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1:30 p.m. Thursday, May 28, 2009

[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Grant that we the members of our province’s
Legislature fulfill our office with honesty and integrity. May our
first concern be for the good of all of our people. Let us be guided
by these principles in our deliberations this day. Amen.

Please be seated.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Battle River-Wainwright.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | am pleased to introduce
to you and through you to members of this Assembly on behalf of
the hon. Member for Little Bow a group of students and teachers
from Calvin Christian school. The Member for Little Bow always
talks about how proud he is of the students and how encouraged he
is that these are the future leaders of the province. Accompanying
the 22 students from Coalhurst are Rose Slingerland, Marvin and
Erica van den Hoek, Lourens and Peggy Van Essen, and Tony and
Christine Vandenberg. | would ask that the students, the teachers,
and the parents from Calvin Christian school rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Lesser Slave Lake.

Ms Calahasen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Once again it is my
pleasure to rise to recognize the third group from E.G. Wahlstrom
middle school who are visiting the Legislature this week. Unfortu-
nately, again they are not here, but we won’t have an opportunity to
be able to introduce them again because they’ll be leaving early, and
I thought it was really important for us to be able to recognize them.
They are accompanied by their teacher, Christina Nuxoll, and they
are also joined by parent helpers who are making sure that they get
home safe. | would ask that this Assembly extend a very warm
welcome to them as they visit the Legislature.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Athabasca-Redwater.

Mr. Johnson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to rise and
introduce to you and through you to members of this Assembly a
group of 24 students, teachers, and parents from Thorhild central
school. The grade 6 kids are here for the tour and to take in some of
the day’s festivities. 1’d like to welcome Mr. Mike Popowicz,
Sharon Lakusta, and Gerald Gargus and their 21 students. 1’d ask
them to please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of this
Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Whitecourt-Ste. Anne.

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure today
to rise and introduce three very special young ladies in my life. The
first is my wife, Liz — 34 years we’ll be married next month — and
my beautiful daughter-in-law Crystal and our newest granddaughter,
a very special young lady, Alyssa. | ask the three of them to stand
up and receive the warm welcome.

The Speaker: The hon. member is aware of the size of the diamond
that’s required for a 34th anniversary, is he not?
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Mr. Elniski: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise today
to introduce to you and through you two ladies who are very, very
important to me, one who has been important to me for several years
now and one who is about to become very important to me on the
6th of June. 1'd like to introduce first of all Ms Anita Zacharias, my
constituency manager. Anita and | are no strangers to each other,
having worked together in what is, | think, now our third endeavour,
starting in Fort McMurray on the Horizon oil sands site several years
ago.

With her today | am pleased to introduce to you my new constitu-
ency summer student, Miss Natasha Soles. Natasha has a particu-
larly enviable resume. Virtually, it’s better than mine; however, I’ll
highlight it for you and say that she is a member of the TUXIS youth
parliament and has also served on the AUMA conference as a youth
delegate. Her work experience includes a considerable amount of
time with Amberlea Meadows Equestrian Centre. | look forward to
a very, very productive summer. | would ask them to rise and
receive the traditional greeting of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It is my
honour to rise today and introduce to you and through you one of my
constituents from Edmonton-Ellerslie, Sandra Badejo, and her
mother, who is visiting us from Nigeria, Ewemade Ighinovia.
Sandra had a baby last fall, Josh Badejo. Her mother came to
Alberta to attend her grandson’s baby dedication on November 23,
2008, at Mill Woods Pentecostal Assembly, a dedication which 1
was happily a part of. The day she arrived, she left 40 degree
Celsius temperature in Nigeria and came to minus 30 weather in
Alberta. | sincerely hope that Ms Igbinovia is enjoying her stay in
Alberta and ask my guests to please rise and receive the traditional
warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | would like to
introduce to you and through you five guests in the public gallery
today. First, Sabreena Braich was my STEP student last year and is
with me again for this summer and is here today to see question
period. She is joined by her parents, Sunny and Balwinder Braich,
and her cousins who are visiting from Seattle, Aseem and Navi
Cheema. It has been great to have Sabreena helping out in my
constituency office, and she has been a great help. | would like to
ask Sabreena and her family to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and Wellness.

