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I. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 
 

Members of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
30th Legislature (Second Session) – As of October 20, 2020, to February 25, 2021 

 
Shannon Phillips, Lethbridge-West 
Chair (NDP) 
 
Richard Gotfried, Calgary-Fish Creek 
Deputy Chair (UC) 

 
Drew Barnes, MLA    Miranda Rosin, MLA 
Cypress-Medicine Hat (UC)   Banff-Kananaskis (UC) 

 
Lorne Dach, MLA    Garth Rowswell, MLA 
Edmonton-McClung (NDP)   Vermilion-Lloydminster-Wainwright (UC) 

 
Peter Guthrie, MLA    Marlin Schmidt, MLA 
Airdrie-Cochrane (UC)    Edmonton-Gold Bar (NDP)* 

 
Roger Reid, MLA    Jason Stephan, MLA 
Livingstone Macleod (UC)   Red Deer-South (UC) 

 
Marie Renaud, MLA    Devinder Toor, MLA 
St. Albert (NDP)     Calgary-Falconridge (UC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
 
* This Member was appointed on October 20, 2020, to replace Sarah Hoffman, MLA, Edmonton-Glenora (NDP). 
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Members of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
30th Legislature (Second Session) – As of February 25, 2021, to October 25, 2021 

 
Shannon Phillips, Lethbridge-West 
Chair (NDP) 
 
Pete Guthrie, Airdrie-Cochrane* 
Deputy Chair (UC) 

 
Jackie Armstrong-Homeniuk, MLA  Garth Rowswell, MLA 
Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville (UC)**  Vermilion-Lloydminster-Wainwright (UC) 

 
Jackie Lovely, MLA    Marlin Schmidt, MLA 
Camrose (UC)     Edmonton-Gold Bar (NDP) 

 
Nathan Neudorf, MLA    Peter Singh, MLA 
Lethbridge-East (UC)+    Calgary-East (UC)++ 

 
Rakhi Pancholi, MLA    Searle Turton, MLA 
Edmonton-Whitemud (NDP) ***  Spruce Grove-Stony Plain (UC)+++ 

 
Marie Renaud, MLA    Jordan Walker, MLA 
St. Albert (NDP)     Sherwood Park (UC)**** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
 
* This Member was appointed on February 25, 2021, to replace Richard Gotfried, MLA, Calgary-Fish Creek (UC) as Deputy Chair. 

** This Member was appointed on February 25, 2021, to replace Drew Barnes, MLA, Cypress-Medicine Hat (UC/IND as of May 13, 
2021). 

*** This Member was appointed on February 25, 2021, to replace Lorne Dach, MLA, Edmonton-McClung (NDP). 

**** This Member was appointed on February 25, 2021, to replace Richard Gotfried, MLA, Calgary-Fish Creek (UC). 

+ This Member was appointed on February 25, 2021, to replace Roger Reid, MLA, Livingstone-Macleod (UC). 

++ This Member was appointed on February 25, 2021, to replace Jason Stephan, MLA, Red Deer-South (UC). 

+++ This Member was appointed on February 25, 2021, to replace Devinder Toor, MLA, Calgary-Falconridge (UC). 
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Members of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
30th Legislature (Second Session) – As of October 25, 2021, to End of 2021 

 
Shannon Phillips, Lethbridge-West 
Chair (NDP) 
 
Roger Reid, Livingstone-Macleod* 
Deputy Chair (UC) 

 
Jackie Armstrong-Homeniuk, MLA  Marlin Schmidt, MLA 
Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville (UC)  Edmonton-Gold Bar (NDP) 

 
Jackie Lovely, MLA    Peter Singh, MLA  
Camrose (UC)     Calgary-East (UC) 

 
Rakhi Pancholi, MLA    Devinder Toor, MLA 
Edmonton-Whitemud (NDP)    Calgary-Falconridge (UC)** 

 
Marie Renaud, MLA    Searle Turton, MLA 
St. Albert (NDP)     Spruce Grove-Stony Plain (UC) 
 
Garth Rowswell, MLA    Jordan Walker, MLA 
Vermilion-Lloydminster-Wainwright (UC) Sherwood Park (UC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________ 
 
* This Member was appointed on October 25, 2021, to replace Pete Guthrie, MLA, Airdrie-Cochrane (UC) as Deputy Chair. 

