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Insider report on ITS Sergeantat-
What does it mean? Arms up
close

WPS journalists: Emma
Derocher and
Renaud Yacyk

Duncan 2ylvestre Have you ever wondered what

Our class went u
Reporter ITS stands forPnformation ;

close with the Ser-

Windsor Park Paper TechnologyServices, and they geantatArms. We
________________________ help the MLAGS asked questions.
computers. They, right now are ASince when
using Microsoft Wi ndowsy02U0dJBeealnwoerPi!ngAm)ﬁwa)?tha oV
t hre

be about a year before they upgrade to Vista, becags@ d | have worked for ee
you have to take all 500 users throughout the proving@nley Li in grade six asked the Sergest#A r ms , i Wh ¢
and go to a technology course and then you have t b%}/ the favorite pardatAmsioldy our
all the computers for the upgrade, and do you kno im it was meeting new people like the Premier and the

what they would do with the backup systems for theuemenant Governor.

. In the Chambers there are many flags hanging on
server? They would chuck those away intothetrash, ;  her side of ¢t h g %p e g kge F &S

and most of the server into the trash, but they woulgne provinces and territories of Canada. Our very own Al-
keep a few computers left, as the backup system. Rigifa Legislature was the first and only Legislature in Can-
now the backup system is a SanDisk laptop comput&da to have all of the provincial territorial flags. If you look
The room can get pretty hot because of the server, alodely at the flags, and do a bit of research, you will notice
that is why eHUGE air conditioning fan in the room a slight pattern. The flags are in order of which provinces
itself. And you would think that the room would get joined Canada first to last.

pretty cluttered with wires, and fiber optic cable right? ~ The mace has been Alberta’s symbol of the monar-
Wrong!! The room has a special tool for picking up tH and authority for a long time. It has witnessed many
floorboards, and under that are different kinds of ceremonies and sessions. The mace is sent to BIRKS to be

X . . roperly cleaned. The SergeattArms is the only person
11 ; " o
cables!!! The Legislature Website has an inner web can touch the mace and if any other citizen does it is

for maintenance and an outer site which you can gocifsigered a disgrace. The reason the mace was made is

atwww.legislature.com So, if you ever visit the because the Legislature needed a mace for the first session
Legislature website you will know that it took 500 usg§sa common citizen, Mr. Butterworth, was paid to quickly
to do that for you!!!!! assemble one. The original mace was made out of plumb-

ing materials. The SergeaatArms at the time must have
been strong because the mace weighed about 11kg.

Student Commentaries

il | iked the parAtr m@hen atrhd eS
v, 3 Sarah Xue.

nl | i ked the part when he ta
rari.

Al | i ked what he taught wus a
McMaster.

|l i ked it when he showed U
iHe was a proficient speaker
Abouhassan

@ fiHe knew what he was doing. o
‘ , The Sergearht-Arms was very pleased with our

lcl ass6 questions and he foun
S all, our visit with the Sergeasai-Arms was a valuable

learning experience for all present that day!

i



Discovering the Legislature Alberta & oil royal

. . Journalists: Stanley Li and Jonathan Chan
An informative Tour Y

Journalist: Eric J. R. Buss ] )
Is oil the reason Alberta is the only debt -

on Mon- free province in Canada, or that it has one of the

dav Februar 4best five education systems in the world?
y yOne of Al bertads financi al

2008, we ar-

) thinks so.

”Veq at the Ellis, who has been working for Financial
Legislature tOManagement at the Alberta Legislature for over
be warmly¢o years, says that the raised royalty fees,
greeted by OUheaith premiums, licensing fees, and obviously

: tour guidetaxes are the biggest money generators for the
Charles. He was a retired gentleman who Wog@@ta budget.
kind smile upon his face. But then again, Alberta has the lowest

