, sisters-in-law, and friends. Also, a very special
guest, Rustom Vazifdar, who is our Rotary International youth
exchange student from Mumbai, India, is with us today. Joining this
group are Don and Norma Bonham, Frank and Carol Bonham, Don
and Ruby Johnson, June and Terry Rollinson, Don Coté, Al and
Lorraine Coker, and a name you may recognize, Al Delmage, who
formerly was the skip numerous times at the Canadian Brier,
representing Northwest Territories-Yukon. Please join me in
welcoming our guests from Red Deer.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Peace River.

Mr. Oberle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to introduce
to you today and through you to all members of the House three
dedicated individuals from the town of High Level. There’s
probably no community in Alberta that’s as heavily impacted by the
downturn in the forest industry as the town of High Level, yet
despite those hardships we’ve got with us today some big believers
in the future of that town. Could | introduce to you and all hon.
members the acting mayor, Crystal McAteer, councillor Jerry
Chomiak, and the chief administrative officer, Dean Krause. 1’d ask
them to rise and receive the warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Dr. Taft: Well, thanks, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to introduce to
you and to all members today two guests, Reverend Bob Kimmerly
and Isabel Golightly, who are here from Kirk United church in
Edmonton. They are here to represent many Albertans who have
signed a petition, that | will be presenting later, organized by the
Reverend Syd Bell regarding seniors’ issues. They want to witness
me making that presentation. | would ask them to please rise.
They’re in the public gallery. Please give them a warm reception.
Thank you.
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Members’ Statements
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Organ Donation

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | stand today to recognize
organ donor week, which is April 19 to 26 this year. Organ donation
has always been an important issue for me. That iswhy | introduced
Motion 528, urging the government to require Albertans to make an
election regarding organ donation on the back of their Alberta health
card.

In the April 5 Edmonton Journal there was an article about organ
and tissue donations. This article said that Canada has more than
4,000 people waiting for transplants; 600 of these people were in
Alberta alone. Last year, sadly, 51 people died while on the waiting
list for transplants at the University of Alberta. This article said that
one donor could help as many as 80 people.

It is not difficult to become an organ donor. All you need to do is
carry an organ donor card in your wallet. It is also very important
to discuss your wishes with your family. Once we are no longer
living, organ donation is one last chance to help people, to give
people another chance at life or at living in a normal way. There are
so many people who have died while waiting for transplants, and
this does not have to be the case. | urge all members of this
Assembly and, indeed, all Albertans to discuss organ donation with
their family and to sign their health card and let others know of their
decision and explain the benefit of this life-changing decision.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mackay.

1:40 Equality and Human Rights

Ms Woo-Paw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to speak on
national Equality Day. | was invited by Erin Woods elementary
school through the Dominion Institute’s passage to Canada initiative
to speak to the grades 4 to 6 students on April 17 on the subjects of
immigration, discrimination, and racism. It was certainly encourag-
ing to have educators taking proactive steps to introduce topics that
many adults find difficult to discuss.

Each April 17 we celebrate Equality Day as a way to recognize
the equality provisions, sections 15 and 28, that were signed into the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the historic activism
of Canadian women. These provisions have been significant in the
progress we as Canadians have made towards equality in our society.
In our province it is the role of the Alberta Human Rights and
Citizenship Commission to ensure that all persons are treated equally
regardless of race, religious belief, gender, physical or mental
disabilities, age, or other factors outlined in the legislation.

Mr. Speaker, 94 per cent of Albertans feel that an environment
free of discrimination is important to their overall quality of life in
communities, and 88 per cent believe that human rights are well
protected in Alberta. Budget 2009 announced that Alberta’s human
rights system would be receiving an additional $1.7 million, an
increase of 26 per cent, to protect human rights, promote fairness
and access, and support the inclusion of all Albertans. This includes
increasing awareness of Alberta’s human rights legislation; resolving
and adjudicating human rights complaints; and providing education,
information, and consultative services that support human rights.

Equality Day recognizes the formal steps the Canadian govern-
ment has taken to ensure that all of our rights are protected under
law, but we also need our institutions and citizens from east to west,

north to south to have the capacity and share the commitment to be
ambassadors of equality in our everyday lives.
Thank you.

Calgary Civic Camp

Mr. Hehr: This Saturday along with 165 other Calgarians | attended
the first Civic Camp, an event organized by Sustainable Calgary and
the Better Calgary campaign. The initiative pulled together artists,
small-business owners, urban planners, activists, municipal and
provincial decision-makers, and partners in the nonprofit sector to
brainstorm around the simple question: how do we build the kind of
city we want for ourselves and our children?

Together we explored urban issues like improving and expanding
public transportation, creating green and vibrant public spaces, and
encouraging good governance in our city. It was an inspiring day,
and like all participants | can say that | came away from Civic Camp
with a renewed and energized sense of Calgary’s huge potential as
an urban community. Expect to hear a lot more from this core group
of Civic Camp-ers in the days and weeks ahead.

