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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Bill Pr2, The United Church of Canada Amendment Act, 2021, was introduced and received first reading
on April 12, 2021. A copy of the Bill is attached to this report pursuant to Standing Order 105(3).

2.0 ORDER OF REFERENCE

Pursuant to Standing Order 100(1):

After a private Bill has been read the first time,
(a) the private Bill, and
(b) all petitions before the Assembly for or against the Bill, stand referred to the Private Bills
and Private Members’ Public Bills Committee.

3.0 COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

The Committee reviewed the petition for Bill Pr2 at its meeting on March 24, 2021, and confirmed that it
complied with Standing Orders 90 and 94. Another meeting was held on May 3, 2021, at which the
following representatives for the United Church of Canada made presentations to the Committee:

Rev. Michael Blair, General Secretary, the United Church of Canada
Ms Heather Keachie, external legal counsel to the United Church of Canada, Gardiner Roberts LLP

On May 3, 2021, the Committee completed its consideration of the Bill.

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

Pursuant to Standing Order 105(2) the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members’ Public
Bills recommends

that Bill Pr2, The United Church of Canada Amendment Act, 2021, proceed.
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Bill Pr2
Ms Phillips

BILL Pr2

2021

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA AMENDMENT ACT,
2021

(Assented to ,2021)

Preamble

WHEREAS The United Church of Canada was incorporated by The
United Church of Canada Act, SC 1924 c100 (Canada), as
amended;

WHEREAS The United Church of Canada Act, SA 1924 c41,
governs the property, rights and powers of The United Church of
Canada in Alberta;

WHEREAS The United Church of Canada’s 42nd General Council
adopted a restructuring motion on August 14, 2015, and
subsequently undertook a remit process, the results of which were
confirmed by The United Church of Canada’s 43rd General Council
on July 22, 2018;

WHEREAS 4n Act to amend The United Church of Canada Act,
SC 2019 ¢31 (Canada), which received Royal Assent on April 11,
2019, amends the federal Act to reflect changes to The United
Church of Canada’s governance structure pursuant to the
restructuring motion and remit process; and

WHEREAS The United Church of Canada now desires
amendments to The United Church of Canada Act, SA 1924 c41, to
reflect the changes made to the federal Act;

THEREFORE HER MAIJESTY, by and with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, enacts as follows:



Explanatory Notes
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Amends SA 1924 c41

1 The United Church of Canada Act is amended by this Act.

2 Section 2 is repealed and the following is substituted:

2 In this Act,

Act of
Incorporation

Basis of Union

College

Conference

Congregation

General Council

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

)

“Act of Incorporation” means An Act
incorporating The United Church of
Canada, SC 1924 c100 (Canada);

“Basis of Union” means the Basis of
Union set forth in schedule A to the Act
of Incorporation, as amended from time to
time under section 28(b) of that Act by
The United Church of Canada;

“college” means any college, school or
other educational institution,
incorporated or unincorporated, under the
government or control of, or in
connection with, any of the negotiating
churches, or established or maintained in
whole or in part by any of them, and shall
include the colleges and institutions set
out in schedule B to this Act;

“conference” includes, where the context
requires, the Regional Council of The
United Church of Canada or any
successor to that entity that is established
in accordance with the process set out in
the Basis of Union;

“congregation” means any local church,
charge, circuit, congregation, preaching
station, community of faith or other local
unit for purposes of worship in
connection or in communion with any of
the negotiating churches or with The
United Church of Canada, or any
successor to those entities that is
established in accordance with the
process set out in the Basis of Union;

“General Council” means the General
Council of The United Church of Canada

2



1 Amends chapter 41 of the Statutes of Alberta 1924.

2 Section 2 presently reads:

Definitions 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,
the expression,—

The negotiating churches

The Basis of Union

Congregation

(@)

()

(©

“The negotiating  churches”
means the churches mentioned in
the preamble, and shall include
also every congregation
heretofore in connection or in
communion with any of the
negotiating churches which, prior
to the coming into force of this
section has joined with any one or

more congregation or
congregations of any of the other
negotiating churches for

purposes of worship, and every
congregation dffiliated with any
of the negotiating churches,
whether it hold its property
separately from or as a part of
any of the negotiating churches,
and every congregation having
any  representation in  or
connection with the general
council of local union churches;