Mr. Liepert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thanks to the generosity of
our Department of Employment and Immigration | have the
privilege this summer of working with two STEP students. The first,
Lauren Hutchison, is a STEP student in my constituency office in
Calgary-West and is a second-year sociology student at Mount
Allison University in Sackville, New Brunswick. The second STEP
student works in our office here in Edmonton and jointly works with
the Minister of Advanced Education and Technology. Billy
Anderson is a second-year political science student at Carleton
University in Ottawa and is also the son of the executive assistant to
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the minister of government services. One of the jobs that Bill has in
our office is that he opens the mail. He had an interesting experi-
ence yesterday. | would ask him and Lauren to stand up and be
recognized in the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | have two guests
to introduce today. It’s my pleasure to introduce a constituent of
mine, Steffi Stehwien, and a friend and colleague of hers, Donna
Eaton, who are guests in the public gallery today. Steffi is the
mother of Aaron Shoulders, who was murdered in 2003 and whose
murder remains unsolved in Calgary. Donna Eaton is the mother of
another murder victim, Brooke Clapson. Brook’s killer was caught,
convicted, and sent to prison in 2000 and granted escorted day
passes in 2008. I’ll be talking about this some more in my private
member’s statement later on this afternoon. For now | would ask my
guests to rise, please, and accept the warm welcome of the House.

The Speaker: The hon. President of the Treasury Board.

Mr. Snelgrove: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my privilege
today to introduce to you and through you to all members of the
House a good friend of mine and his daughter from Vermilion. Dr.
Lee Arthur is an instructor at Lakeland College. He’s kind of the
new face of agriculture. He’s into elk ranching. It’s a very, very
multi-generational family history of agriculture in our area, very
strong community people. His wife is a nurse at the Wainwright
health facility. It very much reflects what goes on in rural Alberta.
They’re here today to take the message home that | do show up
occasionally to work, and | would really like that Dr. Lee Arthur and
his daughter Brigit stand and accept the warm welcome of the
Assembly.

1:40 Members’ Statements

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Egmont.

World No Tobacco Day

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
speak about World No Tobacco Day. World No Tobacco Day is
celebrated around the world every year on May 31. Although
tobacco is a legal product, this annual celebration informs the public
about the dangers of using tobacco and unites people around a
common cause to work towards a tobacco-free world today and for
future generations. This year’s theme, Tobacco Health Warnings,
will focus on health warnings on tobacco products that can motivate
people to stop using tobacco.

Mr. Speaker, Alberta Health Services is hosting its annual World
No Tobacco Day provincial celebration today. This conference
offers an opportunity to hear from leading tobacco reduction
specialists and also to celebrate the 2009 recipients of the Barb
Tarbox award. Barb Tarbox, of course, was the antismoking
crusader who spoke to more than 50,000 students about the dangers
of smoking before she passed away from lung cancer caused by
smoking in 2003.

The Alberta government maintains its commitment to reducing
tobacco use in our province. With the Tobacco Reduction Act
Alberta has had some of the strongest legislation controlling usage,
display, and sale of tobacco products in Canada.

Mr. Speaker, Alberta Health Services continues to develop and
review programs and services to reduce the usage of tobacco in

Alberta, help those who want to quit, and prevent young people from
starting to smoke in the first place. The goal of achieving a tobacco-
free Alberta is the responsibility of all of us individually. If you are
a smoker, consider seeking help to quit. If you are a young person,
don’t start smoking in the first place and do all you can to discourage
your friends from starting to smoke. All of these efforts will help us
create a tobacco-free province and enjoy a healthier Alberta as a
result.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Currie.

Unsolved Murder Victims

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Martha and | are delighted
to have our daughter, Jenn, back home for the summer after she
spent this past school year studying in England, and I’'m really
looking forward to getting out to Victoria in a little over a week to
spend a couple of days with our son, Scott, who decided that after
three school years on the coast it was time for him to spend a
summer there to fully appreciate living next to an ocean, big bodies
of water being rather hard to find in his hometown of Calgary.