** This Member was appointed on October 25, 2021, to replace Nathan Neudorf, MLA, Lethbridge-East (UC). 
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II. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Standing Committee on Public Accounts is composed of 12 Members and comprises a Chair, who is 
a Member of the Official Opposition (New Democratic - NDP), and a Deputy Chair, who is a Member of 
the Government caucus (United Conservative - UC). The composition of the remaining 10 members is 
approximately proportionate to the number of seats held by the NDP and UC in the Legislative Assembly 
of Alberta. 
 
The mandate of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts is to review the public accounts of the 
province of Alberta and ministry annual reports through the process of asking questions with respect to 
the expenditures of Government departments and the Auditor General’s reports. Pursuant to Standing 
Order 53(1) the public accounts and all reports of the Auditor General stand permanently referred to the 
Committee.   
 
The public accounts of Alberta are prepared in accordance with the Financial Administration Act and the 
Fiscal Management Act. The public accounts consist of the annual report of the Government of Alberta 
and the annual reports of each of its ministries. 
 
The 2020-2021 annual report of the Government of Alberta contains Budget 2020 Key Results, the 
audited Consolidated Financial Statements and Performance Results, which compares actual 
performance results to desired results set out in the Government’s strategic plan. 
 
The annual reports for the ministries for the year ended March 31, 2021, contain ministers’ 
accountability statements, the audited consolidated financial statements of the ministries, and a 
comparison of actual performance results as well as the desired results set out in the ministries’ 
business plans.  
 
The reports of the Auditor General include annual reports and special reports.  Annual reports provide 
audit findings and include recommendations for the improvement of controls and processes within 
Government and the issuance of audit opinions on the financial statements of ministries, agencies, 
boards, and commissions.  Special reports of the Auditor General are prepared on any matter of 
importance or urgency that the Auditor General believes should not be deferred until the presentation 
of the annual report.   
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III. MANDATE AND SCOPE 
 
The mandate of the Public Accounts Committee includes reviewing and reporting on the public accounts 
of Alberta, all reports of the Auditor General of Alberta, and other matters that may be referred to the 
Committee by the Assembly. Its mandate extends to all public entities funded by Government, including 
agencies, boards and commissions. All reports of the Auditor General stand permanently referred to the 
Public Accounts Committee. 
 
The Committee calls on senior department officials and/or officials of agencies, boards, and 
commissions and such others as may be necessary to fulfill its mandate. 
 
The Committee sets its own agendas and may sit whether or not the Assembly is in session. The 
Committee may report to the Assembly on a particular matter or generally with respect to its body of 
work, and the Government shall respond to a substantive report of the Public Accounts Committee 
within 150 days of the date on which the Committee reports. 
 

IV. ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
In the winter of 2021, prior to the commencement of the 2021 spring sitting, the Committee met two 
times. During the 2021 spring sitting of the Second Session of the 30th Legislature the Committee met 
nine times. The Committee also met on September 17, 2021, when the Assembly was not in session, to 
discuss scheduling for the Fall 2021 Sitting. The Committee held six meetings during the 2021 fall sitting, 
including one session with the Auditor General on December 14, 2021.  
 
The Subcommittee on Committee Business met four times during this reporting period to discuss and 
recommend schedules for meetings with ministries, including agencies, boards, and commissions 
reporting to the ministries, and to highlight any potential issues of interest for the Committee.  The 
Subcommittee also discussed planning for the 2021 annual conference of the Canadian Council of Public 
Accounts Committees and Canadian Council of Legislative Auditors. 
 
Committee Research Services and the Office of the Auditor General continued to provide oral and 
written research briefings for caucus research staff and committee members.     
 
