


   

 

 

 

organizations generally lack government relations teams, legal counsel, or dedicated 

administrative staff. 

For a volunteer-led organization or one with only a handful of employees, interpreting 

lobbying rules, tracking staff and volunteer time, and maintaining ongoing reports would 

draw limited capacity away from programs, services, and community work. It could also 

make boards and volunteers more cautious about engaging with elected officials and 

public servants, particularly when that engagement is occasional, ultimately reducing the 

community knowledge and front-line perspectives available to government when making 

policy decisions. 

The result could be an inequity in who is able and willing to participate in public policy 

discussions. Larger, better-resourced organizations may be able to absorb these 

requirements, while smaller, grassroots and community-based organizations may simply 

choose not to engage. Those are often precisely the organizations closest to community 

and the voices government most needs to hear. 

Removing the exemption would also increase administrative work for government. 

Expanding the registry to include a significantly larger number of organizations would 

require additional guidance, registration review, monitoring, and compliance activity. 

Government should not create those costs unless it has identified a clear transparency 

gap. In the absence of evidence that the current exemption is being misused or creating a 

material transparency gap, ECVO sees no public-policy rationale for imposing new 

regulatory requirements on thousands of public-benefit organizations. 

Recommendation 

Maintaining the exemption does not displace any financial accountability requirements tied 

to public funding, and it does not shield industry or professional associations from the 

Lobbyists Act. It preserves a targeted transparency regime while avoiding unnecessary 

red tape and compliance costs for small community organizations and government. 

For these reasons, ECVO recommends that the Standing Committee on Alberta’s 

Economic Future maintain the current nonprofit exemption under Alberta’s 

Lobbyists Act. 

Thank you for considering ECVO’s submission. ECVO would welcome the opportunity to 

provide further information or participate in additional discussion with the Committee. 

Sincerely, 

Gemma Dunn 

Executive Director 

Edmonton Chamber of Voluntary Organizations 
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