This amazing event was made possible by a number of individuals
committed to improving the quality of life of all Calgarians: Cheri
Macauley, Bob Mclnnis, Byron Miller, Chris Turner, Noel Keough,
David Winkler, Donna Zwicker, Nahed Nenshi, Peter Rishaug,
Richard Parker, Bob Morrison, Natalia Zoldak, Dave Robertson,
Annalise Van Ham, Allard Losier, Bridget Warner, Nancy Jacklin,
J'Val Shuster, Sarah Kopjar, Randy Kopjar, Colleen Doylend,
Sherrie Dutton, Rona Fluney, Don Cockerton, Patricia Merkel, Juliet
Burgess, Tegan Forbes, Ashley Bristowe, Chris Johnston, Jennifer
Devine, Neil Devine, Rich Rawlyk. 1’d like to commend them all
for starting this great initiative.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Dr. Grant Gall

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to pay tribute to Dr.
Grant Gall. He passed away on Saturday, April 18, 2009, in Jamaica
with his wife, Lori, at his side. He was 68 years young. Grant Gall
not only left his mark in health care in Alberta; he made people’s
lives better around the world.

Born in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Grant grew up on a farm just
outside Acme, Alberta. He completed his medical degree from the
University of Alberta in 1965, with subsequent internship and
residency in Vancouver, Toronto, and Boston. Grant was a research
investigator and physician in gastroenterology at the Hospital for
Sick Children in Toronto and later joined the university in 1979. He
was a dedicated physician and an internationally renowned re-
searcher.

In 1997 he was appointed dean of medicine after serving as
associate dean of research and head of pediatrics. Dr. Gall’s decade
as dean was transformational for the medical school and the
university. Under his strong leadership the Faculty of Medicine
created the O’Brien Centre for the bachelor of health sciences
program and established a Faculty of Veterinary Medicine. Grant
was also instrumental in the development of the new Alberta
Children’s hospital.

A passionate learner and traveller, Grant fostered international
health programs in Laos, Chile, and the Philippines that have
provided immeasurable health benefits for the people in those
countries as well as life-changing experiences for U of C undergrad-
uates, medical students, and faculty. He was inspirational to all he
touched, and he touched so many.
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Our hearts and prayers go out to his beloved wife of 49 years,
Laurie, and the children and the grandchildren he loved. Alberta has
lost a great public servant. He will be missed, and we thank him.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Lougheed.

Plan for Parks

Mr. Rodney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | was honoured to emcee a
media conference this morning as our Minister of Tourism, Parks
and Recreation unveiled Alberta’s 10-year plan for parks. The event
was held at one of the gems of our provincial parks system, Fish
Creek provincial park. This urban park is much loved and often
frequented by individuals and groups from Calgary-Lougheed as
well as constituents from across the city and far beyond.

The plan for parks represents a milestone for the minister. After
extensive consultation across Alberta, it delivers on her mandate
from the Premier to develop a plan to ensure Alberta’s parks and
recreation areas remain protected yet accessible to Alberta’s growing
population. It balances conservation and recreation activities while
illustrating the important role that our provincial parks play in
meeting the environmental, economic, and social needs of Albertans.
The plan for parks is aligned with the land-use framework as it
shares the same desired outcomes and geographical regions. The
plan also identifies the need to develop a clear process for Albertans
to nominate new parks, a process that will ensure local communities
and citizens play a key role in decisions about parks in their region.

Alberta’s parks inspire people to discover, value, protect, and
enjoy the natural world and the benefits it provides for current and
future generations. Public input regarding future decisions will help
to literally shape our province’s landscape. Mr. Speaker, | encour-
age all Albertans to read this plan and to act on these new opportuni-
ties to participate in and provide input on our invaluable parks
system.  For much more information Albertans can call
1.866.427.3582 or contact ParkNews@gov.ab.ca.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Foothills.

National Oral Health Month

Mr. Webber: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As you may know, April is
Oral Health Month. This week in particular celebrates the many
men and women across the country that work as dental hygienists.
As of January 1, 2009, there were more than 2,400 dental hygienists
registered at practice in Alberta. Their contribution to the continued
health of Albertans is beyond measure.

Dental hygienists are highly trained professionals with consider-
able training and knowledge in the areas of clinical practice,
decision-making, and critical thinking as well as in the assessment,
diagnosis, planning, implementation, and evaluation of care
provided to clients. Dental hygienists have been providing oral
health services to Albertans through dental practices and community
health settings since 1951 and have been self-regulated since 1990.
Since October 31, 2006, dental hygienists have been regulated under
the Health Professions Act.

The College of Registered Dental Hygienists of Alberta, the
CRDHA, isthe professional body responsible for the registration and
annual professional certification of all dental hygienists in Alberta.
The CRDHA, through authority delegated by the government of
Alberta, grants the registered dental hygienist designation and
authorizes a dental hygienist to legally practise in Alberta. The
CRDHA is governed by a council of eight elected registered dental

hygienists and three members of the public, appointed by the

minister. The CRDHA ensures that dental hygienists have the

educational qualifications and competence to perform and ensure

that Albertans receive safe, high-quality dental hygiene care.
Thank you.

1:50 Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Precision Drilling Corporation

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today it was announced that
AIMCo, which manages Alberta’s public savings, has taken a 15 per
cent stake in Precision Drilling. This deal is worth almost $300
million. To the minister of finance: will the minister confirm to the
Assembly that there was no contact between any cabinet member or
government staff and AIMCo or Precision Drilling before close of
business on Friday?

Ms Evans: | will confirm that, Mr. Speaker. AIMCo has been
created deliberately as an arm’s-length Crown corporation, unfet-
tered by attention or influence by the political or the appointed part
of our government. There was absolutely no contact with myself or
with the deputy minister relative to this decision. The due diligence
done by AIMCo and their staff relative to this is exactly a process
that’s approved by a very sophisticated board that believed that this
type of investment was appropriate within the policy.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Swann: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. It’s necessary to manage the
stakes so that Albertans get a proper return on their investment. It’s
also important to ensure that this is an investment and not a bailout
of a debt-burdened company. Again to the minister: will AIMCo be
taking a position on Precision Drilling’s board?

Ms Evans: Mr. Speaker, that is not something that has ever been
even suggested to me. | would agree with the hon. member: the
mission of AIMCao is to get the very best possible return within the
boundaries of policy that this government has relative to the kinds
of risks and liabilities and the type of reward that is sought. So they
have done everything according to policy. They have not involved
the politician. They have a very sophisticated form of due diligence
and analysis, and there has been absolutely no suggestion by the
CEO or the CFO, the financial officer, that they have any intention
of being more involved in Precision Drilling than they currently are
as an investor.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There is a difficulty here.
The Alberta government manages the oil and gas resource in this
province on behalf of Albertans, collecting royalties on develop-
ment. The government is currently providing incentives for drilling
companies by cutting royalties those companies pay. Now the
government owns a large stake in one of those companies. To the
minister: how will this government manage this conflict?

Ms Evans: Well, Mr. Speaker, again there is some suggestion by the
opposition of conflict of interest, and there seems to be a lack of
recognition of the arm’s-length role and responsibility of AIMCo.
AIMCo invests money not only on behalf of this government but on
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behalf of the pension fund, some 70 billion dollars that they manage,
roughly half of which is the total responsibility of the government,
roughly half, in part, for the pension administration. We’re proud of
the work they do. To suggest that there’s any wrongdoing in that
would be to suggest also that in the Thames waterworks in the U.K.
or Puget Sound in Washington state they were not qualified.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Mental Health Services

Dr. Swann: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. Inthe Auditor General’s October
’08 report there were serious concerns raised about mental health
services. The government’s response in their 2009 fiscal plan was
to recommend: “Over the next three years, the Department of Health
and Wellness and AHS will identify and develop standards for
mental health services.” To the minister. The Auditor General
clearly called for standards. Will the minister table any standards or
evidence towards standards that have been created since this 2008
report?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition is correct
when he said that in our response to the Auditor General we
indicated that we would be developing those standards over the next
three years, and we intend to hold to that commitment.

Dr. Swann: | gather there has been no progress, then.

Again to the minister. By spending money wisely up front on
social and health programs, long-term costs are deferred or elimi-
nated. When will we see this minister set up and strengthen the
community support services for mental health?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, the government of Alberta has
funded mental health significantly over the last number of years to
the tune of some 600 million dollars annually. In addition to that,
we’ve had a strong part in the safe communities initiative. 1 think
the total dollars over a three-year period are in excess of a hundred
million dollars for mental health and addictions. 1 guess | would just
remind the hon. leader that one of the key parts of our action plan
last year was to release a children’s mental health strategy.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Will the minister be releasing
a new provincial mental health plan considering the changes that
have been introduced with Alberta Health Services and the elimina-
tion of the Mental Health Board?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, that’s something that we would
always be looking at, whether or not the plan, that was released
several years ago, would need revision. 1fso, we’d certainly be open
to that.

I think the important thing, however, is that we have put a lot of
emphasis during the past year in the development of the children’s
mental health strategy. We believe very strongly that we need to
identify at a young age those who have mental illnesses and put in
place treatment programs for them so that they can grow up to be
strong contributors to society.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Varsity.

All-terrain Vehicle Safety

Mr. Chase: Today we had the sad news of another tragic death of
a child while using an ATV. For some years now we have been
encouraging the government to take action on this issue. To the
Minister of Transportation: when will the minister bring in helmet
laws for children using ATVs?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, first of all, | have to say that that was
a very, very horrible tragedy this weekend, and my heart goes out to
the father. | can’t imagine. That would be your worst nightmare, to
find your own son in that position. That said, we don’t have the
information to even know if it was a helmet that created that
problem or what actually happened there. But | will say that we try
all the time to make sure that we have safe laws in Alberta. We’ve
been working on helmet legislation, which I do think will be coming
forward within the next year. 1 still tell people that they have to use
common sense and to please supervise their children when they’re
on ATVs.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister: when
will the minister introduce limits on the power of ATVsthat children
can operate?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, any manual you ever read for any one
of those ATVs that you purchase — there are safety standards all
along the fenders of most of these that come from the manufacturer.
We have to take responsibility ourselves and for our children, and
we have to do that within ourselves and train them on the safety
features of these vehicles.

Mr. Chase: The government has taken a stance on seat belts. The
government has taken a stance on bicycle helmets. To the same
minister: when will there be mandatory licensing for all-terrain
vehicles and their drivers?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, we only have jurisdiction on Crown
land and on public lands under the highway Traffic Safety Act.
Under the highway Traffic Safety Act we try to look after all of that
Crown land. On private land | don’t have jurisdiction as the
Minister of Transportation. 1’m not so sure that all people, whether
they vote for our party, which most of them do, or these other two
really want us interfering on their private rights on their private land.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Mental Health Services
(continued)

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Alberta’s mental
health system has been in crisis for decades, and a balanced
approach, with more medical and housing services at the community
level, would go a long way towards improving things. At least that’s
what a report commissioned by this government concluded over two
years ago. Their own steering committee on mental health approved
the report before it was turned into a state secret by this government.
My question is for the minister of health. Why are you covering up
this government’s mental health failures, and why did your ministry
hide this report from the public?
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Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, there’s probably no department
that tables more reports in this Legislative Assembly than the
Department of Health and Wellness. As a department you commis-
sion reports periodically, from time to time. Some of them you
table; some of them you don’t. They become advice to the depart-
ment or the minister. The recommendations from these reports find
their way into policy, and that’s exactly what has happened here.

2:00

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, there’s nothing in this report that the
public shouldn’t have seen.

In 2002 to 2003 over 2 and a quarter million doctors’ visits in
Albertawere for mental health issues, which represents nearly 40 per
cent of general practitioner billings. Covering up this report and
ignoring its findings costs our economy over $5 billion a year, and
this minister’s inaction contributes to higher health care costs. To
the minister: when will you admit that implementing the report
would not only help thousands and thousands of people get better
but could actually help control health care costs in our province?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’ll just repeat what | replied
earlier in the House to the Leader of the Opposition, that this
government has committed some 600 million dollars annually to
mental health. We have been a strong participant in the safe
communities initiative, where, again, over a three-year period some
100 million dollars is going towards new beds for treatment
facilities. So | would suggest that this government has taken this
issue very seriously and will continue to take it seriously.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, the government might as well be pushing
mentally ill people into the cracks of the system. They’ve known for
decades that it’s broken. They got a viable road map to fix it two
years ago, but they buried it, and in October, when the Auditor
General said the system was in trouble, they cut his funding. My
question is to the minister of health. When will you stop ignoring
this silent epidemic and hiding the truth from Albertans, that you’re
failing our people with mental illness and that you don’t want the
good advice that the . . .

The Speaker: I’ll recognize the hon. Minister of Health and
Wellness.

Mr. Liepert: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, the only people who are
ignoring is the particular member here, who hasn’t been listening to
any of the answers that I’ve been providing.

You know, in the last year through the safe communities program
we’ve opened up some 80 new residential beds, and in this particular
budget, that was just introduced in this House a couple of weeks ago,
there is some additional 42 million dollars allocated through our
department through safe communities. We anticipate an equal
number of beds that’ll be opened. We treat this matter very
seriously, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Plan for Parks

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This morning the
Minister of Tourism, Parks and Recreation released Alberta’s plan
for parks, and 1’d like to congratulate her on this achievement.
Recently I’ve been reading articles that suggest specific percentages
of land should be set aside for parks. My question to the minister:

does the plan for parks propose a set percentage of land for parks in
Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Ady: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. The hon. member is right:
we were able to announce the plan for parks. We’ve been in
consultation for a long time, and | was very pleased to be able to
bring forward a plan that | think balances conservation with the idea
of people being able to enjoy or have access to those parks.

As to numbers, some were asking if we were putting formulas or
specific percentages. We’re not. We’re going out to regional
planning. We’re going to be asking those communities and taking
a look at it from that direction. Really, if you were to look at the
parks in this province, 4 per cent of the land base is already pro-
tected under provincial parks. As well as the federal parks it’s 13
per cent of the system, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second question to
the same minister: can the minister tell me how new parks will be
created under this plan?

Mrs. Ady: Well, Mr. Speaker, as | was saying, we’re going out into
these regional plans. There’s an opportunity to nominate parks, and
it’s going to be done at a community level. The hon. member, of
course, has a great example in her community, where we had all the
various groups get together and sit down, even those that were
opposed to activity. They came forward with a wonderful plan for
the Eagle Point provincial park and the Blue Rapids provincial
recreation area, a great example and one that we’re going to use as
a prototype as we go out into the community.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question to the
same minister. The land-use framework released at the end of last
year mentioned the development of a plan for parks as a priority
action. How does the plan for parks fit within the land-use frame-
work?

Mrs. Ady: Thisis very important, Mr. Speaker, because the land-use
framework is now divided into seven regions, and they’re going out
and they’re using the watersheds of this province. We will be going
out with the land-use framework with the park plan. We will look
at those same regions. We are using the same criteria that they are
using, and in the end we want to achieve the goal of sustainable,
responsible land use in Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie, followed by the
hon. Member for Red Deer-South.

Federal Health Transfer Payments

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, the government’s latest
PR spin to distract attention away from the crisis in health care and
the embarrassing multibillion-dollar deficit is to blame Ottawa and
the federal government for all its problems. This blame game
always comes up when they know they’re in trouble, and it is
disingenuous and, quite frankly, a tired tactic. To the President of
the Treasury Board: when will this government stop blaming Ottawa
for its own fiscal mismanagement and take ownership of the fact that
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after collecting multibillion dollars in resource revenue, they’re now
scrambling to get $700 million from their federal cousins?

Mr. Snelgrove: Mr. Speaker, | would suggest that what this
government has done historically and will continue to do into the
future is stand up for the rights of Albertans. When it comes to
health care, | don’t think anyone in Alberta is any less important
than anyone who lives anywhere else in Canada. There may be
other equations they want to use to equalize the wealth that we share
as Canadians, but from strictly a point of health care | think all
Canadians should be treated the same.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed a historic
moment when the President of the Treasury Board argues for the
return of a program, the equalization of health transfers, that the Paul
Martin Liberals suggested and the Harper Conservatives took away.

Since there has been quite a bit of revisionist history going on,
does the President of the Treasury Board understand the fact that by
demanding $700 million of health transfers, this government is
asking that their federal cousins follow through with the policy of
their Liberal predecessors?

Mr. Snelgrove: Like most Albertans, Mr. Speaker, we try on a daily
basis to forget how wonderful our federal Liberal cousins were to us.
We try daily. We’re not arguing with our federal cousins. We’ve
entered into a very constructive debate about how we’re going to
fund health care. If the hon. members don’t think that’s a responsi-
ble move, then they can say so. We’re debating about funding
health care on an equitable basis.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Maybe | can get the Presi-
dent of the Treasury Board to enter into a debate with Ross from
Stony Plain, one of the people who has brought his questions to us
because Albertans are clearly angry about this budget. Ross would
like to know if the President of the Treasury Board understands the
fact that if our unprecedented wealth had been properly managed
over the last 20 years, we would be facing this economic downturn
in much better shape than we are now.

Mr. Snelgrove: Mr. Speaker, we have used the tremendous wealth
that has come from our resources and other industries in Alberta to
build a province that is virtually the envy of the world. 1 don’t
understand what they think is wrong with having world-class
universities, world-class health facilities, an education system that
leads the world, and people that are healthier, wealthier, and, thank
goodness, wiser than most of them.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Red Deer-South, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-MccCall.

Buffalo Housing First Program

Mr. Dallas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We have an excellent
program in Red Deer for homeless people. The former Buffalo
Hotel was renovated two years ago to rehouse homeless people and
provide them with the right services to address their homelessness.
Last year Housing and Urban Affairs provided $465,000 in operating
funding. My first question is for the Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs. Can the minister tell us if provincial funding will continue
in the next fiscal year?

Mrs. Fritz: Mr. Speaker, | know that the Member for Red Deer-
South has advocated for and supports this program, which began as
a pilot project two years ago. It is a good program, hon. member.
It’s a program that’s a public-private partnership. It’s funded by all
three levels of government. It aligns with our Housing First model.
I can tell you that given the success of this program the member will
be pleased to know that we are committed to providing a further
$584,000 for it to continue to operate this year.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Dallas: Thank you. My second question is for the same
minister. Can the minister explain the difference between the
Buffalo Housing First program for the homeless and affordable
housing?

Mrs. Fritz: Well, Mr. Speaker, as the member knows, too, having
served on the task force for the 10-year plan for Red Deer, housing
is quite different for the homeless than affordable housing. Housing
for the homeless is smaller in size, about 400 square feet, has single
occupancy, and also is based on an individual’s ability to pay
whereas affordable housing is more modest in size and amenities, is
standard in the community that it’s located in, and is for individuals
as well as seniors and families and people with special needs. Rents
are based on 10 per cent below the municipality’s market value.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Dallas: Thank you. This program, | believe, has shown great
results. My question for the minister: what would she consider the
supporting evidence that the Buffalo Housing First program is
working?

Mrs. Fritz: Mr. Speaker, as the member said, this program does
work extremely well. They’ve housed successfully 40 people that
have been chronically homeless, along with support services. In
fact, the administration received a very prestigious award last week,
that the hon. member is aware of, for their outstanding work. The
Canadian Mental Health Association and Potter’s Hands Develop-
ments were honoured with the Robert Hale Jr. memorial award from
the Canadian Housing and Renewal Association. That shows you
that Housing First does work for our homeless.

The Speaker: The. hon. Member for Calgary-McCall, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Egmont.

2:10 Government Information Technology Security

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In his report from last year the
Auditor General highlighted very serious concerns about information
technology security. Footprints were found from international
hackers on government systems. To the Minister of Service Alberta:
given the growing sophistication of international hackers, what
specific steps are being taken to combat this threat to Albertans’
personal information?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With respect to the
Auditor General’s report of last year Service Alberta did indeed
accept all of his recommendations. We take the security of Alber-
tans’ information very seriously. We have made a number of
changes in areas. The first one we’ve done is that we have a chief
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security officer that’s responsible for all information, all government
departments resident in Service Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. How has the minister
improved the design and administration of government websites?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’ll add some other
comments as well on this. We review information security policies
with input from all ministries through the CIO Council, that meets
on a regular basis with the deputy ministers. We’ve been tightening
security of all government web applications and put in place
technical controls to further protect the government network from
cyberattacks, and we are working with the Department of Infrastruc-
ture to address the physical security of data facilities across the
province.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As the registries are responsi-
ble for health care insurance information as of April 1, 2009, how
will that information be protected since the ministry hasn’t fully
implemented the Auditor General’s recommendations?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Currently there are 20
registry offices across Alberta and a pilot project that we’re doing
jointly with Alberta Health and Wellness, where Albertans can come
and register and get their new Alberta health card, whether they’re
new residents or whether they have to make a change of information.
This is viewed as an excellent measure in giving Albertans access to
services. Most certainly, under the registry system the security
approaches we take are there within the CARS system.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Egmont, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Residential Tenancy Disputes