From September 8 to 9, 2021, the Committee co-hosted the annual conference Canadian Council of 
Public Accounts Committees and Canadian Council of Legislative Auditors with the Alberta Office of the 
Auditor General.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the conference was held primarily online, although 
some Alberta delegates attended in-person.  There were 132 delegates who registered for the 
conference, coming from every province, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Public 
Accounts and two of the three territories.  The delegates included Public Accounts Committee members, 
committee staff, Auditors General, and audit staff.  The theme of the conference dealt with the work of 
Public Accounts Committees and Auditors General in a COVID and post-COVID world.   
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V. MEETING SCHEDULE OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting Date 
 

Appearance/Topic 

30th Legislature 
2021, Second 
Session 
 

 

January 26 Committee business meeting 

February 16 Committee business meeting 
 

April 6 Justice and Solicitor General 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 
 

April 13 Advanced Education 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 
 

April 20 Jobs, Economy and Innovation 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 

May 4 Labour and Immigration 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 
 

May 11 Children’s Services 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 
 

May 18 
 
 
June 8 
 
 
June 15 
 
 

Community and Social Services 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 
 
Agriculture and Forestry 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 
 
Energy 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2019-20] 

June 22 
 
September 17 
 
October 26 
 
 
November 2 
 

Environment and Parks 
 
Committee business meeting 
 
Service Alberta 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2020-21] 
 
Education 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2020-21] 
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November 16 
 
 
November 23 
 
 
November 30 

 
Seniors and Housing 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2020-21] 
 
Health and Alberta Health Services 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2020-21] 
 
Transportation 
[Outstanding Recommendations from the OAG; Ministry Annual Report 2020-21] 

 
December 14 

 
Auditor General 

         [November 2021 Report] 
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VI. CANADIAN COUNCIL OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES (CCPAC) 
AND CANADIAN COUNCIL OF LEGISLATIVE AUDITORS (CCOLA) 
CONFERENCE 

 
Joint conference of Canadian Council of Public Accounts Committees (CCPAC) and Canadian Council of 
Legislative Auditors (CCOLA) 
 
At the Canadian Council of Public Accounts Committee and Canadian Council of Legislative Auditors 
2019 annual conference, it was confirmed that Alberta’s Public Accounts Committee and Office of the 
Auditor General would co-host the 2021 annual conference.  The Chair of the Standing Committee on 
Public Accounts and the Auditor General of Alberta confirmed in February 2021 that due to the COVID 
19 pandemic the conference would be held virtually.   
 
The theme of the conference dealt with the work of Public Accounts Committees and Auditors General 
in a COVID and post-COVID world.  The conference consisted of a jurisdictional update, three business 
sessions, and a round-table of Information and Privacy Commissioners, led by Information and Privacy 
Commissioner of Alberta Jill Clayton, discussing privacy issues in a COVID and post-COVID world.  The 
conference concluded with the annual meetings of the Canadian Council of Public Accounts Committees 
and the Canadian Council of Legislative Auditors along with a breakout session consisting of Committee 
Clerks and Committee Researchers who work with Public Accounts Committees from across Canada.  
 
The conference engaged Edmonton-based Mr. André Beauregard, and his colleagues, to deliver 
simultaneous interpretation of conference programming in both English and French via Microsoft Teams 
and utilizing Interprefy, a Swiss-based online simultaneous interpretation software company.  Two 
keynote speakers, author André Picard and Dr. Lindsay Tedds from the University of Calgary, provided 
online presentations to delegates.  Rapid Fire Theatre of Edmonton was able to provide an improvised 
theatre performance to delegates as part of the conference social program. 
 
As the conference was delivered entirely online, there was no opportunity for receptions or conference 
dinners. Instead, the planning group for the conference sent out pre-packaged gift boxes to registered 
delegates, containing Alberta-made products, creative works from Alberta artists, links to virtual tours of 
Alberta attractions, and a copy of André Picard’s book, Neglected No More: The Urgent Need to Improve 
the Lives of Canada's Elders in the Wake of a Pandemic.   
 
Each jurisdiction’s Public Accounts Committee and Auditor General Office were allotted four no-cost 
registration spots for delegates. Additional delegates could register for the conference for a fee of $50 
per delegate.   
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VII. 2021 CCPAC-CCOLA CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
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