“The Basis of Union” means the
Basis of Union mentioned in the
preamble and to be set forth in
schedule A to the Act of the
Parliament of Canada by which
The United Church of Canada
shall be incorporated;

“Congregation” means any local
church, charge, circuit,
congregation, preaching station
or other local unit for purposes of
worship in connection or in
communion with any of the
negotiating churches or of The
United Church of Canada,

Explanatory Notes



Negotiating
churches

Presbytery

Property

The
Congregational
Churches

and includes, where the context requires,
the Denominational Council of The
United Church of Canada or any
successor to that Council that is
established in accordance with the
process set out in the Basis of Union;

(g) “negotiating churches” means The

Congregational Churches, The
Methodist Church and the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, and shall also include
every congregation that, prior to the 10th
day of June, 1925, was in connection or
in communion with any of the
negotiating churches that, prior to the
10th day of June, 1925, had joined with
any one oOr more congregation or
congregations of any of the other
negotiating churches for the purposes of
worship, and every congregation
affiliated with any of the negotiating
churches, whether it held its property
separately from or as a part of any of the
negotiating  churches, and every
congregation having any representation
in or connection with the general council
of local union churches;

(h) “presbytery” includes, where the context

requires, the Regional Council of The
United Church of Canada or any
successor to that entity that is
established in accordance with the
process set out in the Basis of Union;

(1) “property” includes any debt and any

)

thing in action and any right or interest;

“The Congregational Churches” shall
include the Congregational Union of
Canada, The Canada Congregational
Missionary  Society, The Canada
Congregational ~ Foreign ~ Missionary
Society, The Congregational Provident
Fund Society, The Congregational
Church Extension Society of Western
Canada, and all congregations of the

3



College (d) “College” means any college,
school or other educational
institution,  incorporated  or
unincorporated,  under  the
government or control of, or in
connection with, any of the
negotiating churches, or
established or maintained in
whole or in part by any of them,
and shall include the colleges
and institutions set out in
schedule B to this Act;

The Presbyterian Church in (e¢) “The Presbyterian Church in

Canada Canada” shall include the Board
of Trustees of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada, the Church
and Manse Board of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada,
The Board for the Management
of the Temporalities Fund of The
Presbyterian Church of Canada,
The Managers of the Ministers,
Widows and Orphans’ Fund of
the Synod of The Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection
with The Church of Scotland and
all Presbyterian congregations
separately incorporated under
any Statute of the Dominion of
Canada, or of this Province and
all congregations heretofore and
now connected or in communion
with The Presbyterian Church in
Canada however organized;

The Methodist Church () “The Methodist Church” shall
include the body corporate known
as The Methodist Church and all
bodies corporate established or
created by The Methodist Church
or any conference thereof under
the provisions of any Statute of the
Parliament of Canada, or the
Legislature of this Province;

Congregational Churches (g) “The Congregational Churches”
shall include the
Congregational Union of
Canada, The Canada
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The Methodist
Church

The Presbyterian
Church in Canada

The United
Church

(k)

M

(m)

Congregational denomination which are
represented by the Congregational Union
of Canada for the purposes of this
legislation, whether the same are
separately incorporated under any statute
of the Dominion of Canada or of any
Province thereof, or have been organized
under the provisions of any statute or
deed of trust, or as union or as joint stock
churches, or otherwise howsoever;

“The Methodist Church” shall include the
body corporate known as The Methodist
Church and all bodies corporate
established or created by The Methodist
Church or any conference thereof under
the provisions of any statute of the
Parliament of Canada or the Legislature
of this Province;

“The Presbyterian Church in Canada”
shall include the Board of Trustees of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada, The
Church and Manse Board of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada, The
Board for the Management of the
Temporalities Fund of The Presbyterian
Church of Canada, The Managers of the
Ministers, Widows and Orphans Fund of
the Synod of The Presbyterian Church of
Canada in connection with The Church of
Scotland and all Presbyterian
congregations separately incorporated
under any statute of the Dominion of
Canada, or of this Province and all
congregations  heretofore and now
connected or in communion with The
Presbyterian Church in Canada however
organized,;

“The United Church” means The United
Church of Canada established by the Act
of Incorporation.