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My office is
getting some calls about a program that the government has
introduced which allows landlords and tenants to resolve disputes
without going to court, not that there’s anything wrong with going
to court. The residential tenancy dispute resolution service has
apparently been quite successful, and | understand that there’s
funding in this year’s budget to take it province-wide. To the
Minister of Service Alberta: why isn’t this program available yet to
all Albertans?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The residential tenancy
dispute resolution service, or RTDRS, has been very successful.
This is a unique program because it’s faster and less expensive for
tenants to resolve their disputes, and you’re not going through the
law system. In Edmonton and Calgary it has significantly reduced
the amount of time the courts have to spend on landlord and tenant
disputes. The service is currently available in Calgary, Edmonton,
and northern Alberta. We are planning to have it available province-
wide as soon as possible.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Egmont.

Mr. Denis: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. To the same minister:
if the funding is now available, what is the holdup? Why can’t the
program be expanded province-wide?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We are moving as
quickly as possible to make this service available to all Albertans
because of the good work that it does. In northern Alberta we’ve
made the program available also through teleconferencing, and
we’re looking at that approach in other parts of the province as well.
Funding is a key part of the equation, but we also need to have staff
and office space available. We’re working hard on all these fronts
to get the offices up and running.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Denis: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. Finally, to the same
minister: does this program arbitrate all types of disputes, and is the
program final, or is there a right of appeal?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The disputes that are
dealt with through the RTDRS are disputes over eviction, unpaid
rent, unpaid utilities, security deposits, damages, repairs, and other
common disagreements. Disputes are heard by an officer who
makes a decision that is binding on both parties. Decisions can be
appealed to the courts in some cases, but this is rare.

This is an excellent program, an example of the great work that
our government is doing. As well, the satisfaction rate is going up
on a regular basis, up into the high 80s, and continues to go up.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Plan for Parks
(continued)

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. While the province’s plan for
parks has finally been released, Albertans are still left with a number
of questions. The plan for parks says that involving Albertans is its
number 1 strategy, yet the plan seems to have ignored Albertans’
calls in a provincial survey for the creation of new parks, with no
new specific commitments for parks in the plan. To the Minister of
Tourism, Parks and Recreation: was the minister serious about
taking the concerns of Albertans into account, or was the survey
merely a publicity stunt to give the illusion of Albertans actually
being able to have a say?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Ady: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. | mean, the hon. member
makes a good point. The Praxis report did ask for us to develop new
parks, but it also asked for us to make them accessible, so we’re
doing both. We’re going in on a regional basis and giving Albertans
a voice for the first time in the development of the parks in their
region. We haven’t always done that, but we’re doing it in the
future. 1’d say to the hon. member that he should read the entire
Praxis report. It covered all areas, and I think this park plan captures
it.
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The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you. Will the minister be establishing Andy
Russell I’tai Sah Kop north of Waterton national park as a protected
park, something which Albertans have been advocating for several
years?

Mrs. Ady: Mr. Speaker, as to specific parks, again, we have a
regional process that’s going out there. We’re going to be joining
the Minister of SRD and the land-use framework. When we get to
that region, we’ll take a look at that area.

Mr. Chase: Can the minister explain why there is no commitment
this year for either the capital region river valley park or the
Glenbow Ranch provincial park on Calgary’s western doorstep?
How can you claim to have a vision for provincial parks when the
ones you’ve already committed to appear to be shelved or getting no
additional support?

Mrs. Ady: Well, I don’t know where the hon. member is getting his
information from, Mr. Speaker. Some 50 million dollars went to the
river valley park last year as they prepare to get ready to build that
park. That is going to take a few years, but it’s going to be fabulous.

As for the Glenbow, we are well in the process of planning that
today. It’s very complex because it’s between Cochrane and
Calgary. We want to get it right, we will get it right, and it’ll be a
good thing when it’s ready.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark.

Carbon Pricing

Ms Notley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The National Round Table on
the Environment and the Economy produced a report last week that
called for a cap and trade system to meet greenhouse gas reduction
targets. The CEOs of Suncor, the Royal Bank, and Manulife were
quick to endorse the report. They realize that this is the best way to
satisfy the main customer of our natural resources, the U.S. To the
Environment minister: why won’t the minister admit that his
stubborn reliance on intensity targets isn’t fooling anyone, is
isolating Alberta from our best customer, and will ultimately lead to
fewer and fewer markets for our natural resources?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, | remind the member once again
that as of today Alberta is the only jurisdiction in North America that
has any regulation. The report of the national round-table is a good
report. It talks about the need for a price on carbon. Alberta is
comfortable with that. In fact, we’ve been saying all along that we
need a carbon price. There are a number of initiatives that this
round-table committee has come out with and discussed that we are
in agreement with. The one that we remain concerned with is the
emphasis within this report on international carbon trading. We are
not going to be paying for someone else to solve their problem while
we do not solve ours.