Our children are adults now and spend more of their lives under
their own roofs than under ours, which is as it should be, but it
doesn’t change the fact that we miss them and look forward to the
times we do have to spend together. Mr. Speaker, | do not want to
imagine what it would be like not to be able to see them ever again,
and | cannot imagine how much greater the pain of losing a child
would be if that child had been murdered and, years later, the murder
remained unsolved.

I understand that sometimes police cannot solve the case or that
even when they’re pretty sure they know who did it, they can’t
accumulate enough evidence to get a conviction. | understand that
no unsolved murder case is ever closed but that they can go cold,
that the file gets put away on a shelf pending the discovery of new
evidence someday. The detectives move onto other cases they can
solve, and, Mr. Speaker, the rest of the world moves on as well. But
the case never does get cold and the pain never does go away for the
unsolved murder victim’s loved ones, and they need to know — we
need to tell them — that we haven’t forgotten them.

Mr. Speaker, we have the capacity under the Victims Restitution
and Compensation Payment Act and the resources within the victims
of crime fund, and | propose that the province make a commitment
to the families of the unsolved murder victims to make a modest
annual payment to them from a memorial fund every year until their
case is solved. It’s not meant to be a compensatory payout for their
loss but a symbolic gesture to remind people like Steffi Stehwien
that we haven’t forgotten about her murdered son, Aaron, anymore
than she has, that we share her pain, and to remind us of our duty to
support the police in their efforts to solve these difficult crimes.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Decore.

Lago Lindo Community League

Mrs. Sarich: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m honoured to rise today
to recognize the upcoming 25th anniversary of the Lago Lindo
Community League, a dynamic community league in the city of
Edmonton and in the constituency of Edmonton-Decore.

Mr. Speaker, 25 years ago, in 1984, Edmonton was a city of
560,000 when the Lago Lindo Community League was formed. The
Premier of the day was the Hon. Peter Lougheed. Laurence Decore,
for whom my constituency is named, was Edmonton’s rookie mayor



May 28, 2009

Alberta Hansard

1393

at the time. The Edmonton Oilers had just won their first Stanley
Cup. Three Premiers, four mayors, and almost five Stanley Cups
later Lago Lindo Community League and its countless number of
volunteers are dedicated to serving all of the people in north
Edmonton, including the neighbourhoods of Lago Lindo, Klarvatten,
Schonsee, Crystallina Nera, and Joviz.

Through the Lago Lindo Community League their hall remains an
essential gathering point for the community and others at large. For
example, you will find preschools serving many local families,
safety courses for children learning how to ride a bicycle, Red Cross
babysitting courses for youngsters looking to enhance their skills and
to earn some extra dollars, and numerous recreational and sports
programs and events for children and youth. What would a commu-
nity league be without a hockey rink? Lago Lindo Community
League boasts one of the area’s best outdoor rinks, with new
polymer boards and a separate flooded area for recreational skating.

Mr. Speaker, our local community leagues in our communities are
foundational for the role that they play in building strong communi-
ties, fostering relationships, and improving the overall quality of life
for all those around them.

Lago Lindo Community League will celebrate this milestone and
momentous occasion on June 26 to 28. | wish to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to all those involved in the continued development
of the Lago Lindo Community League over the past 25 years and
wish them continued success as they move forward into the future.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

Milk and Liquid Cream Container Recycling

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Alberta is committed to
reducing waste wherever we can. One way to do this is to increase
the number of beverage containers we recycle. Approximately 2
billion beverage containers are sold annually in Alberta every year.
Of these, about 500 million containers end up in landfills each year.
The provincial recycling rates for milk containers are of particular
concern. Currently only 60 per cent of milk jugs and 22.5 per cent
of milk cartons are returned for recycling. These numbers are far too
low. That is why this government decided to incorporate milk
containers into the deposit-refund system, and we are grateful to the
dairy industry for their co-operation.

