Province of Alberta

The 27th Legislature
Second Session

Alberta Bansard

Thursday, April 23, 2009

Issue 29

The Honourable Kenneth R. Kowalski, Speaker




Legislative Assembly of Alberta
The 27th Legislature

Second Session
Kowalski, Hon. Ken, Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock, Speaker
Cao, Wayne C.N., Calgary-Fort, Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees
Mitzel, Len, Cypress-Medicine Hat, Deputy Chair of Committees

Ady, Hon. Cindy, Calgary-Shaw (PC),
Minister of Tourism, Parks and Recreation
Allred, Ken, St. Albert (PC)
Amery, Moe, Calgary-East (PC)
Anderson, Rob, Airdrie-Chestermere (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Solicitor General and Public Security
Benito, Carl, Edmonton-Mill Woods (PC)
Berger, Evan, Livingstone-Macleod (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Sustainable Resource Development
Bhardwaj, Naresh, Edmonton-Ellerslie (PC)
Bhullar, Manmeet Singh, Calgary-Montrose (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Advanced Education
and Technology
Blackett, Hon. Lindsay, Calgary-North West (PC),
Minister of Culture and Community Spirit
Blakeman, Laurie, Edmonton-Centre (AL),
Deputy Leader of the Official Opposition
Official Opposition House Leader
Boutilier, Guy C., Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo (PC)
Brown, Dr. Neil, QC, Calgary-Nose Hill (PC)
Calahasen, Pearl, Lesser Slave Lake (PC)
Campbell, Robin, West Yellowhead (PC),
Deputy Government Whip
Chase, Harry B., Calgary-Varsity (AL),
Official Opposition Whip
Dallas, Cal, Red Deer-South (PC)
Danyluk, Hon. Ray, Lac La Biche-St. Paul (PC),
Minister of Municipal Affairs
DelLong, Alana, Calgary-Bow (PC)
Denis, Jonathan, Calgary-Egmont (PC)
Doerksen, Arno, Strathmore-Brooks (PC)
Drysdale, Wayne, Grande Prairie-Wapiti (PC)
Elniski, Doug, Edmonton-Calder (PC)
Evans, Hon. Iris, Sherwood Park (PC),
Minister of Finance and Enterprise
Fawecett, Kyle, Calgary-North Hill (PC)
Forsyth, Heather, Calgary-Fish Creek (PC)
Fritz, Hon. Yvonne, Calgary-Cross (PC),
Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs
Goudreau, Hon. Hector G., Dunvegan-Central Peace (PC),
Minister of Employment and Immigration
Griffiths, Doug, Battle River-Wainwright (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Agriculture and Rural Development
Groeneveld, Hon. George, Highwood (PC),
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
Hancock, Hon. Dave, QC, Edmonton-Whitemud (PC),
Minister of Education, Government House Leader
Hayden, Hon. Jack, Drumheller-Stettler (PC),
Minister of Infrastructure
Hehr, Kent, Calgary-Buffalo (AL)
Horne, Fred, Edmonton-Rutherford (PC)
Horner, Hon. Doug, Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert (PC),
Minister of Advanced Education and Technology
Jablonski, Hon. Mary Anne, Red Deer-North (PC),
Minister of Seniors and Community Supports
Jacobs, Broyce, Cardston-Taber-Warner (PC)
Johnson, Jeff, Athabasca-Redwater (PC)
Johnston, Art, Calgary-Hays (PC)
Kang, Darshan S., Calgary-McCall (AL)
Klimchuk, Hon. Heather, Edmonton-Glenora (PC),
Minister of Service Alberta
Knight, Hon. Mel, Grande Prairie-Smoky (PC),
Minister of Energy

Leskiw, Genia, Bonnyville-Cold Lake (PC)

Liepert, Hon. Ron, Calgary-West (PC),
Minister of Health and Wellness

Lindsay, Hon. Fred, Stony Plain (PC),
Solicitor General and Minister of Public Security

Lukaszuk, Thomas A., Edmonton-Castle Downs (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs

Lund, Ty, Rocky Mountain House (PC)

MacDonald, Hugh, Edmonton-Gold Bar (AL)

Marz, Richard, Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills (PC)

Mason, Brian, Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood (NDP),
Leader of the NDP Opposition

McFarland, Barry, Little Bow (PC)