Ms Notley: Well, Mr. Speaker, the minister and his staff from the
Public Affairs Bureau are the only ones that believe the spin on
intensity targets. Now, last week the U.S. EPA released a report that
increases the likelihood that Congress will pass legislation later this
year designed to cut CO, levels with a hard cap and trade system.
However, this government is heading in exactly the opposite
direction, refusing to implement regulations that will bring us in line

with the rest of the world. Why won’t you admit that your intensity
targets are nothing more than a laughable smokescreen that nobody
is going to buy except your staff and that does nothing to address
climate change?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, intensity targets are the tool that is used
to get to hard caps. Without dealing with the individual emitters,
we’re not going to get to the hard caps. What this member and so
many others fail to accept is that you need to start somewhere. You
could have all the grandiose promises and aspirational goals in the
world, but unless you have a road to get there, you’ll never get there.
We have a road to get there.

Ms Notley: Well, Mr. Speaker, this minister has never given us a
day or a deadline for hard caps in this province. The fact of the
matter is that Alberta’s energy future is at a crossroads that we can’t
deny. Our natural resources could very well sustain us through a
transition to a green economy, but it will take this government to
wake up to today’s international political and environmental
realities. Now, you can choose whether to ignore the international
warnings to clean up our tar sands and risk having our trading
partners wedge us out of the market, or you can choose to clean up
your act and abandon once and for all your reliance on the myth of
intensity targets. Which will it be?

2:20

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, the day that we adopt hard caps will be
the same day that our competitors adopt hard caps. They’re not
there, and we’re not there, but we’re getting there.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Anthony Henday Drive

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Recently the hon. Minister
of Transportation announced construction of the overpass at the
Anthony Henday in my constituency. That’s good news. At the
recent annual general meeting of the La Perle Community League
Wes Ursulak and other constituents expressed concerns about the
Easter weekend tree removal along Stony Plain Road at the Anthony
Henday intersection. My first question to the Minister of Transpor-
tation: did anyone from the ministry notify my residents and
constituents about the removal of these wooded areas, and if so,
when and how?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Ouellette: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 1'd like to let the hon. member
know that the contractor notified residents that were backing onto
Anthony Henday Drive of the planned tree removal. More than 120
construction bulletins were delivered to residents on April 3 in the
communities of Aldergrove and La Perle. The bulletins were
delivered on the east side of Anthony Henday Drive between
Whitemud Drive and 100th Avenue.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental is to
the same minister. My constituents are concerned about what the
future of the Henday will look like in their backyards. Can the
minister tell us: are there plans for reforestation or construction of a
berm?
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Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, when completed, there will be
stormwater ponds with wetland features on the northeast and
southeast corners of the interchange. The remaining areas will only
be seeded to grass. These trees will not be replanted as they would
need to be removed for the ultimate configuration of the interchange
and the installation of utilities that may be needed at a later date. It’s
important to remember that this area is part of the transportation and
utility corridor that was identified in the late *70s, and it was not
ever designated as parkland.

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, my second supplemental question is to
the same minister. After hearing the minister’s response and the
concerns of my constituents, | sincerely believe that there was a
communication issue with the perception of what the area was going
to look like. Will the minister commit to a process whereby
department representatives will meet with the La Perle Community
League representatives in order to discuss the respective concerns
and issues?

Mr. Ouellette: Mr. Speaker, if | heard the question right, he’s
asking: will we communicate with them? They have; | have already.
Actually, the hon. member there called me one night from a
community league meeting, and | said that | would look into it and
make sure. Since then, | understand that over the weekend some in
my department have spoken with the community league leaders. |
will try to make sure that the construction people keep them
informed on what’s happening during that project.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by
the hon. Member for Grande Prairie-Wapiti.

Carbon Pricing
(continued)

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. In 2007 the
government commissioned the Jaccard report, which modelled the
effect carbon charges would have on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Although the minister adopted some of the recommenda-
tions, they were watered down to such an extent that many ques-
tioned whether success was possible. The Auditor General warned
that without a plan “Alberta could spend a lot of money but not
achieve emissions [intensity] targets.” To the Minister of Environ-
ment: how much money is the minister willing to risk for a strategy
that is more about PR than about climate change?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, the issue of climate change and
greenhouse gas reductions is very much part of the discussions that
are currently under way not only here in Alberta but nationally and
internationally. With the advent of the Obama administration south
of the Canada-U.S. border, we’re now starting to get to a point
where | believe we are truly going to be able to see some significant
and real progress because Alberta will no longer be acting alone but
will be acting in concert with all of the rest of North America.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. To the same minister: why has the
minister set emissions intensity targets without a real plan to achieve
them?

Mr. Renner: Well, Mr. Speaker, | really take exception to the
suggestion that there is no plan to achieve targets. The fact of the
matter is that we have legislation in place, and we are achieving

those targets. There are compliance mechanisms that are the law in
Alberta. One is to have reductions of intensity, real reductions in
CO,. Two is to have an Alberta-based offset. Three is to invest in
the technology that will lead to large, grand-scale reductions,
through implementation of technology such as CCS.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. Again to the same minister: given that
the Minister of Environment has admitted that the carbon charge is
too low, can the minister tell us if this administration will adjust the
charge by a larger amount now or whether it will be following
B.C.’s lead in instituting smaller yearly increases?

