
August 13, 2026  
Mr. Ron Wiebe, MLA  
Chair  
Standing Committee on Alberta’s Economic Future  
c/o Committee Clerk, 3rd Floor, 9820 - 107 Street  
Edmonton, Alberta, T5K 1E7  
Sent via: AEFCommittee.Admin@assembly.ab.ca  
  
Re: Lobbyists Act Review   
  
Dear Mr. Wiebe:  
  
The Nonprofit Chamber [NPC] is pleased to provide this submission to the Standing Committee 
on Alberta’s Economic Future, relating to the mandatory five-year review of the Alberta 
Lobbyists Act.   

When the Lobbyists Act was first introduced in 2007, Alberta’s nonprofit sector raised 
significant concerns about the impact the legislation would have on the sector, leading to the 
current exemption for public benefit nonprofits. That exemption has been upheld through each 
subsequent reviews of the Act in 2011, 2017, and 2022. We respectfully request that it once 
again be maintained in this review.  

The points outlined in this submission in support of maintaining the exemption for public 
benefit nonprofits remain as true and significant as they were in 2007. Removing the exemption 
would run counter to this government’s ongoing commitment to reducing red tape, place a 
new and unnecessary administrative burden on Service Alberta and thousands of Alberta’s 
nonprofit organizations, and risk diverting critical resources and expertise away from the 
communities these organizations serve. The sections that follow set our reasoning in detail.  

1. The current test applied to the exemption of whether an organization exists for public or
private benefit remains appropriate.  
The Lobbyists Act exists to balance open access to government with transparency about who is
seeking to influence it. Citizen concern is greatest where influence over government officials
results in private benefit, rather than public benefit. The distinction between private and public
benefit organizations was at the heart of the decision to exempt public benefit organizations
when the Lobbyists Act was first introduced. There is a fundamental difference between
lobbying government for a policy change that supports the public benefit, such as the advocacy
that has helped secure sustained provincial investment in food security and lobbying around
commercial interest (private benefit). If we continue to accept the principle distinguishing these
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