McQueen, Diana, Drayton Valley-Calmar (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Environment

Morton, Hon. F.L., Foothills-Rocky View (PC),
Minister of Sustainable Resource Development

Notley, Rachel, Edmonton-Strathcona (NDP),
Deputy Leader of the NDP Opposition,
NDP Opposition House Leader

Oberle, Frank, Peace River (PC),
Government Whip

Olson, Verlyn, QC, Wetaskiwin-Camrose (PC)

Ouellette, Hon. Luke, Innisfail-Sylvan Lake (PC),
Minister of Transportation

Pastoor, Bridget Brennan, Lethbridge-East (AL),
Deputy Official Opposition Whip

Prins, Ray, Lacombe-Ponoka (PC)

Quest, Dave, Strathcona (PC)

Redford, Hon. Alison M., QC, Calgary-Elbow (PC),
Minister of Justice and Attorney General

Renner, Hon. Rob, Medicine Hat (PC),
Minister of Environment, Deputy Government House Leader

Rodney, Dave, Calgary-Lougheed (PC)

Rogers, George, Leduc-Beaumont-Devon (PC)

Sandhu, Peter, Edmonton-Manning (PC)

Sarich, Janice, Edmonton-Decore (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Education

Sherman, Dr. Raj, Edmonton-Meadowlark (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Health and Wellness

Snelgrove, Hon. Lloyd, Vermilion-Lloydminster (PC),
President of the Treasury Board

Stelmach, Hon. Ed, Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville (PC),
Premier, President of Executive Council

Stevens, Hon. Ron, QC, Calgary-Glenmore (PC),
Deputy Premier, Minister of International and
Intergovernmental Relations

Swann, Dr. David, Calgary-Mountain View (AL),
Leader of the Official Opposition

Taft, Dr. Kevin, Edmonton-Riverview (AL)

Tarchuk, Hon. Janis, Banff-Cochrane (PC),
Minister of Children and Youth Services

Taylor, Dave, Calgary-Currie (AL)

VanderBurg, George, Whitecourt-Ste. Anne (PC)

Vandermeer, Tony, Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview (PC)

Weadick, Greg, Lethbridge-West (PC)

Webber, Len, Calgary-Foothills (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Energy

Woo-Paw, Teresa, Calgary-Mackay (PC)

Xiao, David H., Edmonton-McClung (PC),
Parliamentary Assistant, Employment and Immigration

Zwozdesky, Hon. Gene, Edmonton-Mill Creek (PC),
Minister of Aboriginal Relations,
Deputy Government House Leader

Officers and Officials of the Legislative Assembly

Clerk
Clerk Assistant/

Director of House Services
Clerk of Journals/Table Research
Senior Parliamentary Counsel

W.J. David McNeil

Louise J. Kamuchik
Micheline S. Gravel
Robert H. Reynolds, QC

Shannon Dean
Brian G. Hodgson

Senior Parliamentary Counsel
Sergeant-at-Arms

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms J. Ed Richard
Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms William C. Semple
Managing Editor of Alberta Hansard Liz Sim



April 23, 2009

Alberta Hansard 785

Legislative Assembly of Alberta

1:30 p.m. Thursday, April 23, 2009

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon. Welcome.

Let us pray. Give to each member of this Legislature a strong and
abiding sense of the great responsibilities laid upon us. Give us a
deep and thorough understanding of the needs of the people we
serve. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Advanced Education and
Technology.

Mr. Horner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour to introduce
to you and through you to all members of the Legislative Assembly
a group of grade 6 students from Camilla school in Riviére Qui
Barre in my riding. This year their school gym became non-usable,
and the community has come together along with the parents and
facilities in the community. | want to commend both the teachers
and parents and the students for making a difficult situation work-
able while we repair the gym. They’re here touring the Legislature
today and have had a great morning touring around the magic spot
and whatnot. 1’d like to introduce to you the teachers, Ms Amanda
Langford, Mr. Mike Panstian, Mrs. Sandra Hollett, Mrs. Chancy
Moores, and bus driver Mr. David Soetaert. They are seated in our
public gallery, and | would ask that they rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

Mr. Marz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased to rise today and
introduce a group of enthusiastic, hard-working students from
Kneehill Christian school, which is located just outside the village
of Linden. They’re here today to learn how democracy works, and
I’m sure they won’t be disappointed. They are accompanied today
by teachers Miss Terri Miller and Miss Vicki Reimer as well as by
parents and helpers Mr. DaVon Baerg, Mrs. Darla Baerg, Mr. Lorne
Reimer, Mrs. Staphene Reimer, Mr. Dale Wiebe, and Mrs.
Charmaine Wiebe. They’re in the members’ gallery, and | would
ask them to rise and receive the gracious welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure to
welcome a group of wonderful students from Winfield school in my
riding of Drayton Valley-Calmar. These 25 bright grade 6 students
along with their teacher, Mr. Thomas Wilkinson, and parent helpers
Mrs. Renee Harris and Mrs. Jeannette Chappell will be touring our
Legislature, and I’ll have the pleasure to be meeting with them later
on today. They will be arriving during question period; however, |
still invite you to give them the traditional warm welcome of this
Legislature.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathcona.

Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour to rise today

and introduce to you and through you to this Assembly a group of
students here today visiting us from Madonna Catholic school in
Sherwood Park. I’'m introducing this group on behalf of my
colleague the hon. Member for Sherwood Park. They’re accompa-
nied today by their teacher, Mr. Ray Rudanec, and parent helper
Mrs. Tracy McCloy. They’re seated in the public gallery, and |
would ask that they all rise to receive the traditional warm welcome
of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks.

Mr. Doerksen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me great pleasure
to introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly
a group of 31 grade 6 students from Bassano elementary school.
These young people travelled four hours on a school bus yesterday
to be in Edmonton, are here this afternoon in the Legislature, and
will be travelling back later this afternoon. They are accompanied
today by their teachers, Miss Jeneen Armstrong and Mrs. Della
Armstrong, and parent chaperones Mrs. Jodi Bjornson, Mr. Bill
Kelly, Mr. Marty Holmes, Mrs. Tanya Moss, Mrs. Carrie Lassiter,
and Mr. Darrell McCoomb. They are seated up in the public gallery,
and | would ask them all to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to rise today
to introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly a
group of nine teachers from the Rotary group study exchange team
from Belize. Rotary group study exchange teams provide young
professionals and businesspersons an opportunity to experience their
business or profession during a three- to four-week visit to another
country. For the past two years this Rotary district in co-operation
with Belize Rotary clubs and the Belize Ministry of Education has
been sending a team of 24 teachers to Belize each summer to
conduct workshops for teachers in that area in the areas of math,
science, and language arts. Funding has been provided by the
Rotary Foundation, Rotary district 5370 Rotary clubs, and a
matching grant from the government of Alberta.

Today we have with us a group from Rotary district 5370’s Belize
literacy program. The purpose of the program is to assist Belize in
raising its primary school completion rate, reduce the dropout rate,
and improve teaching excellence. The group study exchange team
is lead by two Rotarians from Belize, Dr. Eve Aird and Javier
Moreno, and includes seven other team members of teachers, school
administrators, and Ministry of Education officials: Erwin Arnold,
Nelson Longsworth, Jerris Valentine Jr., Franzine Flores, Althea
Spain, Glenford Parham, and Anthony Morris. They’re joined by St.
Albert teacher Bernie Hryciw and local Rotarian Marilyn Mucha.
They’re seated in the members’ gallery. 1’d like to ask all of our
guests to please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of
this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1t’s my pleasure
to rise and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly four very special people in the members’ gallery today.
Alyse Reid and Lynne Amyotte are University of Alberta students
who have volunteered with the give akid a lunch program. They are
joined by Natalie Chesser and Linda Armstrong of the Unity Centre.
I will give a statement describing more about their wonderful work
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today. | would ask these four guests to rise and receive the tradi-
tional warm welcome of this Assembly.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'm just
delighted to introduce an individual who works very hard for the
people in the city of Edmonton. We have with us, joining us in the
public gallery, Jon Hall. Jon is the manager of marketing and
communications for the Edmonton Real Estate Board. We were
hoping to have him joined today by Bill Fowler, who is the director
of industry and government relations for the Alberta Real Estate
Association, but he, unfortunately, was turned back on the highway
from Calgary. We do have Jon with us in the gallery, and I would
ask him to please rise and accept the warm welcome of the Assem-
bly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark.