The United Church

The Act of Incorporation

Property

)

()

Congregational Missionary
Society, The Canada
Congregational Foreign
Missionary Society, The
Congregational Provident Fund
Society, The Congregational
Church Extension Society of
Western  Canada, and all
congregations of the
Congregational — denomination
which are represented by The
Congregational Union of
Canada for the purposes of this
legislation, whether the same are
separately incorporated under
any statute of the Dominion of
Canada or of any Province
thereof, or have been organized
under the provisions of an
statute or deed of trust, or as
union or as joint stock churches,
or otherwise howsoever;

“The United Church” means
“The  United  Church  of
Canada”;

“The Act of Incorporation”
means the Act of Parliament of
Canada by which the United
Church shall be incorporated;

Where the context admits thereof
the word “property” shall include
any debt and any thing in action
and any right or interest.

Explanatory Notes



3 The following is added immediately after section 29:

Transitional 29.1(1) In this section, “previous Act” means this
Act as it read immediately before the coming into
force of this section.

(2) Nothing in this Act affects a deed, conveyance or
transfer to trustees that was issued upon the trusts set
forth in schedule A of the previous Act.

4 Schedule A is repealed and the following is substituted:

SCHEDULE A

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
TRUSTS OF MODEL DEED

AND it is hereby declared that the said trustees and their successors or
the trustee or trustees for the time being acting in the trusts herein shall
hold the said lands upon the following trusts:

COLUMN ONE.

1. Upon trust to use
the trust property for
purposes directed by
congregation and
maintenance of
public worship.

2. To erect and
repair buildings.

COLUMN TWO.

1. For the use and benefit of the said church,
charge, circuit, preaching station or
congregation, as the case may be (hereinafter
called the congregation), as a part of The
United Church of Canada, as well for the site
of a church, chapel, meeting-house, school,
manse, parsonage or minister’s dwelling or
other place for religious, charitable,
educational, congregational or  social
purposes, glebe or burial ground, as the said
congregation may direct, as for the support
and maintenance of public worship, and the
propagation of Christian knowledge,
according to the doctrine, discipline, by-laws,
rules and regulations of The United Church of
Canada.

2. And upon further trust, out of all moneys
received by them for that purpose, to build,
erect, add to, alter, repair, enlarge or rebuild
any of the buildings aforesaid from time to
time as they may deem expedient, and where
they deem it necessary, to take down and



3 Section 29 presently reads:

Repeal of
inconsistent
enactments

29. All Acts and portions of Acts of the Legislature
of this Province inconsistent with the provisions of
this Act are hereby repealed in so far as may be
necessary to give full effect to this Act.

4 Schedule A presently reads:

SCHEDULE A.
TRUSTS OF MODEL DEED.

And it is hereby declared that the said trustees and their successors or
the trustee or trustees for the time being acting in the trusts herein shall
hold the said lands upon the following trusts:

1. Upon trust
to use the trust
property for
purposes
directed by
congregation
and

maintenance of

public worship

2. To erect
and repair
buildings

1. For the use and benefit of the said church,
charge, circuit, preaching station or congregation,
as the case may be (hereinafter called the
congregation) as part of The United Church of
Canada, as well for the site of a church, chapel,
meeting-house, school, manse, parsonage, or
minister’s dwelling or other place for religious,
charitable, educational, congregational or social
purposes, glebe or burial ground, as the said
congregation may direct, as for the support and
maintenance of public worship, and the
propagation of Christian knowledge, according to
the doctrine, discipline, by-laws, rules and
regulations of The United Church of Canada.

2. And upon further trust, out of all moneys
received by them for that purpose, to build, erect,
add to, alter, repair, enlarge, or rebuild any of the
buildings aforesaid from time to time as they may
deem expedient, and where they deem it necessary,
to take down and remove any of said buildings for
any of the purposes aforesaid.
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3. To obey all
lawful orders and
directions.