As of Monday, June 1, Alberta will be the first jurisdiction in
North America to implement a deposit-refund on milk containers.
The purchase of all ready-to-serve milk product containers will be
affected, including fluid milk, fluid creams, whipping creams,
buttermilk, and drinkable yogourt. The deposit will be the same as
the deposits on similar-sized containers already part of the deposit
program: 10 cents for containers one litre and under and 25 cents for
containers over one litre.

With no net cost to consumers a deposit-refund helps encourage
people to take the extra step necessary to return their empties for a
refund. We know that most Albertans are supportive of this move.
During consultations Albertans said that they would recycle more
milk containers if they were part of the deposit-refund system.
Adding dairy beverage containers to the deposit system is just one
more step in building a culture of conservation in Alberta. We’re
very proud here in Alberta to be showing environmental leadership
in this area and many others as well.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

High School Completion

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | would like to
highlight a recent Alberta Education initiative to invest $4.2 million
to help keep students engaged, supported, and motivated to stay in
school. Through the province’s recently announced high school
completion framework, school jurisdictions will receive funding to
help them identify barriers to completing high school and then
develop plans and address the issues. Currently Alberta’s five-year
high school completion rate sits at 79.5 per cent. The province has
a goal of increasing that result to 82 per cent in the next three years.

Mr. Speaker, finishing high school is an important step for young
people to create a positive future for themselves, their families, and
then their communities. There is no magic formula that’s going to
make Kids stay in school. It is a complex issue. The high school
completion framework tackles this complexity by focusing their
various programs and initiatives into five categories: personalized
learning, successful transitions, collaborative partnerships, positive
connections, and tracking progress.

Community collaboration is at the heart of the high school
completion framework. We need to work together to ensure that our
children complete high school with the skills and knowledge needed
to fully participate in the community and workplace now and in the
future. Supporting those efforts as well as ensuring that we have the
tools and supports needed at the provincial level will all make a
difference one student at a time.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Parental Choice in Education

Dr. Swann: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. This administra-
tion has rebranded Alberta as backwards and intolerant. We had the
chance to wipe away the stereotypes through the inclusion of sexual
orientation in human rights legislation, but this Tory caucus could
not stomach giving rights to gays and lesbians without some sort of
appeasement. This is a shameful way to treat human rights, a sad
legacy to leave to our children from the Premier and the Minister of
Culture and Community Spirit. To the Premier: why is the Premier
reinforcing the stereotype that Albertans are backwards and
intolerant with the passing of this parental opt-out clause?

1:50

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, once again, to reiterate the statement
I made in this House some time ago, for an opposition member to
rise in this House and make accusations of that sort, looking at the
diversity of our caucus from the many ethnic backgrounds and
religious backgrounds and colour and creed that have come to run as
members for the Progressive Conservative Party of Alberta and
actually win quite a sizable majority, that tells me that it truly
reflects Albertans, Alberta’s wishes, their policies as we advance
them here in the House. Once again, | find it regrettable that a
member would point to members of this caucus in such a derogatory
fashion.

Dr. Swann: Mr. Speaker, stifling education through parental opt-out
will hurt no one more than our children and reflects a lack of trust
both in the system and in the parents and in the children themselves.
Why has the Premier chosen political opportunismto appease caucus
members over what is best for our children’s education?
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Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, once again, in our caucus it’s total
input for all members. This is a decision that was reached by
caucus. It’s one that I firmly support. | along with all members of
our caucus firmly believe in the basic rights of parents. | stand
behind that decision, and I’'m not going to waver from it. That’s
simply put. | can’t say it as clearly as what I’ve just done now.