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to introduce
to you and through you to all members of this Assembly a prominent
Albertan. Her family came from Barry, south Wales, to Irma,
Alberta, in 1927, where they farmed. Her mother moved to
Edmonton and became a teacher. Unfortunately, her father died
when she was 10. This Albertan married and had four children,
went to Grant MacEwan College and the University of Alberta,
worked in information management, and was one of Alberta
Ventures magazine’s 50 most influential people. She wrote a story
about an Albertan family. It’s called No Corner Boys Here. The
book won an Independent Publisher’s book award, best nonfiction,
Canada west category. The hon. Member for Battle River-Wain-
wright purchased a copy for every library in his constituency, and in
Edmonton-Meadowlark we purchased a copy for every school in our
constituency. This is a history of our province and the people in this
wonderful province. Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to ask Jean Crozier to
rise so that she may be welcomed by my friends in this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1’m very pleased to make
a second introduction today to you and through you to all members
of the House: two Albertans who are very involved in working with
students with learning disabilities, improving the learning experi-
ences and outcomes of these students, and furthering research in the
realm of learning disabilities. They’re here today as we table a
white paper from the world summit on learning disabilities which
was held in Alberta. With us today is Kathryn Burke, executive
director of the Learning Disabilities Association of Alberta, the
author of the white paper on behalf of the world summit organizing
committee, an active volunteer working with children at risk, and the
proud parent of a gifted teenager affected by learning disabilities.
Kathryn is well published through her volunteer and professional
activities and has presented all over Canada. With her is Michele
Pentyliuk. Michele is a registered psychologist practising in
Edmonton who specializes in the area of learning disabilities. She
is the president of the Learning Disabilities Association of Alberta
and is also a popular speaker and author and has also presented all
over Canada. I’d ask my two guests to rise and receive the tradi-
tional warm welcome of the Assembly.

1:40 Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Give a Kid a Lunch Program

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Earlier I introduced to the
House four special people visiting the Legislature today. The Unity
Centre does wonderful work and is located in my riding of
Edmonton-Manning. Alyse Reid and Lynne Amyotte, two Univer-
sity of Alberta students, as a part of their degree have been volun-
teering with this great organization. Through their volunteering
these students noticed how many clients of the Unity Centre were
children and that most of them were going to school hungry. That’s
why Alyse and Lynne developed the give a kid a lunch program.
This project, which ran from April 7 to 14, was very successful:
$811 was raised in food donations and $695 in cash and gift
certificates. This money will go a long way towards helping our
city’s most needy people.

I would like to congratulate these girls on their hard work and for
helping those who are less fortunate than themselves. Our govern-
ment will continue to support groups just like the Unity Centre
through the funding available from Culture and Community Spirit.
This will mean that organizations such as the Unity Centre can focus
on helping Albertans and strengthening the community.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Montrose.

Gordon Hansen

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to recognize the
contributions of one of my constituents, Gordon Hansen, a long-time
resident of Marlborough Park, who is entering his retirement. The
Marlborough Park community was registered in 1973. Gordon saw
a vision of a new hall and facility to replace the small hall in
Marlborough Park, and he and another constituent, Doug Caswell,
were instrumental in the planning and design of the new facility.
The grand, multifunctional centre opened on May 23, 1987. Gordon
spent most of his life serving on the board of directors and as a
volunteer. Gordon’s volunteer spiritalso runs throughout his family.
His son and daughter have also been involved with the organization.

The centre began to offer sports for youth and a preschool for the
little ones. Mr. Speaker, Gordon was a huge part of the community
by fundraising, bartending, helping out at bingos, and initiating
Marlborough Park Community Association’s participation at casinos
for fundraising. Gordon was also the co-ordinator from 1998 until
the present date. He has a reputation for knowing every single detail
about the building that the association currently owns, including
loose tiles and the number of nails. He oversaw the smooth running
of all events held such as jelly bean dances, bridge tournaments,
wedding parties, as well as dealing with the staff, purchasing, and
reporting to the board of directors.

Gordon’s hard work has earned him his retirement. The commu-
nity will surely miss Gordon’s involvement and his time spent within
the walls of the Marlborough Park Community Centre. My best
wishes go out to Gordon and his family. His dedication has made a
profound impact on the residents of Marlborough Park.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Achievement Bonuses

Mr. MacDonald: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | would
like to talk about the achievement bonuses that have been provided
by the government of Alberta for the last 10 years to senior manag-
ers of this province. The total for these bonuses exceeds $250
million. In fact, that’s what we can glean from the annual reports.
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That’s the information that the government has quietly made
available to the taxpayers, who have footed this big bill.