4. To permit use of
the trust property for
church, manse and
Sunday school
purposes.

remove any of said buildings for any of the
purposes aforesaid.

3. And upon further trust, that they shall and
will obey, perform and fulfil and suffer to be
obeyed, performed and fulfilled with respect
to the said lands, and to any building or
buildings at any time thereon, or to any burial
ground, the lawful orders and directions
respectively of the Official Board of the said
congregation and the Regional Council within
whose bounds and under whose ecclesiastical
jurisdiction the said congregation shall from
time to time be, and of the Denominational
Council of The United Church of Canada.

4. And upon further trust, to permit, in
conformity with the doctrines, discipline, by-
laws, rules and regulations of The United
Church of Canada and not otherwise, the
following:

(a) The use of the said church, chapel or
meeting-house, as a place of religious
worship by a congregation of The United
Church of Canada and for meetings or
services of religious or spiritual character
or such benevolent or congregational
purposes as may be approved by the
Session of such congregation, and the
conduct of public worship and the various
services and ordinances of religious
worship therein by the minister of the said
congregation or, with the approval of the
Session or of the said minister, by any
other minister of The United Church of
Canada or by any minister of any other
religious denomination.

(b) The performance of burial services in any
burial ground or cemetery belonging to or
under the control of the congregation;

(c) The use of the manse, parsonage or
minister’s dwelling or dwellings with the
appurtenances thereof by the minister or



3. To obey all
lawful orders
and directions

4. To permit
use of the trust
property for
church, manse
and Sunday
school
purposes

3. And upon further trust, that they shall and will
obey, perform and fulfil and suffer to be obeyed,
performed and fulfilled with respect to the said
lands, and to any building or buildings at any time
thereon, or to any burial ground, the lawful orders
and directions respectively of the official board of
the said congregation, the presbytery and
conference respectively within whose bounds and
under whose ecclesiastical jurisdiction the said
congregation shall from time to time be, and of the
General Council of The United Church of Canada.

4. And upon further trust, to permit, in conformity
with the doctrines, discipline, by-laws and
regulations of The United Church of Canada and
not otherwise, the following:

(a) The use of the said church, chapel or
meeting-house, as a place of religious
worship by a congregation of The United
Church of Canada and for meetings or
services of religious or spiritual character
or such benevolent or congregational
purposes as may be approved by the
session of such congregation, and the
conduct of public worship, and the various
services and ordinances of religious
worship therein by the minister of the said
congregation or, with the approval of the
session or of the said minister, by any
other minister of The United Church of
Canada or by any minister of any other
religious denomination.

(b) The performance of burial services in any
burial ground or cemetery belonging to or
under the control of the congregation;

(¢) The use of the manse, parsonage, or
minister’s dwelling or dwellings with the
appurtenances thereof by the minister or
ministers of the congregation firee from
payment of any rent;

(d) The use of any church, chapel, meeting-
house, school or other building for the
6 Explanatory Notes



5. Tolet and sell
pews and burial plots
and to let manses.

ministers of the congregation free from
payment of any rent;

(d) The use of any church, chapel, meeting-
house, school or other building for the
purposes of a Sunday school at such
hours and times as will not interfere with
public worship, and

(e) The use of any buildings erected upon the
said lands, other than a church, chapel or
meeting-house, for such purposes as may
from time to time be approved by the
Session of the congregation.

5. Andupon further trust, to let any pews and
seats at a reasonable rent, if so authorized by
the Official Board of the congregation, with
power to delegate any such letting to any
person or persons whom they may appoint for
that purpose; to let any buildings, not required
for purposes of worship, at a reasonable rent;
and if there shall be a burial ground or
cemetery, to sell or let vaults, tombs or burial
plots at a reasonable price or rent; and to
account for and pay all moneys received in
respect of any such letting or sale, less any
expense incurred in the execution of these
trusts, to the treasurer of the congregation, or
should there be no treasurer, then to the
Committee of Stewards of the congregation,
or such person as shall be designated by the
said Committee for the purpose of receiving
the same. In case the trustees are of opinion
that any manse, parsonage or minister’s
dwelling is not required for the use of the
minister or ministers of the congregation, or is
not desirable for the use of such minister or
ministers, they may, with the consent in
writing of said minister or ministers, let the
same and use and apply the rent derived
therefrom towards paying the board and
lodging of such minister or ministers or the
rent for a more suitable and convenient
residence for such minister or ministers.