Dr. Swann: Well, there has never been any question about listening
to the caucus. The question is: are you listening to Albertans?
School boards, school associations, teachers, parents, religious and
human rights groups, and students adamantly oppose this parental
opt-out and have sent letters, contacted their MLAs, and have met
with government officials, all to no avail. Why have you ignored
our population, Mr. Premier?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, first of all, in a previous preamble he
said that we were stifling education. That is totally wrong. Alberta
is a province that offers the most choice in education, from public,
separate education to charter schools to independent schools to
home-schooling. In fact, in my visit to Munich we spent close to
two hours with five senior cabinet members of government, and their
number one question was: why is your education system so success-
ful? How is it that your students are performing so well in compari-
son to many other jurisdictions around the world? 1’m very proud
of our education system and will also defend our education system
anywhere, not only in this Assembly but anyplace around the world.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-McCall.

Government Aircraft

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. After a few drinks it is
important not to drive home. This government obviously recognizes
this because following the last three Progressive Conservative
Association fundraising dinners for the Premier, this government’s
MLAs flew back to Calgary following each event on taxpayer-
funded planes. To the Premier: please tell the House that it is not
government policy to use taxpayer-funded planes to fly government
MLAs home following Progressive Conservative fundraisers.

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, that is quite a serious accusation to
make. | believe it would be very wise for that hon. member to
withdraw that because | can tell you that we do have receipts of the
costs of chartered aircraft to every Premier’s dinner, whether it is in
Edmonton or in Calgary or in Lethbridge or in Grande Prairie or in
Fort McMurray and every second year in Medicine Hat. | don’t
know where the hon. member is coming from, but maybe a better
choice of words would be better. We just went through an incident
this week where you used very wise discretion as the Speaker of this
Assembly, and | don’t think those are appropriate accusations to
make as we are working towards the end of, | think, a very success-
ful session.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can the Premier please tell the
Assembly who approved these taxpayer-funded flights?

The Speaker: Well, | think, hon. member, we just heard that there
were no such things. We’re going to have a point of order in here
that is going to lead to some very difficult situations.

If the Premier wants to add something further, he can.

Mr. Stelmach: You know, | don’t want to go down to the bottom of
the barrel, but sooner or later — you know, in this Assembly in the
last number of weeks we had serious accusations from the opposite
benches. There are a number of them that I let go by, and some of
them really hurt, especially when the leader of the third party
referred to me as Stalin, something like: Stalinistic era brought by
this government. Does he not know my background? Does he not
know what that one individual did to millions of Ukrainians, how he
starved them out? | let that go by. I’'m not letting this thing go by.
Either he apologizes or comes up with the proof. Enough is enough.

The Speaker: Okay. During that last interjection, hon. Member for
Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood, | saw you rise. You’re rising on a
point of order?

Mr. Mason: Yes.

The Speaker: Now, hon. Government House Leader, | also saw you
rise prior to that. Do you want to rise on a point of order, too?
The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall.

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can the Premier table those
receipts, please, that it was chartered?

Speaker’s Ruling
Questions about Political Party Activity

The Speaker: Hon. member, one of the purviews of the question
period is that political party activities are not a purview of question
period. There’s no requirement for the Premier to table things that
happened that had nothing to do with the government of Alberta.

Third Official Opposition main question, the hon. Member for
Calgary-Currie.

Victims Restitution and Compensation

Mr. Taylor: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last fall this Assembly
passed the Victims Restitution and Compensation Payment Act,
which allowed for the seizure and sale of property obtained during
the commission of a criminal offence and the distribution of these
proceeds to victims of crime. Often the most profoundly affected,
whose health, safety, and livelihood are compromised possibly
forever, are the loved ones of unsolved murder victims. To the
Premier: seeing that homicide investigations often do hit dead ends
and may go unsolved for years, will you create a memorial fund
under the Victims Restitution and Compensation Payment Act to
provide a modest symbolic annual payment to families who are
suffering through this experience?

Mr. Stelmach: I’ll take the suggestion under advisement.
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you to the Premier, and thank you, Mr. Speaker.

To the Premier again. Awards from the victims of crime fund to
families who have lost a loved one because of a homicide are only
available as a one-time, lump-sum benefit. | would ask that he
would consider changing this restriction to allow family members to
access a modest portion of the fund’s $50 million surplus as an
annual award.

Mr. Stelmach: Once again, | believe he’s giving some suggestions
to the minister who’s responsible. I’ll take it under advisement.



