FC-MPA-001

Department of
Native American
Studies

4401 University Drive
Lethbridge, Alberta Canada
T1K 3M4

Phone 403.329.2518
Fax 403.329.2519
www.uleth.ca

Faculty of Arts & Science

Dr. Many Guns, Chair
Native American Studies
University of Lethbridge

October 3, 2017
RE: Missing Person Act Statutes of Alberta, 2011 Chapter M-18.5
To: The Standing Committee on Families and Communities
Thank you for permitting my input into this important piece of legislation and to add to
your committee deliberations. I have had an opportunity to review the notes from your
previous meetings and to review the Missing Person Act Statutes of Alberta 2011
Chapter M-18.5. First, I would like to commend efforts of the committee on their
exceptional work to consider how to bring the voices of those most effected to the table.
In summary, the legislation enables police officers to investigate and access certain types
of records and enables police the right of entry by force if there is a reasonable belief that
a missing person might be located.
My comments follow in no hierarchical order.
1.

I would like to see the definition section under section 1 (C) include vulnerable
and persons at risk.
RATIONAL
My sense is that the conditions of poverty and the surrounding social context
exacerbate vulnerability especially for Indigenous women and children which
cannot be understated. The degree of homelessness and contingent health issues,
such as fetal alcohol prevalence and physical disabilities which are commonly
known and reported in criminology statistics as contributing factors that
contribute to higher rates of all forms of abuse. For these reasons I would deem it
essential to expand the definition.

2. Advise a clause recognizing court orders interjurisdictionally, This is to support a
national context that can address and support the police when dealing with
murdered or missing women to enable and require access to and sharing of
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information across Canada. The clause might state in broad sense that information
will be shared with any police services for the purposes of the Act.
RATIONAL
I appreciate the committee’s discussion on the question of interjurisdiction
recognition of court orders. Aboriginal people move more than the general
population and tend to pool in large cities. The Aboriginal populations are very
mixed and generally their migration tends to be from city to city or manifest itself
in forms of what is termed “churn” by statisticians’.
3. Require a mandatory review of legislation in five years.
RATIONAL
Because this legislation intrudes into the privacy rights it has the potential of
overstepping its goal. I believe that should the Missing Persons Act be expanded
to have interprovincial recognition included then it must be reviewed at that level
for fairness and protection of those most vulnerable.

4. The fourth point that I make is to include a data collection process so a record of
the usage of this legislation is maintained.
RATIONALE
Because this is intrusive legislation, although I recognize its importance I do
believe accountability is more critical by authorities to protect the interests of the
vulnerable in society.
5. The last point, is to include a process for complaint should any person want to
report this must be listed in the court order, clearly.
RATIONAL
Government systems are very intimidating to any lay person and more so
Indigenous people. To make a compliant requires a level of familiarity with
systems of which most Aboriginal people do not have the experience. There must
be clear process listed in the court order and assurances of investigation by a
neutral body or preferably an Aboriginal body.

I hope these suggestions are helpful. If you require more detail in or on any of these
points please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely

