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April 2021 

 

To the Honourable Nathan Cooper 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 

of the Province of Alberta 

 

As Chair of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts I have the honour of submitting 
this report relating to the Committee’s activities for 2019 for consideration by the 
Legislative Assembly. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[original signed] 
 
Shannon Phillips, MLA 
Lethbridge-West 
Chair, Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
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* This Member was appointed on October 8, 2019, to replace Mickey Amery, MLA Calgary-Cross (UCP). 
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II. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Standing Committee on Public Accounts comprises a Chair, who is a Member of the Official 
Opposition (New Democratic Party-NDP), and a Deputy Chair, who is a Member of the Government 
caucus (United Conservative Party-UCP). The composition of the remaining 13 members is 
approximately proportionate to the number of seats held by the NDP and UCP in the Assembly. 

 
The mandate of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts is to review the public accounts of the 
province of Alberta and ministry annual reports through the process of asking questions with respect to 
the expenditures of Government departments and the Auditor General’s reports. Pursuant to Standing 
Order 53(1), the public accounts and all reports of the Auditor General stand permanently referred to 
the Committee.   

 
The public accounts of Alberta are prepared in accordance with the Financial Administration Act and the 
Fiscal Management Act. The public accounts consist of the annual report of the Government of Alberta 
and the annual reports of each of its ministries. 

 
The 2018-2019 annual report of the Government of Alberta contains accountability statements and the 
consolidated financial statements of the province. Measuring Up, which measures and reports on 
performance, compares actual performance results with the desired results set out in the Government’s 
business plan. 

 
The annual reports for the ministries for the year ended March 31, 2019, contain ministers’ 
accountability statements, the audited consolidated financial statements of the ministries, and a 
comparison of actual performance results and the desired results set out in the ministries’ business 
plans.  
 
The reports of the Auditor General include annual reports and special reports.  Annual reports provide 
audit findings and include recommendations for the improvement of controls and processes within 
Government and the issuance of audit opinions on the financial statements of ministries, agencies and 
boards, and commissions.  Special reports of the Auditor General are prepared on any matter of 
importance or urgency that the Auditor General believes should not be deferred until the presentation 
of the annual report.   
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III. MANDATE AND SCOPE 
 
The mandate of the Public Accounts Committee includes reviewing and reporting on the public accounts 
of Alberta, all reports of the Auditor General of Alberta, and other matters which may be referred to the 
Committee by the Assembly. Its mandate extends to all public entities funded by Government, including 
agencies, boards and commissions. All reports of the Auditor General stand permanently referred to the 
Public Accounts Committee. 
 
The Committee calls on senior department officials and/or officials of agencies, boards, and 
commissions and such others as may be necessary to fulfil its mandate.  The Committee sets its own 
agendas and may sit whether or not the Assembly is in session. The Committee may report to the 
Assembly on a particular matter or generally with respect to its body of work, and the Government shall 
respond to a substantive report of the Public Accounts Committee within 150 days of the date on which 
the Committee reports. 
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IV. ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
The Committee’s 2019 schedule included one meeting during the Fifth Session of the 29th Legislature.  A 
General Election was held on April 16, 2019.   The Standing Committee on Public Accounts was 
reappointed for the 30th Legislature on May 23, 2019.  During the 2019 spring sitting of the First Session 
of the 30th Legislature the Committee met four times.  The Committee also met twice when the 
Assembly was not in session, in September 2019.  The Committee held four meetings during the 2019 
fall sitting for the period ending December 4, 2019.  
 
Changes to the Standing Orders on May 30, 2019, mandated the creation of a Subcommittee on 
Committee Business for the Standing Committee on Public Accounts has taken the place of the working 
group, employed during the previous Legislature.  Standing Order 52.011(3) required that the Standing 
Committee on Public Accounts appoint a Subcommittee on Committee Business to meet from time to 
time at the call of the Chair and to report to the Committee on the business of the Committee.  In 
fulfillment of this requirement, at its June 4, 2019, meeting the Committee passed the following motion: 
 

MOVED by Ms Hoffman that a Subcommittee on Committee Business be appointed to meet 
from time to time at the call of the Chair to consider and report to the Committee on the 
business of the committee; that the presence of all members of the subcommittee is necessary 
to constitute a meeting; that the subcommittee be composed of the following members: the 
Chair as Chair and the Deputy Chair; and that substitutions from the membership of the 
Committee be permitted on the subcommittee. 

 
The Subcommittee on Committee Business met six times during this reporting period to discuss and 
recommend schedules for meetings with ministries, including agencies, and boards and commissions 
reporting to the ministries, and to highlight any potential issues of interest for the Committee. 
 
Committee Research Services and the Office of the Auditor General continued to provide oral and 
written research briefings for caucus research staff one week prior to scheduled meetings. The 
Committee continued its practice of receiving these research briefings during closed pre-meeting 
briefings. 
 
The proceedings of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts are open to the public. Audio and video 
coverage of Committee meetings is streamed live on the Internet, broadcast on Alberta Assembly TV, 
and recorded by Alberta Hansard. The audio- and video-stream, as well as the transcripts of meetings 
can be accessed via the Legislative Assembly website at www.assembly.ab.ca and through the 
Legislature Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.assembly.ab.ca/
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V. MEETING SCHEDULE OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting Date 
 
29th Legislature 
2019, Fifth Session 

Appearance/Topic 

 
March 19 

 
Advanced Education 
 [Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2017-18] 
 

30th Legislature 
2019, First Session 

  

June 4 Committee business meeting 

June 11 Committee business meeting 
 

June 25 Office of the Auditor General 
[Report of the Auditor General – November 2018; Summary Report of Recommendations – 
November 2018] 
 

July 2 Treasury Board and Finance 
[Orientation to the Consolidated Financial Statements and Measuring Up reports] 

September 10 Service Alberta 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2018-19] 

September 11 Justice and Solicitor General and Office of the Public Guardian and Trustee 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2018-19] 
 

October 15 Energy, Alberta Energy Regulator, Alberta Petroleum Marketing Commission 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2018-19] 

October 22 Environment and Parks, Alberta Conservation Association 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2018-19] 

November 26 Health, Alberta Health Services 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2018-19] 

December 3 Alberta Energy Regulator 
[Review of Auditor General Report, Alberta Energy Regulator: An Examination of the  
International Centre of Regulatory Excellence (ICORE)] 
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VI. CANADIAN COUNCIL OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES (CCPAC) 
AND CANADIAN COUNCIL OF LEGISLATIVE AUDITORS (CCOLA) 
CONFERENCE 

 
Joint conference of Canadian Council of Public Accounts Committees (CCPAC) and Canadian Council of 
Legislative Auditors (CCOLA) 
 
The following Members of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta and committee support staff attended the 
CCPAC / CCOLA conference in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, from August 18-20, 2019. 
 

i. Attendance 
 

Shannon Phillips, MLA Chair 
Richard Gotfried, MLA Deputy Chair 
Sarah Amato  Research Officer 
Aaron Roth   Committee Clerk 

 
ii. Conference Sessions 

 
The conference program and sessions are attached to this report as Appendix 1. 
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APPENDIX 1: CANADIAN COUNCIL OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES 
(CCPAC) AND CANADIAN COUNCIL OF LEGISLATIVE AUDITORS (CCOLA) 
CONFERENCE BUSINESS PROGRAM 
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