May 28, 2009

Alberta Hansard

1395

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. Thank you again to the
Premier.

This time to the Minister of Justice, if I may: can the minister
provide — and if she doesn’t have these numbers right at her
fingertips, | would appreciate a written answer when she has the
opportunity — the exact dollar value of all property seized to date
under the Victims Restitution and Compensation Payment Act and
the total amount made available to Albertans so far who have been
victimized by crime?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Ms Redford: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The hon. member is right;
I don’t have that information. But | will provide that to you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood, followed by the hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

Alberta Treasury Branches

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, the Alberta
Treasury Branches’ annual report yesterday confirmed why Alber-
tans don’t trust this government to manage their money. The ATB
lost nearly $225 million but still paid out $25 million in bonuses for
people responsible for the failure. What’s worse is that this
government stood by and watched while these executives used
loopholes in their own rules to put money in their own pockets.
How can the Premier condone $25 million in bonus payouts to ATB
bankers when they lost nearly a quarter of a billion dollars?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the ATB operates at arm’s length from
government, and decisions about performance are the purview of the
ATB board.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
2:00

Mr. Mason: Well, thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Of course, this
government is responsible as the owners of the Alberta Treasury
Branches and the people that appoint the board. According to ATB
rules, if you lose money, you don’t get a bonus, so the ATB brass
simply didn’t count the losses on bad investments like the mortgage
scam in the United States. This is a scandal. To the Premier: will
you do the right thing and hold the ATB brass accountable and take
away their undeserved $25 million in bonuses?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, as I’ve said before, the Alberta
Treasury Branches board is separate. It’s arm’s length from
government. They made the decision. This is based on whatever
understanding they had for the year previous is my information.
They’ve indicated that into next year they will be reducing all of the
bonuses to senior executives at ATB, but this is based on the
previous year’s agreement.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, the fact is that bonuses are paid on a
performance basis, and when the losses threatened to vaporize the
bonus pay, the ATB brass moved the goalposts. This government is
letting the bankers pay themselves four times more in bonus pay
than the ATB made all last year. To the Premier: how can you
justify allowing the brass to keep the $25 million in bonuses when
they only made $6 million in profit?

Mr. Snelgrove: Mr. Speaker, most Albertans look at the Treasury
Branches as a very solid institution in the province of Alberta. It is
for a very good reason kept at arm’s length from government so that
it can maintain its independence and provide services to Albertans.
By the numbers of Albertans that are signing up for services the
Treasury Branches are offering, it’s obviously very successful. They
have reduced their bonuses to the senior executives by 50 per cent
and to the junior executives by 25 per cent. They are still offering
a record number of services. They have record deposits, record
lending. Except for the asset-backed paper issue that many, many
banks around the world were involved in, they have done a very
good job of providing services not only to rural but to urban Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar,
followed by the hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity.

Electricity Transmission Lines

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Energy
indicated in the House yesterday that he is looking at additions or
upgrades to the electricity transmission system. I’m sure the
minister knows that this is certainly an emotionally charged issue.
My first question to the minister is: how can Albertans be assured
that these upgrades are really needed?

Mr. Knight: Well, certainly, Mr. Speaker, first of all, I think it’s fair
to say that the electricity utility system in the province of Alberta,
including the generating and transmission of bulk electricity, is an
enabler of development in this province. Albertans can be assured
that in order for us to continue to develop, this is a basic requirement
of that development. We have an independent system operator. The
AESO is responsible for the operation of the grid and determining
future need. Already we see demand creeping toward 10,000
megawatts, of which we have a capacity to supply about 12,000.
We’re coming very close to a point in time where these upgrades are
absolutely necessary to continue Alberta’s development.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same
minister. We’ve had very few problems with the electricity system
in Alberta to date. We certainly haven’t had anything like the
blackouts they’ve had in Toronto, for instance. So what’s the rush?
Why do we need to act so urgently?