Now, when we look at the reaction of the senior government
ministers, including the President of the Treasury Board, that
surprises me because in 2006 Meyers Norris Penny recommended
that bonuses of this nature compromise the independence and the
impartiality of senior officials, including the officers of the Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The officers of the Legislative Assembly did the right thing, Mr.
Speaker. They do not take achievement bonuses. But what did this
government do so that they could control and manage the top levels
of the civil service? They’ve continued with this practice while at
the same time asking others to do with less. The others, | would
remind the hon. President of the Treasury Board, include seniors;
they include people with very, very little, if any, income at all.
Meanwhile, this bonus structure, that has reached a quarter of a
billion dollars, goes on without any proper accountability to the
taxpayers. The government should be ashamed of themselves.

Thank you.

St. George’s Day

Dr. Brown: Mr. Speaker, | rise today in recognition of St. George’s
Day. Historians tell us that St. George was an officer in the Roman
army who died a martyr on April 23, 303 AD, for protesting the
persecution of Christians. Over the centuries his fame grew, and by
the sixth century the legend of St. George slaying a dragon was
recorded, possibly as an allegory of his conflict with the Roman
emperor, leading to his death.

In the 11th century he was adopted as the patron saint of soldiers,
and in 1415 St. George was officially recognized as the patron saint
of England. St. George was adopted as the patron saint of Scouting
and of many other countries, including Georgia, Malta, Russia,
Lithuania, Greece, and Portugal.

Seventeen centuries after his death the memory of St. George
remains associated with the virtues of duty, defence of the poor and
helpless, and bravery and heroism. The poet Edmund Spenser
conveyed St. George’s persona in his epic poem the Faerie Queene:

But on his breast a bloody Cross he bore

The dear remembrance of his dying Lord,

For whose sweet sake that glorious badge we wore
And dead (as living) ever he adored.

St. George’s standard is the red perpendicular martyr’s cross on
a white background, which makes up part of the Union flag of the
United Kingdom and of the flags of four provinces hanging in this
Assembly. St. George has special significance for our province as
his standard figures prominently in both our Alberta provincial flag
and our provincial crest.

Today I’d like to recognize St. George’s Day on behalf of our
friends in England, those of English descent, and others around the
world who embrace St. George and his heroic spirit and to wish
everyone a happy St. George’s Day.

Genome Alberta

Mr. Griffiths: Mr. Speaker, Saturday, April 25 marks the 56th
anniversary of James Watson and Francis Crick announcing the
discovery of the double helix as the basis for the structure of DNA.
In plants DNA controls the genetics and genetic selection which
allows plants to thrive in different climates. Livestock farmers track
the genetics of their herds to raise quality Alberta beef. In humans
DNA is largely what makes us who we are. It determines the colour
of our eyes and our hair. Unfortunately, it can also lead to a host of
diseases.

DNA- and genome-based technologies and knowledge can
provide the world with tools for better diagnostics, open the door to
more informed choices in therapeutics, and offer lifestyle choices
which promote health and lower the incidence of disease. In our
province Genome Alberta is helping to put Alberta on the North
American genetics map and ensuring that Albertans may be among
the first to benefit from new discoveries. Established in 2006
through funding from the Alberta government and Genome Canada,
this group is making good headway in the study of how genes
interact with each other and the environment.

Genome Alberta is working with research organizations across
Canada in tackling mountain pine beetle problems by looking at the
complex interaction between the tree, the beetle, and the deadly blue
stain fungus which ultimately is killing sections of our province’s
forest. Field crews are set to sequence the previously unknown
genome of the fungus.

Genome Alberta is now launching a couple of new projects. In
one project scientists will sequence the active genes of many
important plant species, and in the second project they will look
deep beneath Alberta’s surface into hydrocarbon deposits, where
naturally occurring microbes may be able to play a role in sustain-
able ways of extracting oil and in managing tailings ponds.

In the 56 years since the double helix was discovered, the world
has come a long way in understanding and finding the genetic basis
for many human diseases and conditions. With the work that
Genome Alberta is doing, Alberta will soon be at the forefront of
international metagenomics research and innovation.