Once in our classroom, which would Bges in Canada and the government says that it
are home base for the week, Charles cameisasandut to get rid of the health premiums.
gave us a small introduction to the Legislature. In the next 20 years the Alberta Legisla-
We were then taken to the Leg. itself througfe expects to spend $32 billion on health care,
the underground tunnels until we arrived in #egior care, education, and infrastructure.
main hall of the Legislature. Charles told us ©¢Do you personally think

how the building took five years to build. Het " ¢ will go bankrupt soon?
also showed us the statues of Princess Alberta ©We! . no, o6 EllTis replie
and Chief Crowfoot give us a |l ot of money fronm

The big fountain in the center of the ro- CEk' c') ' S; raeseso'l Svt/haonlt . ew; rot egdc
tunda was put in for the first visit of the Queén. @ © ’ g . :
0The oil industries are

Up above our heads, Charles explained how l1;iuvcc1=2
palm trees in the top of the rotunda of the Legis-
lature were donated to our province from Cali-
fornia. ] ] oil? Well, we hope that if and when that hap-

We went up two stories into the gallefye n s, we wonst be around!
This is where people can come and watch the
politicians debate.

After we returned to a glass room near the
Annex, and played a few games related to the

levels of government and the services that each

s and, although maybe unwillingly, giving us
e right amount which give
What will happen if Alberta runs out of

\

provides. The games were fun and fairly easy

for our class. We had our mock Leg. That went a

bit out of hand. It was about year round school-

ing. We learned that Charles used to be a Social $ —
Studies teacher and then we had to say goodbye —_—
to Charles. -



CKUA with lan Grey

Show me the palm trees

Cool kids from grade six visit the Alberta Legis-

| atureds medi a

WPS journalists:
Sally Ferrari & Sarah Xue

Lights

camera action, AND

WE ARE IN THE

MEDIA ROOM

WITH IAN GREY!
lan Grey

works for the Legisla-
medi a

tureds
ment and for CKUA
Radio Network.
There are about 15
people who work
alongside lan. The

media reportsgovernmai nt enanc e

Intgryeny with the Department of Infra-

structure
Journalists: Jade Robinson and Elizabeth Shepherd

On
February 7,
2008, Jade Rob-
inson and | had
a great inter-
view with Jay
Smith, from the
Legislature
Department of
Infrastructure.
During this in-
terview we
learned more
about the Al-
I nfrastruc
Depart men

depart -

berta Legislatureo
t

S
, s o, he

ment announcements and decisions to the public. Politicians camaintain the Legislature.
come to the media room to relay an important message to the citi-

zens of Al bert a. The

premier

d o eJaynStnith isth ¥y infpbrtant ma@ it th@ Depaftraent a s

the MLAs. There is one way glass in the media room. Located efiinfrastructure. He has caretakers, carpenters, plumbers, elec-
the inside of the glass there are controls for the mikes and volumigians, and painters working for him. During the interview

Our class really enjoyed checking out the control room, and so dighith said that he used to want to go into carpentry, and as he

our adult volunteers!

moved up the ladder, he ended up in the position he has now.

But of course that is not the only exciting thing about thgve asked Jay Smith what qualifications he needed to get this

medi a roomseri fdiIfti ci sanMe wds e

| i gjbbt e repliede@hatycu @deded to IBednuilding sciences.

mented Daniel Solomon and Eric Buss. It is amazing for such a

small room. It has loads of cool stuff and it looks a lot bigger on
TV. Who knows how that is done but hey, the media roomis sti6 mi t h

awesome! We had a great time!

5 4321 Sally and Sarah signing off.

Alberta became a province in 1905.

His favorite part of his job is meeting people. Mr.
said that the hardest
the client what they want. He has had other jobs as well. Some
of them include working in a hospital kitchen and a gas station.
When we asked him how many hours he worked in a typical
week he repl i ed;-sefiehandasquaterl y
hours. o

Jay Smith is truly one of the individuals that keeps the Legisla-
ture standing.

P a

WO

After our interview something very neat happened.
Mr. Smith led us up to the dome of the Legislature, a restricted
area where the palm trees are. It was a wonderful vigey
could see all over the city.

AThe view from that dome was n
Dani el Sabac, who al so intervi
l ucky to interview such a grea

Did you know?
Today the Legislature Grounds feature 56
acres of manicured lawns and trees.