5. To let and
sell pews and
burial plots and
to let manses

purposes of a Sunday school at such hours
and times as will not interfere with public
worship,; and

(e) The use of any buildings erected upon the
said lands, other than a church, chapel,
meeting-house, for such purposes as may
from time to time be approved by the
session of the congregation.

5. And upon further trust to let any pews and seats
at a reasonable rent, if so authorized by the official
board of the congregation, with power to delegate
any such letting to any person or persons, whom
they may appoint for that purpose; to let any
buildings, not required for purposes of worship, at
a reasonable rent; and if there shall be a burial
ground or cemetery, to sell or let vaults, tombs or
burial plots at a reasonable price or rent; and to
account for and pay all moneys received in respect
of any such letting or sale, less any expense incurred
in the execution of these trusts to the treasurer of the
congregation or should there be no treasurer, then
to the committee of stewards of the congregation, or
such person as shall be designated by the said
commiittee for the purpose of receiving the same. In
case the trustees are of the opinion that any manse,
parsonage or minister’s dwelling is not required for
the use of the minister or ministers of the
congregation, or is not desirable for the use of such
minister or ministers, they may with the consent in
writing of said minister or ministers, let the same
and use and apply the rent derived therefrom
towards paying the board and lodging of such
minister or ministers or the rent for a more suitable
and convenient residence for such minister or
ministers.
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6. The trustees shall
have power to sell,
mortgage, exchange,
or lease the trust
property with the
consent of the
Regional Council.

6. The trustees or a majority of them may,
but only with the consent in writing of the
Regional Council within the bounds of which
the lands are situate (such consent to be under
the hand of the presiding officer or secretary
or clerk thereof), sell the said lands or any part
thereof either by public sale or private
contract, either for cash or upon credit, upon
such terms as to price and for such price and
upon such terms as to payment or otherwise as
they may deem expedient; mortgage,
hypothecate or exchange the said lands or any
part thereof; let any church, chapel or
meeting-house upon the same for such rent
and upon such terms as they may deem
expedient; and make all such conveyances,
mortgages, leases and assurances as may be
required to complete any such sale, mortgage,
hypothecation, exchange or lease. The said
trustees after first paying or otherwise
providing for all indebtedness of the trustees
shall apply the moneys arising from such sale,
mortgage, hypothecation, lease or exchange
for the purposes of such congregation as the
Official Board thereof shall direct, but should
such congregation cease to exist as an
organized body, such proceeds, less any
expense incurred in the execution of these
trusts, shall be paid to The United Church of
Canada to be applied for such purposes for the
benefit of The United Church of Canada as the
Regional Council within the bounds of which
the said lands are situate may determine under
the by-laws, rules and regulations of the
Denominational Council. Every application
by trustees for the consent of a Regional
Council as aforesaid shall be in writing and
shall state the purpose for which the moneys
arising from such intended sale, mortgage,
hypothecation, lease or exchange will be
applied. Any decision of a Regional Council
with regard to the sale, mortgage,
hypothecation, lease or exchange of the said
lands or any part thereof shall be subject to
appeal to the Denominational Council at the
instance of not fewer than any five members
of the congregation affected thereby. In every

8



6. The trustees
shall have
power to sell,
mortgage,
exchange or
lease the trust
property with
the consent of
the Presbytery