April 25 is an important day in the world of science, Mr. Speaker.
I encourage all members to recognize the achievements of Alberta’s
genetic science community.

Thank you.

1:50 Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Seniors’ Pharmaceutical Plan

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today in an unprecedented
closed-door press conference this minister of health released his
revised plans for seniors’ drug coverage. Obviously, the government
wants to control the message, and for this media release little has
actually changed. To the minister. Under the old proposed plan, 60
per cent of seniors would pay nothing or less than before. Under the
new plan 60 per cent of seniors will pay nothing or less than before.
What, Mr. Minister, has changed?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’'m glad the Leader of the
Opposition endorses our new plan because he’s absolutely right that
under the plan 60 per cent of seniors today will pay less than they’re
currently paying for drug costs. We do want to ensure, however,
that we have a plan for those who do have to pay, that there’s some
predictability around it, and that’s what today’s plan did.

Dr. Swann: Well, under the new plan many single seniors with an
income between $12,000 and $24,000 a year will actually pay more.
How can the minister say this is an improvement? Was he listening
to seniors?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, there are two situations here that
need to be clarified. Under the plan that we announced in Decem-
ber, we used total income. We have changed that by listening to
seniors. The original plan was total income; the plan we rolled out
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today is taxable income, so we in fact did listen to seniors. But the
key thing is: compare what we announced today to what seniors are
paying today, and 60 per cent of seniors July 1, 2010, will pay less
for drugs than they do today.

Dr. Swann: Well, Mr. Speaker, what many seniors are asking us
today is: why is this minister taxing seniors to make up for the
mismanagement of this government?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, | don’t recall anybody talking about
taxes. What we did was we introduced an optional plan — let’s be
clear; this is an optional plan — for seniors to give them some
predictability with their costs. Yes, that is tied to income so that
some close to 70 or 80 per cent of Alberta’s seniors will be in some
way assisted by government. Overall when this plan goes into
effect, the government will continue to pick up 80 per cent of the
cost of drugs for seniors.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Labour Protection for Paid Farm Workers

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the Minister of
Employment and Immigration said that families of injured and killed
farm workers “have access to the courts” just like any other
Albertans. The minister knows, however, that there is no prosecu-
tion for occupational health and safety as there is for all other
occupations in this province. To the minister: does the minister
support a policy where the only way employers of paid farm workers
can be charged with unsafe workplaces is if the families take this
issue to court?

Mr. Goudreau: Mr. Speaker, | indicated that | am always very
sympathetic to any types of deaths or injuries no matter where they
happen in the province of Alberta. 1’ve also indicated to this House
that farmers have other options that are available to them, and farm
employees have options that are available to them. 1 also indicated
that we did hire a consultant to talk to the farm industry out there to
see what else could be done.

Dr. Swann: The minister again tried to dodge this issue by speaking
about the unique circumstances of family farms. The minister surely
acknowledges that there is a difference between a family farm and
a corporate farm and that paid farm workers deserve the same rights
and protections as any other employees in the province. What’s
your response, Mr. Minister?

Mr. Goudreau: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated, those are the areas that
we’re looking at at present. We’re going to keep on working with
the agricultural industry. We’re going to see where we might be
able to clarify some of those definitions and see if there is anything
in addition that needs to be done.

Dr. Swann: Well, the minister and this government have been
consulting on changes for many, many years. They’ve simply not
only failed in their duties to these families, but they have failed
Albertans and shamed us nationally. How many more years, Mr.
Minister, will it take for you to do the right thing?

Mr. Goudreau: Mr. Speaker, | indicated that we had hired a
consultant to look at this. That particular person is to report to both
my ministry and to the minister of agriculture over this particular

summer. We will look closely at the options that will be before us
and no doubt examine various ways to make distinctions between
family farms as we know them and maybe corporate entities for
possible regulatory and legislative purposes.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Condominium Property Management

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The Condo-
minium Property Act is heavily slanted toward the start-up of newer
conversion condos but contains little for the ongoing problems long
after the developer has gone. My constituents, some of whom are in
the gallery today, are being left in untenable positions by large
management companies who take fees from the condo boards but do
not do the work, leaving the boards and the owners on the hook. To
the Minister of Service Alberta: why is there no assistance available
under the condo act to these condo boards who cannot get the work,
including producing financial reports, from the management
companies that they contract with?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is indeed a very
serious situation, and | appreciate this question. With respect to
some of the issues that have been raised through Service Alberta,
under the Residential Tenancies Act there are certainly a number of
things that we can do to support consumers and help them when they
are faced by this situation, whether it’s management fees or the work
not being done. That’s what has been made clear to me in some of
the correspondence that 1’ve handled.

