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The Canadian Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) and Alberta Beef Producers are pleased to submit the following
information in response to the request for written submissions regarding the impact of the Canada-United StatesMexico Agreement on Alberta agriculture.
The CCA is the national voice of Canada’s 60,000 beef farms and ABP is the provincial voice of Alberta’s 18,000 beef
farms. The CCA and ABP both represent every phase of the cattle production system in Canada, including the
purebred, cow/calf, backgrounding and feedlot sectors.
In regard to beef production in Canada, Alberta leads the way with 41% of the national beef cattle herd, 70% of the
feedlots and fattening, and 75% of Canada’s domestic total processed beef supply. Alberta leads the nation in $4.8
billion in cattle and calf market receipts (in 2017).
The CCA and ABP have both been long time advocates for free trade, open markets and, of particular relevance to
this consultation, CUSMA. The experience of the beef cattle industries of Canada, Mexico and the United States
under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is testament to the value of these trade agreements.
All three of our countries’ beef cattle industries have benefitted significantly from NAFTA, as the Agreement has
encouraged the development of highly coordinated supply chains across all three countries. For example, CCA’s
members export feeder cattle to the U.S., where they are fed U.S. produced corn and soybeans. The cattle are then
slaughtered in the U.S. with the meat sold both
domestically and exported around the world, including to Canada and Mexico. Indeed, the three countries are
amongst each other’s leading trading partners for beef and cattle.
The implementation of NAFTA led to significant growth of the Canadian beef sector. Canadian beef exports to the U.S.
grew 54% in volume and 762% in value from 190,000 tonnes valued at $500 million in 1995 to 293,000 tonnes valued at
$2 billion in 2018. Similarly, beef exports to Mexico grew 805% in volume and 5129% in value from 1,000 tonnes valued
at $3.7 million in 1995 to 15,500 tonnes valued at $110 million in 2018

Under both NAFTA and CUSMA the beef industries of Canada, the United States, and Mexico have/will enjoy
reciprocal duty-free trade between our countries. We can access each other’s markets without tariffs or quotas on
either beef or live cattle. This is how free trade should work, and preservation of this trade access was a high
priority for the Canadian beef industry in the NAFTA renegotiation process.
Between 2014-2018 Canada exported on average 790,000 head of live cattle and 518,000 tonnes of beef per year
to the U.S. In regard to the value of trade between 2014-2018 Canada exported $1.67 billion worth of beef and
$1.4 billion of live cattle for an average annual value of CDN $3 billio per year. A further 18,000 metric tons of
Canadian beef went to Mexico valued at $128 million. The US continues to also be Alberta’s largest market,
accounting for 38% of total agri-food exports.

