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STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 2013 
 
 
 
To the Honourable Gene Zwozdesky  
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
 of the Province of Alberta 
 

The Standing Committee on Legislative Offices has the honour of submitting its report 

containing the recommendation of a candidate for the position of Public Interest Commissioner 

for consideration by the Legislative Assembly. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Original Signed by Chair] 
 
David Xiao, MLA 
Chair, Standing Committee  
on Legislative Offices 
 
 
 
c. Dr. David McNeil 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 
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Report of the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices: March 2013        
Appointment of the Public Interest Commissioner 



 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
At the February 14, 2013 meeting of the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices, the 
following recommendation was passed by the Committee: 
 

MOVED by Dr. Brown that the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices recommend 
to the Legislative Assembly that Mr. Peter Hourihan be appointed Public Interest 
Commissioner for a term commencing with the Proclamation of the Public Interest 
Disclosure (Whistleblower Protection) Act and expiring October 16, 2016 and that the 
Speaker be authorized to make any arrangements required concerning Mr. Hourihan’s 
appointment as Public Interest Commissioner. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of February 14, 2013, the Standing Committee on Legislative Offices reviewed a 
written request received on January 30, 2013 from the Hon. Mr. Scott, Associate Minister of 
Accountability, Transparency and Transformation, to have the Ombudsman appointed Public 
Interest Commissioner under the Public Interest Disclosure (Whistleblower Protection) Act (the 
Act).  The Associate Minister advised that the Act was expected to be proclaimed in force on 
June 1, 2013.  The Committee heard from Mr. Peter Hourihan, Ombudsman, and from  
Mr. Robert Reynolds, Q.C., Law Clerk and Director of Interparliamentary Relations, during its 
consideration of this request. 
 
After consideration of the information provided, it was the decision of the Committee to 
recommend the appointment of the Ombudsman as the Public Interest Commissioner. 
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