Ms Blakeman: That was a nonanswer.

Back to the same minister. Given that the government offers
others, like a renter, rights and protections or shareholder-investors
rights and protections, why is there no section in the legislation
which steps in to protect people who own condos when they are
taken advantage of by property management companies?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, under the
Condominium Property Act we are constantly looking and reviewing
just to make sure the legislation is up to date and pertinent to the
situations and the challenges that Albertans are facing right now
with respect to condos not being attended to and some of the things
that we need to look at. If there’s a particular situation that I need
to be aware of, 1’d be more than happy to look into it.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. Back to the same minister. What is
happening here, Mr. Speaker, is that the little guy, the condo owner,
and their board are expected to duke it out in court with large
national property management companies with unlimited resources.
How is that fair? Why can’t the government protect these individual
owners and their boards as part of the Condominium Property Act?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Klimchuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again, | will
reiterate that with respect to changes or things that we need to look
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at under that act, we have to make sure that these changes are
enforceable and effective. If indeed there are consumers that have
situations, | need to be aware of those. | am aware of some situa-
tions that are going on, and we are currently looking at the legisla-
tion as we speak.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for Strathcona.

Government House News Conference

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Today is a black day
for democracy in Alberta. For the first time that | can recall,
opposition MLAs have been physically prevented from attending an
important government announcement. This was done on the order
of this government to prevent the opposition from commenting on
yet another attack on Alberta seniors and public health care. My
question is to the health minister: why did this government order
security personnel to physically prevent opposition MLAs from
hearing and responding to a major government policy announce-
ment?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, | know that this particular member
craves media attention, but if he’d take a look at the release that
went out yesterday, it said: for news media. There are restricted
areas there, and 1I’m afraid that, you know, it wasn’t a town hall
meeting. We didn’t invite the president of the chamber of commerce
or the mayor of Edmonton, and frankly we didn’t invite the Member
for Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood.

2:00
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, it was a public
building.

This is the most secretive government in Canada. Today’s action
at Government House shows that it is also the least democratic.
Nothing could underline more clearly this government’s contempt
for the role of the opposition. To the same minister: why would the
government take the unprecedented step of blocking opposition
access unless it’s afraid of what we have to say about yet another
attack on public health care and Alberta seniors?

Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, that is just such a bunch of bunk. This
particular government, this particular Legislature provides more
funding to that party, which is not an officially recognized party.
We do things that are unprecedented in this House. For that member
to stand there and say that kind of stuff is baloney.

Dr. Taft: Point of order.
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. This government
in the last election promised a more open and transparent govern-
ment, but it has delivered the opposite. This is the most secretive
and undemocratic government in Canada. To the same minister:
why won’t you admit that this Tory government misled voters with
its promise of openness and transparency and that you tricked them
on your plans to privatize health care as well?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, from what 1’m hearing from my
constituents, | haven’t heard one of them say that | misled them at
the door. When | was at the doors during the election last year, what

Albertans told me was: we have an outstanding health care system;
you’ve got to get the costs under control; you’ve got to make it more
accessible. And that’s exactly what we’re doing. I’m not sure who
he was talking to, but that’s who | was talking to.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathcona, followed by the
hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Seniors’ Pharmaceutical Plan
(continued)

Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today government announced
changes to the new drug plan for seniors. My question is for the
Minister of Health and Wellness. Why is government reintroducing
premiums for seniors just a few months after eliminating health care
premiums for all other Albertans?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, we need to make the distinction.
The premiums that had been in effect — in fact, the removal of those
premiums have given Albertans something like a billion-dollar tax
break — were actually premiums that covered those procedures and
those services that are under the Canada Health Act. In essence, this
particular program is covering a service or drugs that do not fall
under the Canada Health Act.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My second question also for
the Minister of Health and Wellness: why were the plan’s income
thresholds lowered rather than increased?

Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, | think what the member is asking
is relative to what we announced last December because there are no
income thresholds today. | think the unfair part of the program that
exists today is that every senior, regardless of income, has to 