Mr. Knight: Again, Mr. Speaker, the situation is quite plain, I think.
There is a lot of lead time required in order to build these types of
facilities. The system now is clogged to the point where it actually
costs Albertans about $250 million a year in lost power relative to
congestion in the grid. It takes time to lead into this thing, so I think
that the time to act is now.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. McQueen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Finally, again to the
same minister. 1’m sure he’s aware that some people believe there
is a plan to export power from Alberta to the United States. What is
this all about? Please explain it to us.

Mr. Knight: Well, Mr. Speaker, again — and I’ve answered this
question a number of times — absolutely not. This has nothing to do
with us as a province or the ratepayers in the province of Alberta
being asked to or being involved in the export of electricity as a
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commodity from Alberta. Certainly, there are opportunities in the
future for the commodity to be exported. At that point in time, of
course, people that are independent in the business, privately owned
enterprises, will pay their own freight with respect to any export of
power out of the province of Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Bow.

Parental Choice in Education
(continued)

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Alberta has attracted attention
from our nation and from the world for all the wrong reasons. This
government’s $25 million branding boondoggle will not erase the
negative image this government’s regressive position on human
rights has created. Freedom to Fake, Right to Discriminate is
Alberta’s new tag line. To the Minister of Culture and Community
Spirit: why are you enshrining the right to discriminate on the basis
of religion, human sexuality, or sexual orientation in our public
school system?

Mr. Blackett: Well, Mr. Speaker, as a black man who grew up
through discrimination, why on earth would anybody right thinking
believe that | would support discrimination? The Human Rights
Commission: we have Bill 44 before us to help improve the
administration of this worthwhile commission. We have put money
towards it. We have put resources towards it. We have a leader in
the hon. Blair Mason who is second to none. We will work on those
things that will improve it and restore Alberta’s confidence in the
institution.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you. To the hon. Minister of Culture and
Community Spirit: | think you’ve been set up.

To the Minister of Education: other than your generic blogging,
why have you remained silent on the erosion of our secular public
school system by a faith-based minority?

An Hon. Member: He’s not really black.

Mr. Blackett: You know, | guess | have been set up, sir. Mr.
Speaker, my parents told me | was black, and | obviously . . .
[laughter]

One thing that we know, Mr. Speaker, in the diverse caucus that
we have — we have people of Ukrainian ancestry; we have East
Indian ancestry, Chinese ancestry, Polish, German, the whole gamut.
None of us are fooled into believing what we believe. We all come
here with independent thought, and we should respect the fact that
all Albertans, 3 and a half million people, have independent thought,
and we should have the courage to be able to believe in what we
believe in. It’s a free and democratic society that we live in.

Mr. Chase: | certainly wish those wonderful statements were true,
and unfortunately, Mr. Minister, | was attempting to ask a question
to the Minister of Education. But great on you, leaping to your feet.

To the Minister of Education: why are you spending $4 million on
an Inspiring Education road show when Bill 44 clearly indicates how
closed minded this government really is?

Mr. Hancock: Well, Mr. Speaker, | don’t think we’re spending $4
million on a road show, so the first part of the question is wrong.

What we’re doing is going around talking with Albertans, having a
dialogue with Albertans about the future of our education system in
this province so that the children and grandchildren of this province
can have the knowledge, skills, and abilities that they will need to
participate in a global community and a global economy. That is
very, very important work. We have an excellent education system
today where people come from all over the world to take a look at
what we’re doing now, but we cannot rest on our laurels. We need
to build that education system for tomorrow.

The comments that he made about Bill 44 and the School Act,
where parents have the opportunity to determine whether they agree
with the teachings about religion and teachings about human
sexuality or whether they wish to do it themselves: that parents have
the right on those sensitive issues to determine whether they’re in
alignment with what’s being taught or whether they’d like to engage
as a family in doing those teachings does not besmirch the excellent
education system we have today nor the need to prepare for
tomorrow.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Bow, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Electricity Transmission Lines
(continued)

Ms DeLong: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Electricity is
something most of us just take for granted. We expect those lights
to come on when we flip the switch. We all know that transmission
infrastructure, including major power lines, are a necessary part of