Mr. Renner: Mr. Speaker, the price for carbon, the compliance
mechanism, the contribution to the technology fund, is set at $15 a
tonne as we speak. There is no reason for us to believe that it will
not increase over time. We also believe very firmly that there is that
balance that needs to be maintained between economic activity and
environmental protection. That balance is based upon ensuring that
we don’t get so far ahead of our competitors that we cease to do
business at all. The fact is that as the rest of North America comes
onside — and | have every reason to believe that they will — | fully
expect that $15 price to rise quite considerably.

Grande Prairie Young Offender Centre

Mr. Drysdale: Mr. Speaker, some of my constituents recently came
to me with concerns about the closure of the Grande Prairie Young
Offender Centre. They have many concerns about the impact that
the closure will have on them and the community of Grande Prairie.
My questions are to the Solicitor General and Minister of Public
Security. Can the minister explain to my constituents why the centre
is being closed?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Lindsay: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. | want to start off by
saying that this decision was certainly not taken lightly. We
understood the impact on the community and the offenders and their
families and staff. However, the centre has been underutilized for
a number of years. It has a capacity for 32 young offenders and last
year averaged only 11. We need to ensure that we are using our
taxpayers’ dollars wisely, and that means running the most effective
corrections system we can.

Mr. Drysdale: To the same minister: how will the young offenders
be reintegrated into the community when they are placed in a young
offender centre hundreds of kilometres from their home?

Mr. Lindsay: Mr. Speaker, under the Youth Justice Act all young
offenders released from custody must be supervised by a probation
officer for a period of time in their communities. We have a strong
network of probation officers across the province who provide
supportand supervision of these young offenders. Probation officers
also work very closely with local agencies to refer these young
offenders to community programs and services that can further
support their efforts to reintegrate back into society. Closing the
Grande Prairie Young Offender Centre will not change this.

Mr. Drysdale: Again to the same minister: will the closure of the
young offender centre result in a facility sitting unused for months
or years?
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Mr. Lindsay: Mr. Speaker, when we made the decision to close this
facility, | directed my staff to begin exploring options with other
government departments to utilize this facility. We are continuing
to explore all those options. | want to assure the member that this
facility will not remain empty for very long, and | also want to
reassure the member that all staff who were employed at that facility
will have the opportunity to be redeployed within the ministry.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lethbridge-East, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

2:30 Municipal Sustainability Initiative

Ms Pastoor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The municipal sustainability
initiative was an election promise to address the critical need for
financial support of infrastructure projects. Two years later and a
$600 million promise made for this year falls $200 million short. To
the Minister of Municipal Affairs. Contrary to the original news
release the 10-year MSI funding has not proven to be the predictable
and sustainable revenue source that it was promised to be. Can the
minister tell us how many projects across Alberta will be indefinitely
deferred because of this $200 million broken promise?

Mr. Danyluk: Well, Mr. Speaker, first of all, | need to say to you
and this House that the municipal sustainability initiative was
created to help municipalities with sustainability and with predict-
ability of funding. In the guidelines it very specifically talks about
that if revenue drops, so would the municipal sustainability initia-
tive. In this particular budget and at this particular time revenue has
dropped. We have had continuous meetings with the associations,
with municipalities about the impact that it may have on municipali-
ties.

Ms Pastoor: Given that the minister has reneged on this year’s
promise of MSI funding levels, next year’s promise of $1.4 billion
seems like a pipe dream. How are municipalities supposed to plan
for the future and cope with downloaded responsibilities without the
dollars to pay for it when the administration doesn’t follow through
on promises?

Mr. Danyluk: This government is committed to municipalities. If
the opposition would look at the three-year plan, $1.2 million dollars
plus is allocated. As well, I can say to you, Mr. Speaker, that we
have worked with those municipalities to discuss the challenges not
only that they have had in the last couple of years but also with this
budget. We need to maximize the stimulus program that the federal
government talks about. We’re working with those municipalities
to help maximize that program.

Ms Pastoor: Okay. Some of that conversation would assume that
the minister intends to fulfill the $1.4 billion promise in the MSI
funding for next year. Where will those funds come from if oil and
gas prices don’t turn around as quickly or to the degree that is
optimistically predicted by our finance minister?

Mr. Danyluk: Well, Mr. Speaker, | can see that the member from
the opposition has never done a budget. What did take place is that
we have worked with the municipalities to ensure that we can help
support the municipalities to the greatest degree possible. Working
with the municipalities, working with the federal government, and
working with this government, we can ensure that we will support
the municipalities into the future. The MSI program is a good
program. It is a program that is going to carry municipalities into
the future.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie, followed
by the hon. Member for Calgary-Buffalo.

Edmonton Public Library Mill Woods Branch

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Mill
Woods branch of the Edmonton public library, located in my
constituency of Edmonton-Ellerslie, is relocating from its current
location at Mill Woods Town Centre to a larger space. Can the
Minister of Municipal Affairs please explain what funding is
available to support the public libraries?

Mr. Danyluk: Well, Mr. Speaker, libraries are the cornerstones of
our communities. We support new and existing libraries in many
ways. Firstofall, last week we announced an increase of $9 million,
to $32 million, to help support the operational libraries. MSI is
available for capital. Lottery grants are available from Culture and
Community Spirit. This increased support will help strengthen
libraries in Alberta, including Edmonton.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. My final
suppleme