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To the Honourable Ken Kowalski 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta 
 
 
 
The Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders and Printing has the 
honour to submit its final report on its review of the Standing Orders, for consideration by the 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta. 
 
 
 
Ray Prins, MLA 
Lacombe-Ponoka 
Chair 
Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, 
Standing Orders and Printing 
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1.0 Introduction 

The Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders and Printing meets when 
the Legislative Assembly refers a matter to the Committee for consideration. 
 
On April 17, 2008 and May 21, 2008, the Assembly approved Temporary Amendments to the 
Legislative Assembly Standing Orders.  These amendments have effect until the conclusion of 
the 2008 Fall Sitting.  As part of a motion passed on April 17, 2008, the Assembly directed the 
Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders and Printing to review the 
Temporary Standing Orders and to consider the need for additional amendments to the 
Assembly’s rules and practices.  The Committee was asked to report to the Legislative Assembly 
no later than October 30, 2008.  The Committee met on May 14, 2008, September 3, 2008, 
October 8, 2008 and October 28, 2008.  On October 30, 2008, the Committee tabled an interim 
report in the Assembly recommending that administrative changes be adopted and that the 
Standing Orders effective May 21, 2008 be made permanent subject to the amendments 
recommended in the Interim Report and the Final Report.  The Committee met again on 
November 17, 2008 to consider further amendments to the Standing Orders, which are included 
in this report. 
  
 

2.0 Order of Reference 
 
Excerpt from Government Motion 8, Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative 
Assembly of Alberta, Thursday, April 17, 2008: 
 

B. Be it further resolved that the Standing Committee on Privileges and 
Elections, Standing Orders and Printing shall, without further motion, review 
and consider 
 
(a) the amendments to Standing Orders in this motion by comparing the 
reforms to the practices in other Assemblies, examining whether the reforms 
afford open discussion of public policy where Albertans can participate and 
whether the reforms maximize oversight and accountability; 
 
(b) the need for additional amendments or reforms to the Assembly's rules 
and practices to further objectives of open, public discussion of public policy, 
the role of the Assembly in overall government accountability and the 
work/life balance of Members; and 
 
(c) the process used for Committee of Supply consideration of main 
estimates in 2008, and shall report to the Assembly with its 
recommendations no later than October 30, 2008. 
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3.0 Recommendations 
 
The Standing Committee on Privileges and Elections, Standing Orders and Printing recommends 
that the amendments to the Standing Orders proposed in the Interim Report presented in the 
Assembly on October 30, 2008 be amended as follows: 
 
 Part A be amended as follows: 
 
1 In section 1 in the proposed Standing Order 3(4)(a) by striking out Athe first Monday in 

February@ and substituting Athe second Tuesday in February@. 
 
2 By adding the following after section 7: 
 

7.1  Standing Order 52(1) is amended by striking out AAt the 
commencement of each session@ and substituting AAt the 
commencement of the first session of each Legislature@. 

 
3 In section 12 in the proposed Standing Order 59.01 by striking out suborder (6). 
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