6. The trustees or a majority of them may, but only
with the consent in writing of the presbytery within
the bounds of which the lands are situate (such
consent to be under exchange or the hand of the
presiding officer or secretary or clerk thereof, sell
the said lands or any part thereof either by public
sale or private contract and either for cash or upon
credit and upon such terms as to price and for such
price, and upon such terms as to payment or
otherwise as they may deem expedient;, mortgage,
hypothecate or exchange the said lands or any part
thereof; let any church, chapel or meeting-house
upon the same for such rent and upon such terms as
they may deem expedient; and make all such
conveyances, mortgages, leases and assurances as
may be required to complete any such sale,
mortgage, hypothecation, exchanging or lease. The
said trustees after first paying or otherwise
providing for all indebtedness of the trustees shall
apply the moneys arising from such sale, mortgage,
hypothecation, lease or exchange for the purposes
of such congregation as the official board thereof
shall direct, but should such congregation cease to
exist as an organized body, such proceeds, less any
expense incurred in the execution of these trusts,
shall be paid to The United Church of Canada to be
applied for such purposes for the benefit of The
United Church of Canada as the conference within
the bounds of which the said lands are situate may
determine under the by-laws, rules and regulations
of the General Council. Every application by
trustees for the consent of a presbytery as aforesaid
shall be in writing and shall state the purpose for
which the moneys arising from such intended sale,
mortgage, hypothecation, lease, or exchange will be
applied. Any decision of presbytery with regard to
the sale, mortgage, hypothecation, lease or
exchange of the said lands or any part thereof shall
be subject to appeal to the conference within the
bounds of which the said lands are situate, at the
instance of not fewer than any five members of the
congregation affected thereby. In every case where
the consent of such presbytery or conference has
been obtained as aforesaid it shall not be incumbent
upon the purchaser, mortgagee or lessee of the said
lands or of any part thereof to enquire into the
necessity, expediency or propriety of any such sale,
mortgage, hypothecation, lease or exchange, or to
see to the application of the moneys paid to the
trustees. A certificate of the secretary or clerk of any

8 Explanatory Notes



7. The trustees shall
keep proper accounts
and minutes.

8. The trustees shall
have seven days’
notice of all special
meetings and one
day’s notice of other
meetings.

case where the consent of such Regional
Council or the Denominational Council has
been obtained as aforesaid it shall not be
incumbent upon the purchaser, mortgagee or
lessee of the said lands or of any part thereof
to enquire into the necessity, expediency or
propriety of any such sale, mortgage,
hypothecation, lease or exchange, or to see to
the application of the moneys paid to the
trustees. A certificate of the secretary or clerk
of any Regional Council or the
Denominational Council that any such
consent has been given shall be sufficient and
conclusive evidence of such consent.

7. The said trustees shall keep a proper book
or books of account showing all moneys
received and disbursed by them, and a book or
books of minutes showing correctly all
minutes of their meetings and of resolutions
passed and proceedings taken thereat, and
such book or books shall at all reasonable
times be open for inspection by the minister in
charge of the congregation and by the
chairman of the Committee of Stewards, and
any person or persons named by them or
either of them, and the said minister or the said
chairman and any person named by them or
either of them as aforesaid shall have the right
to make such copies or abstracts of or extracts
from the said accounts or minutes, as he or
they may desire, and upon request from the
Committee of Stewards the trustees shall
submit all books of accounts and minutes, and
all vouchers, receipts, papers and documents
relating to the said accounts, for audit by the
Committee of Stewards, or such person or
persons as the said Committee may appoint
for the purpose.

8. Every meeting of trustees for considering
the making of any alteration of or addition to
any building on the said lands, or any part
thereof, or for considering the sale, mortgage,
hypothecation, lease or exchange of the said
lands, or any part thereof, except the letting or
sale of pews, seats, vaults, tombs or burial
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7. The trustees
shall keep
proper
accounts and
minutes

8. The trustees
shall have
seven days’
notice of all
special
meetings and
one day’s

presbytery or conference that any such consent has
been given shall be sufficient and conclusive
evidence of such consent.

7. The said trustees shall keep a proper book or
books of account showing all moneys received and
disbursed by them, and a book or books of minutes
showing correctly all minutes of their meetings and
of resolutions passed and proceedings taken
thereat, and such book or books shall at all
reasonable times be open for inspection by the
minister in charge of the congregation and by the
chairman of the committee of stewards, and any
person or persons named by them or either of them,
and the said minister or the said chairman and any
person named by them or either of them as aforesaid
shall have the right to make such copies or abstracts
of or extracts from the said accounts or minutes, as
he or they may desire, and upon request from the
co